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Although the Bi<^rapliical Notice which 
hiis been taken of George Fox, contains an occa- 
sional statement of the principles and 'practice;} 
which he propagated, it seems a proper, in the con* 
elusion, to draw them into one po)ht of view, and 
exhibit th^m iii such a mamier, that the reader 
may be capable of forming a judgment of their 
rectitude, and of the beneficial effecta resulting 
from them... 

The fundamental principle which he was most 
concerned to inculcate, was the universality of the 
lighr, Grace, or Spirit of Christ, and its suffi- 
ciency to teaeh men 8^1 things necessary to salva- 
tion.i Yet, while he bore testimony to this Divine 
principle, as the anointing,, which the Apostle John 
told the primitive Christians, taught them of all 
things, he was far from denying the use of other 
ipeans, which God has condescended to afford for 
&e instruction of. mankind y wheUier through the 
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Holy Scriptures, the Preaching of the Gospel, or 
any other outward instruction, consistent with the^ 
Christian dispensati<>a« 

The principal use, howeveer, of all these meana^ 
he considered to ba, to bring the minds of thoaei 
^ho partook of them, to an acquaintance wkhjthe- 
inward teacher, the Light of Christ manifested m 
the heart ; by an attention to which, the benefits- ©fi 
the sufferings^ of pur |)lessed Redeemer come to. 
be experienced, according to the testimony of one 
Apostle on behalf of himself andl^is fellow la^ 
tourers in the Gospef ; 1 John r. 5* 6. 7 : ** This ^ 

then is the m^s^age which we have heard of him,, 
and declare unto you ; that God is Light, and itt; 
Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we havo 
fellowship with Hinf,, and walk in darkness, we; 
Ke and do not the truth ; but if we walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blbpd of Jesus Chrisf 
his Son cleanseth us from all Sin." 

Gaeo^ge Fox and our early friends might, and 
often did, adiopt Ihese words of the Apostle, as 
the peculiar message given to them. For, how- 
ever they may have been charged to the contrary, 
Aey fully beliiev^d in the benefits to be derived, 
from' our Saviour*s sufferings and death ; both as 
a propitiation^ for the sins of mankind, aodai^-tho 
Mediator between^ God and man* 
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, In occasionally giving a brief statement of the 
jubstance of his sermons, Christ is often mentioned 
by George Fox, in both these capacities. To the 
soundness of his Qirislian principles, his friend 
Geor^ Whitehead bears ample testimony, in hi^ 
Prefece to the volume of Epistles noticed in the 
Appendix. G. Whitehead's words are : '^ This our 
deceased friend, and servant of Jesus Christ, truly 
testified of Him in all respects^, both as come in 
the flesh and in the spirit ; both^ as Christ was and 
is ^ur only Mediator and Advocate ; and as He 
was and is, " God over all, blessed for ever." And 
his knowledge and ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christy being after the Spirit, in Fife and power, did 
no ways imply any lessening of the dignity or glory 
of Christ, nor any defect of faith or love to Christ, 
as he came and suffered in the flesh for mankind ; 
for he highly esteemed Christ's sufferings, death, 
resurrection and glory ; and powerfully testified of 
.the virtue, power, blessed and spiritual design, 
fruit, and effects thereof, as revealed and witnessed' 
.by his Holy Spirits" 

« 

It was from this Divine princFpre, or Holy 
Spirit, which may be considered as the leading fea- 
ture of his doctrine, that he considered all true 
qualification for Gospel ministry was to bederived> 
and all ministers qualified rightly to comply yAlh 
the Apostolic injunction: " If any man speak, 
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let him speak as the oracles of God ; if any mzn* 
minister^ let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth/' This spirit he considered so suffioient 
for the purpose of Gospel ministry, as to preclude- 
the necessity for human learning, or any other ac- 
quirements, except the gifts and graces which the 
Holy Spirit confers. This spirit he also consi* 
derec^ sufficient to qualify for the performance of 
divine worship ji^-^liich may be perforxned . either 
in silent adoration, or by public religious service, 
if any are rightly called or moved to it. ^ 

i 
It must be admitted that these principles, if they. j 

were generally acted upon, would,, in their result,., 
tend to-the subversion of those modes of worship 
aud ministry, which depend on human. ordination- 
and appointment, for which establishments are 
often formed, and the expense of them is imposed, 
not only on those who unite in them, but also on 
such as conscientiously di«isent, either from the 
principles or practices taught iu these established 
churches. It ifeay therefore be reasonably sup- 
posed, that this part of George Fox's doctrines, 
subjected him and his friends to much persecution $ 
but their long and patient suffering under it, pro- 
duced at length the mitigation, of divers law^ ia: 
their favour ; and perhaps it will not be too much 
lo say, that this Society has been, more than any 
otheri a means of procuring the extension of reli^ 
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^oi» liberty^ and of opening the eyes of many 
persons, to the benefits resulting from religious 
toleration. The belief that man is accountable to his 
Maker only for his religious opinions and practices,., 
provided these do not infringe on any moral or 
civil obligation,* early impressed the mind of this 
enlightened man ;.and it is a cause of consolation 
to believe, that it i*a principle, which is now mak- 
ing a rapid progress in the Christian worid. 

As a free exercise of Gospel ministry on disin* 
terested principles, by those who were " called of 
God," was earj:ieMly promoted by George Fox, so 
all systems, not coinciding with these views, were 
the subjects of his animadversion* '^ Freely ye 
have reGeived, freely give,** might be considered as^ 
bis motto. From this principle he was led to op- 
pose the views of many df his contemporaries, 
who made ?i trade of preaching, and who, not un- 
frequently manifested by. their conduct, that they 
i^garded the fleece moie than the flock. All esta- 
blished maintenance for ministers was disapproved 
by him, and lie was particularly opposed to that 
arising^ from tithes, which he considered not only 
objectionable on the general principle he had 
adopted, of a free ministry, but also on account of 
its reverting to the old legsj system^ from which, 
the -Gospel of Christ had emancipated its true 
professors. The principles whidi have beei»< 
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maiotaiaed by the friends of George Fox, have, it 
IB presumed^ thrown much light ow this subject ^ 
and perhaps will eventuaHj be a means, witU 
other co-operating causes^ of removing this politic 
caly as well as religious, evil of tithes^ from the 
professors of Christianity, at least in this country.''^ 

Being well taught in the school of Christ, Geo. 
Fox appears to have particularly imbibed the 
spirit of that evangelical song, wiih Tvhich our 
blessed Redeemer was introduced into the world : 
*^ Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
.goodwill towards men." As in his successful 
Gospel labours, he uniformly ascribed the praise 
to his Divine master, so in- his conduct towards 
others he remarkably exemplified the lattier part of 
diis sacred Anthem : ^* On earth peace, goodwill 

* As tb^ Author's faeahb did not permit him- to invite tb« 
2d volttme, incloding tbis '* SapplemeDt," tbe Editor conceives 
it will comport with the general instractioos received from^ 
bis valued relative, to supply tbe following paragraph. 

Tbe objection of George Fox to many of the religious 
forms and ceremonies in general use, was a prominent 
part of bis systenn His opinion appears to have been, that 
most of these forms- vrere onsanctiooed' by. Scripture ; and 
that, by drawing men from^ tbe worl&of religion in tbe hearty 
they were calcalated rather to oppose, than to promote, troa- 
pioty« The nse of Water Baptism, in particular, he tbo\ifibi 
tended to divert mankind from that " one baptism" which noia 
saveth ; ** not tbe patting away of tbe filth of the flesh, but thiti 
•nsvMr of agpod-cooscieace towards Ood.!' 
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t^wa^ds men/' formed indeed a striking feature iii* 
the doc tribes propagated by tlus excellent mam 
He carried this aenkiment ao fuy 8^ to disapprove' 
of all ^' wars and fightings/' coneeiviiigthein to^ 
proceed from the unmortified passions of men ; 
tnd.ito ha^e ho political necessity, if these pas* 
^ona.\nere subjected to. the influence of the Cross^ 
of Christ, and regulated by the doctrines^ and pre- 
cepts iivhich. be and his Apostles taught to their' 
followers; :The excellency of the testimony mrfaich 
George Fox and his friends have 1>ome against 
war,, i^ mucbmorie geperaUy. a^^knowledged than 
9c.ted upon. Button this subject, I believe, fight 
i« 8preadiog;;andI th$t it will ultimately so^far pie^ 
vail, that '^ Nalrpa shall not lift up swOrd against 
Nation, neither riuiH they liearu war any more,'' is 
among the many consoling hopes, which the spirU 
of prophecy holds out to. the believing christian. 

Swearing, not only profane, but legat, was con« 
aidered by George Fox as so expressly forbidden- 
by our Saxriour, that he and his friends, consonant 
with the words of the Apostle James, entirely de- 
clined the use of oaths. The^ sufferings which he 
umierwent on. this account are already related; 
His. friends also largely partook of the same cup,, 
and all from pjofessors of the christian name, for 
ebedieoce to » positive^ command of their common 
master. But in this respect the laws are now fa^ 
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vourable to the Society of Ttienis, and they htfre^ 
reason to believe that> many of their fellow chris^ 
tianfr of other Societies lam^t the frequency at ^ 
leasts of legal sweating.^ 

While Georgie Fox Vcapacious mind embf aeed I 
the great and impoftant principles already noticed/ , 
he was also attentive to some minor evib which* i 
e:>l^i8tedin the christian wopld> atui whkbibe con-*' - 
sidered inconsistent with the christian ckaraieter^ . 
Of these the complimentary « and :iktterkig..titk8r . 
given to meny the addressing individuals in^-ther - 
plural number, and bowingy or putting -off the hat/ . 
struck hin^as inconsistent with the'* simplieity of^ 
the Gospel, and^ with the dbctrineS' which our 
Saviour taught, when personalty <m earth; Theses 
practices he therefore laid aside v and the disuse^ 
of Uieni by his friends, the* plainness^ of theism 
dress, and their not regulating it by the. fashion of 
the' day, continue to be marks o£^ the members^iDf ; 
this Society. 

Although the prrociples' of George Foxj^bolbas* 
to civil and religious rights,^were ¥ery liberal, yel> 
they were far from being such as led to anarchy^ 
and coufusion ; and therefore in theSociety wliich 
he had been the priatipal means of formings her 
early saw the necessity of establishing a: christian. 
dis(:ipUne, by which its members were employed 



XirS'OF QSOBOV FOX. «1 

«n watching, over and achnoniahing each other^ 

-wh^i occasion' ri»qiiired ; and those whose conduct 

' became reproachful, and could not -be reclaimed, 

^ were disowned, or disunited, and the Society , 

clearisd'of the^discredit which might otherwise at« 

4a€h to it. However infallible was the principle 

-of Divine light and Grace whioh he preached, he 

»weU knew that thoee who professed a. belief in it^ 

were falliUe men. He therefore wisely considered, 

-Uvc .the purpose already .mentioned, as well as 

•^MT'varioas others^velating tor4heintemal.0BConomy 

«of the. society, that meetings fm discipline were 

•reaaeotially necessary. These he was instrumentid 

M establishing upon a plan that has now existed 

aibout.l^y^su^; «nd experience has daown the 

' wisdom in which they were made. 

« .Among the peculiarities of George Fox's tiews, 

^was the part which he assigned to the female sex, 

-so for as related to themselves, in the ^discipline 

•which he'^ad ealablislted, and. in asserting tfaeifr 

««eall, by the great Head of tiie*Chureh, to a. part 

•kx the ministry. One obvious effect resulting from 

Mhese^regnlatioRS was, to raise the sex in useful- 

iiess«and iiaportanoe, and eonsequently to devate 

their character, both inreligious and civil society. 

This, it has been often observed, is one of the 

many beneficial effects of Christianity; but no 

Society of Christians has carried this so far as 
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4bilt of Friends; and tbere is^ jwrkaps^ no nociety 
ill y/hUih tb^ aex is more virluou8|:or jaore reqiecH 
table, Q( more bappy. 

Besides tbe varions matters idrea4;^ jnentioiiedy 

;dus «Dlighteiied Reformer, (for so I hope I mtty 

'Ili»i4r jie permitted to style him,) testified -agaiBtft 

(diose . public amosements and diversicttis wfaicfi 

jftre- miichaii use among professing Cbristians; 

.but as there are many other seligioiis people, 

•ivhp> in a. great measui^,^ <;ocu»r mtb hiian in these 

'4'€fipecUy it mfliy nt% he necessary to rank lAese^miong , 

Jits: peculiarities. . His sentiments,. ho^!eTery and 

the practice of the society in reference to these 

4hings, may fairly.be considered as exalting theif 

moral character;, atid when all &e principles and 

practices propagated by this true FoUo'wer of 

Christ, are fuUy taken iritoi^ievr, I believe it will 

be found that few, if any, have approadxed nearer 

to the standard of diese Chtistian precepts id* 

•culcated by our blessed Redeemer, in, his most 

excellent Sermon on the Mo«nt, and that no 

principles are better calculated to promote tbe 

happiness of man in this world, or more adapted 

to prepare him for a state of happiness in that 

which is to come. 

END, of the SUPPLEMENT. 
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TUfi pknu and benevolmt Aiitlior af tke fbllowritg 
\rOrky badnearlj completed the folumey before be became 
80 thncb indisposed as to be unable to ^?e it his^ finisbing 
lumd. Bat the useful and excellent nature of the work 
demands its poblicatioQ* It may be Considered as the 
last legacy of the Author, to thci members of that Society^ 
>ivbom be dearly loved, and for whose best Interests he felt 

himself deeply concerned; It is therefore a debt of justice^ 
,.both to his^memoryi and to jthe persons for whom it was 

composed^ to present it to ihem oeavly in the stale in 

which he lefllt. 

Tbe'vNMic in its- present eoiiditiosy except the notiee 
TQSpecting Wittiam Ames, the materials for which had not 
-beenxeasonablT proicured, receiveid the approbation of the 

IdbrningMeetini^ of Friends in London, before the Author^ 
decease. But as it was his intention to gite an account, 
in its proper piac^^ of this intrepid and steadjf advocate for 
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the canit of Uttthaml HghtcooineHi the omietton hai^ 
beca supplied by tnothtr pertOD. The notice wilt be 
fooad at p. 189; apd it is hoped, that this sopplj will prove 
more sttis&ctorjr to the reader, than if <it had been wholly < 
omitted. 

s 

Whether any Friend may, in futare, proceed in thiT 
accoaplishmeot of these ** Biographical Notices/' is at ' 
present uncertain. It i's^ however, a desirable object, that 
so entertaining and usefnk a work, as memoriods of the - 
lives and characters of many flistingnished members^ oar 
society, should be completed accoiding to the plaa of thtf 
Author, for the comfort, example, and encouragement of 
many amongH us, especially of the. rising .generatioiw« 
And it is hoped that some judicious person, qualified fbr-^* 
so interesting a work, may feel his mind engaged to carry . 
forward and oomplete^.the views of our dear departed i 
friend. 

It is presomeil' th&t tb^ present volatte, from tfil 
variety of characters* i^hich it contains, and from most Of 
them being but little, if at all^ known to many Friend^, 
will excite a peculiar interest and- attention ia its readers;, 
and produce in their mindi that satisfaction, which arisea 
irom the perception of new and revived evidences, in so^ 
port of those principles which have long commanded their 
respect, and attachment. . 
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CHAPTER. I. 



LIFE OF JAMES PARNEL. 



\AS Ae chronological order of my work, is re- 
gulated by the decease of* the party, the first 
subject presented to my notice, is James Par-* 
19 EL, a young man \i'ho died in prison, when 
only 19 years of age ; and who may be consi- 
dered as the protomartyr of our Society, in sup^ 
|>ort of its religious principles. 

He was boni at Retford, in the year 1 636 6r 7^ 
and received a liberal education, probably at the 
{grammar School there. Of his parents I do 
not find any account, except that the father was 
a tradesman, which is incidentally noticed in one 
#f the son's publications. 

m> Whilst James was at school, and for a short ~ 
time after he left it, he appears to have bc^en of 
a wild dis{)osition. His account of himself at 
this period is : '* I may well say with Paul, ' Of 

/dinners I was chief;' for according tp my year% 
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I was as perfect in sin and iniquity, as any in the 
town where I lived ; yea and-exceeded many in 
.the same/' £ut his mind appears to have been 
very early visited with the manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit and Uight of Christ ; by yielding to 
whichy he became sensible of the exceedioig sin- 
fulness of sin^ and of the vanity of many of the 

customs of the world- This jiroduced a mani* 
fest change in his conduct and behaviour^ in 
consequence of -^wbic^i they who.bad loved bfan 
in his vain conversation, hated him «o much the 
IbiQre in his conversion. Many of his own rela- 
tions were ^Iso much dissatisfied, and he. became 
an objeoCof. ridicule in the streets, so that he was 
.ju^counted as one not worthy to live ; and some 
were so violent as to say, that he who killed him 
would do God service. 

These sufferings he was, however, enabled to 
bear with great firmness, and dependance on that 
Divine Power which had visited his young .and 
tender mind. This he gratefully acknowledges in 
these words: " He that called me unto himself, 
that J might no longer follow the vain courses 
of the world, nor set my delight on .things be- 
low, but that I might serve Him in newness of 
life, He by his power kept me, and gave me 
strength to bear his cross, and despise the shame; 
40 that neither fpul words, nor/air words, could 
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caase me to deny what God, by his grace, had 
wrought in my heart.** 

In this state of mind he became dissatisfied 
with the forms of worship then most prevalent^ 
and was desirous of finding a ]>eople with whom 
be could cofdially unite. This desir« it seems 
was granted him, for a few miles from the place 
an which he lived, he met with some serious 
jieople, ** whom," he says, ** the Lord was gather- 
ing from the, dark world, to sit down together 
and wait upon his name." To these he joined 
himself, and they became objects of reproach in 
tfie country where they lived— ^* counting it," as 
be observes, ** greater riches to sufier affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
sures of sin for a season." 

He was now only fifteen years of age.-— After 
writing these words, my pen was arrested in its^ 
progress, while I contemplated thjis extraordinary 
instance of the operation of divine grace in so 
«ar]y a period of life. But all things are possi- 
ble to him with whom we have to do; and truly 
tie may still be thus addressed : ** Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings hast thou or- 
dained strength." 

About this time, which was the year l653, he 
found his mind drawn to visit some Friends in 
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'|he North of Ei|glaitfl> ". vUh. wkoiq/' lie sh;v 
^' I had union in Spirit before I saw their faces.^ 
d[t was in this. journey that he visited George Fox 
ia Carlisle jaiL G eorge Wccoun t of him is : f' J. 
Paruel, a little lad, about sixteea years of ag^^ 
r^ame* to see me, and waa convinced. Tlie LorifiT 
.^quickly made him. Ji. powerful Minister of tba 
Word of life^ and i^aay were turned ta Chiist 
by him/' . By ibis it appears ihat the people ^ 
Vrhom hfr had. joined himsdf near Retford, wep# 
not of the people called Quakers^ but probabljr 
Seekers, many 4>f whom became ^united ta 
JBriends* 

Jn the year 1655, he was concerned to visit a 
flferious people about fifteen miles south from 
Retford, and when there, his mkid was drawn to 
proceed to Cambridge, where he published, t.wo 
papers, one against corrupt nunisters, and the 
other against corrupt magistrates, for which he 
was committed to prisoji. He was confined 
. here during twosessions, aild afterwards sent out 
of the town wUh a pass as.a rogue and vagabond ; 
but a jus^ce of the peace who was sensible of 
his innocence, followed him and took the pass 
back ta Cambridge. "iNot long after James re- 
turned there, and engaged in a dispute with the 
Baptists of that placQ, which appears to have 
J^en {productive of little benefit. In departing 
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ftibm this ptibUc Aspfrte^ he received very rud# 
ft^eatnifent from ttfe scholars of the University^ 
ihroAi ^liom W tfscttped iivitb much difficulty. 

£r^ continue in Onnbridgesliire about half ft 
jtear, and then went into Essex. In both coun-^ 
ties be met with much opposition, but manjr 
^ere convinced by his ministry. Aniong th^ 
i^t was Stephen Crisp of Colchester, who was 
tStxst^zxAs a very useful member and able minis-' 
ter in the Society. In diis town James spent 
scbout ten days at this time> preaching in one day 
iSrst at his own lodgings, next, after the service 
IB one of the public places of worship, and af- 
terwatds iti a large iheetiiig appointed for him. 
After aft this he disputed publicfy with two priests 
ih the l^'rench School. Many thousands of peo- 
]$le were ibis day partakers of his gospel labours, 
" in dl which," according to Stephen Crisp, 
*' the wisdom, power, and patience of Christ ap- 
peared very gloriously ; to the convincing," adds 
Stephen, '* myself ind many more, who were 
witnesses of that day's work." Stephen Crisp's 
account of his services in Colchester is so de* 
scriptive and impressive, that I cannot Well for^ 
bear continuing his narrative : '' He spent that 
wfeek in preaching, praying, exhorting, and ad- 
monishing, turning the minds of all sorts of pro- 
lessors to tbe light of Jesus, which did search 

n 3 
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tbeir hearts aod show their thoughts, that thejT 
might believe thereia, and so might become 
children of the light. Many did believey .aodr 
found it so. Others were hardened and re- 
belled against the appearance of truth, and be- 
came enemies, with whom he disputed dailj 
in great soundness, and in the evidence and de- 
monstration of the Spirit; by which also many 
M^ere reached and convinced of the truth, and 
the mouths of gainsayers stopped. This made 
many gnash their teeth on him, and some under-' 
took to club out the priest's and professor's ar- 
guments, by beating this dear lamb with fists 
and staves, who took all patiently, particularly 
one who struck him with a great staff as he came 
out of one of the steeple houses and said: 
* There, take that for Jesus Christ's sake ;' to 
which he returned this answer : * Friend, 1 do re- 
ceive it for Jesus Christ's sake*' Many other 
intolerable affronts were offered him, in all 
which his spirit was not seen to be raised in heat 
or anger, but MPas a pattern of patience and 
meekness." 

From Colchester he went to Coggeshall, where 
he had been before. A fast was appointed by 
the Independents, who were now the ruling party 
in Church and St^te. The object of it was to pray 
against the spreading of error; by which it ap- 
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|iear8 tbey meant the doctrines of- the Quakers* 
£ut they were not cob teat with' praying; a ser- 
jmon mitttalso be preached, in which that pea* 
|rfe were bitterly inveighed agitinst) and much 
viisrepresented. This roused the zeal of Jamea 
Parnel, who was present; and when the priest 
had finishedi he comm^aced a reply to the re- 
'flections whi^h had been cast upon his friends^ 
with observing: ^* This is the order of the true 
churchy that all may speak ^ one by one; and 
if any thing be revealed to him that stands by» 
let the first hold his peace." J\s he proceeded 
4& his discourse he was interrupted, and some 
dispute ensued, after which he left the place ; 
but be was followed by a justice of the peace, 
who arrested him in the name of the Protector, 
and committed him to Colchester castle. Here 
he was closely confined, and the jailers forbid* 
^en to permit his friends to visit him. 

In the course of a few weeks ho was removed 
to Chelmsford, to take his trial at the assizes 
there. He and five criminals were chained to- 
gether, and in this degrading manner was this 
innocent yonth led through the couDti7 above 
twenty miles. When he arrived at Chelmsford, 
the prisoners were not immediately separated^ 
but continued chained together night and daj 
for some time* 

B 4 
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When the aasizes ctme oii/h« wM'broitgbt mto 
court handcuffed ; but the f^ople ^xprenmg - 
their ^distAtisfaction Mrich ihtB adt <rf ctueky, te 
was remanded to prison, and at his secood a|i» 
pearance his manacles were taken 4iS* WbM 
he was on his trial, the indictnMmt wa^.relul, At 
aubstance of which was, diatin a riotous manner 
he entered the parish church of Oreat Coggea- 
hall ; that he stood up there, and told the miniate 
ler he blasphemed and spoke falsely; and that 
he could not give /Ngood acconnt where he wa# 
last settled, or of bb life and conversation, ap»» 
pearing to be en>dle person. To this he pleaded 
not guilty, A priest and two justices appeared 
in evidence against him, who k seems were not 
very correct in their evidence, and when Jameft 
endeavoured to speak to the jury in his own de^ 
iencettbe judge would not permit him, and iii 
other respects acted very iniprc^erly, suffierinj^ 
his accusers to stand on the bench, whispering 
to him; and incetisxng his mind against the pri« 
sener, . 

The judge also endeavoured to inflnence the 
jury in a very paitial manner. However, when the 
jury gave in their verdict, they found him gnilty of 
only publishiug a paper which he had written io 
answer to his mittiq»i.s,and signed with his name) 
l^ut of that part of the indictment^ which miy wa* 
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l^tnmhable by law^ the riotous efifranee itAo this pa* 
risfa ckarch <so called) of Cogge^aHy they acquitted 
liim. He was iudeed so far from enteriiig the 
}>lace riotously, that he went quite alone, having 
deciined accepting the company of a friend wfa6 
offered to go with him, and sending some children 
into the place before him, whom he found a$^ 
sembled about the door. In the dispute which 
arose, on James Parnel's defending the principlea 
of his Friends, he mentioned '' the church in God." 
This expression the priest said was nonsense, 
James proved it to be scripture language, and 
charged the priest with blasphemy, in calling it 
nonsense. This part of the indictment was tfaere^ 
fore acknowledged, as well as the paper already 
anentioned, and he defended himself by saying, 
that he did not think it indecent to call an unjust 
ju(^e, unrighteotM; a persecutor^ a persecutory or 
^ ^ de/c^xetf a deceiv^# 

The verdict of the Jury was not satisfactory tn 
the judge, who wished to have better authority for 
that severity which he was di^fosed to exercise on 
the present occasion^ he therefore endeavoured to 
^raw something more from the foreman, in which 
he succeeded ; but the rest of the jury did not zth 
mat to it Th^ judge^ however, with that violent 
IMid^bstt^irytipiritv^liicti particularly characterized 
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prisoner, by amercing him in two fines, amoonting 
together to about forty pounds : one was imposed 
for his contempt of the magistracy^ and the otlier 
for that of the ministry ; for the judge said that 
the Lord Protector had charged him to punish 
such persons as should contemn either magistracy 
or ministry. 

James Parnel not paying the fines imposed^ 
which he would have, considered a confession of 
guilt, he was taken back to Colchester jaiL This 
Was in an old castle, supposed to have been built 
by the Romans. The jailer received orders from 
the judge not to permit any giddy-headed people, 
(meaning his Friends,) to visit the prisoner. This 
charge was executed with as much severity as the 
judge could desire; for both the jailer and his wife 
appear to have been of a cruel disposition. 
The latter set her man to beat her innocent pri*> 
soner, and sometimes even exercised this cruelty 
herself, iswearing that she would have his bloods 
tlis victuals were frequently taken from him, and 
be was not permitted to have a bed, which his 
friends would have sent him, to sleep on; the con* 
sequence of which was, that he was obliged to lie 
i:>n the stoned, in a cold damp place, on the ground 
fioor. 

After sometime of confinement here, he was pill 
into jft hole in the Wdll of Uie castlei not ao la^ 
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a9 some bakers oveos. His ascent to this was by 
a ladder which was about six feet short of the hole 
he bad to enter, and a rope was fixed to remedy 
this inconvenience. By this ladder and rope he 
had to ascend and descend on all occasions, nor 
would his cruel keepers permit him to have a cord 
and basket, with which to draw up his victuals, 
though his friends would have provided them 
for him* 

Winter was now approaching, which increased 
the hardship of his situation. The hole in which 
be was confined was damp, and not capable of 
being warmed by fire ; the consequence was that 
his limb» became deprived af their natural agility, 
so that it wa» with difficulty he could climb into 
his hole with sucb iucouvenieut means of access. 
One day after he had ascended the ladder, and 
was^ catching at the rope, he missed his aim and 
fell down to the ground on the stones. When first 
found he was supposed to be dead; but this did 
not prove ta be the case. El e was, however, much 
bruised and wounded with his fall. After this ho 
was put into a hole under the other^ there being 
two stories of these vaulted holes in the walls of 
the castle. This hole was called the oven, and 
smaller than that in which- he was first confined. 
Here he recovered in some degree from the effects 
of his laU> a»d beiflig desirou> of takiiig ifao sir ia 
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ikt casde yardy his cruel keepers Mrony not per-* 
mit him. He wa« thei;efore obHged to coiifiti^ 
bimself to this small apartment, to which thert 
Uras no accessi for light or air, but by the door. 
In this situation his health necessarily suffered, sd 
that his life was despaired of, if he Continued lA 
his present confinement. Two of his friends^ 
William Talcot and Edward Grant, therefore of- 
fered to be bound in the sum of forty pounds, 
prbvided he might be permitted to come to one of 
their houses till his recovery ; and another friend, 
Thomas Shortland, offered to lie in prison foir 
him. His persecutors were, however, unrelenfr* 
ing ; and so wicked was the jailer, that oilce, wheil 
the door of his hole was open, and he had takem 
tile opportunity of going oUt and Walking in 9 
tiah-ow yard bctweefi tw^o high walls, the jailed 
locked the door of his hole, and bbliged him M 
remain in the open air all night, in the eoldeiad; 
|>art of winter. 

These sufferings were tod great for uattire W 
snppoft ; ancj after ten or eleven months eonfin<«^ 
tnent at Colchester, his youthful constitution srnife 
Under them. In his last illneftd, his mind Wfiir 
preserved calm and resigned. To two frienijt 
who were with him at the tim^ of hid decease, ht 
i&id: *' Here I, die innocently/* And ^gaini 

** l[b» deanh i tti»«l 4ie: t faa^iww gtiHil Am$9i 
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T>6 not iioM in«, biit let me ^o.** His last wordii 
vere, " Now I go" After which he fell asleep^ 
und in about an faottf quietly expired. 

Thus tertninated the life of "^s pious and 2ea« 
lous young man. Great indeed was his zeal 
Against the hypocritical and persecuting spirit of 
^e high professors of those days. That his ardour 
lYiight sometimes leiid him to use expressions 
rather violent and irt4tating^ I am induced to be- 
lieve ft'oni the peitrsal of vome of his writings ; ♦ 
i>ut such seeflEi^ to have beet^^ at that time^ the 
'general miode of opposing whai was considered 
^rror ; and his yc^th will be m apology for aome 
tBXcesi of 2eal. Nothing which he said or did, 
«;outd hdWevel* justify, either legally or equitisibly^ 
the viofetet tfeatmept which he received ffom hitf 

isttemies and persecutors. Bis sufferings, it ap^ 

• 
* That t may not be thought td makti this obsertatiott 
lightly, I give the following ettract : — " Here follows tb« 
eopy t>f a^ot^ mrbicb was written against the Idol's temple^ 
ItHiieb was jAd^edl a toliteiApt of the Ministry. * 'this is tb^ 
tdoPs f eoKpie where the Wbfship of tb« Be&sf H npherl^. 
l>own with it ; Down with it ;' of the Miois^r be says : '* thii 
is a deceiver, who stands np here every first diy of the week 
to deceive the people ; he is prood and cov^tdns, and speaketh 
« Divft^atton of his own brain/' &e. It might seem by tbd . 
if8t f}«olatioti^ Uial his defeSgii Wa» fi> instigate the people tai 
^molisb the hnUditig^ Ml no par|.of . His. cMidacI evinced srid^ 
« disposition j nor dd I tad llttt llh«n^«y«it lUl tl«HMtt» 
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pears from various accounts, he bore with great 
meekness and patience; and these, together with 
his gospel labours, were greatly blessed, to the 
convincement and conversion of many who were 
witnesses of them. 

He was of small stature, and his appearance 
altogether seems to have been diminutive, wliicfa 
frequently excited the contempt of his opponents, 
who designated him by the name of, ^f the Quaking 
Boy." But however his enemies might say^ that 
" his bodily presence is weak, and bis speech con«- 
temptible," yet it appears from various accounts 
of him, that he was a powerful and effectual 
Minister of the Gospel ; and at the same time e 
good example to those among whom he laboured; 
his conduct being adorned with gravity and humi-^ 
lity, whilst he was blameless in conversation and 
unspotted from the world. 

His writings were collected after his death, and 
published in the year 1675, in a quarto volume. 
To this collection are prefixed Testimonies con- 
cerning him from several Friends who were con- 
vinced by him ; with an extract from one of which* 
X shall conclude this account. '^ He was a true 
Minister and Messenger sent of God, who brought 
tidings of the way of life and salvation to me and 

f 6am«el CtAtt^ of reastaatoo, «r I«ittl^srt# . 
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many more in these parts of the nation. And thif 
I can say also ; as the Lord was pleased to call 
him into his blessed worky so he furnished him 
M'ith virtues suitable for the same, according to 
the work of the day in which, he brought him 
forth^ and did mightily appear for him and Ivith 
him^ in giving him courage, and wisdom, and 
power, whereby he was prepared and fitted for 
every service and exercise, that the Lord called 
him unto ; which service he faithfully performed^ 
of a ready mind and with a willing heart." This 
testimony the Friend concludes with these words : 
** Surely, the mighty power and wisdom of the 
XiOrd was with him of a truth 1" 

Having, given a specimen of the zeal which he 
manifested against those things and persons which 
he considered contrary to the truth, I shall 
scarcely do justice to his character, without giving 
another specimen of his writing, by quoting an 
Epistle which he entitled, " A few Words to all 
my dear Friends in and about the County of 
Essex.*' See page 291 of his Works. 

*' And all you my dear friends, you scattered 
und despised ones in and about the county of 
Essex, whom the Lord by his powerful word is 
now gadiering out of darkness into his marvellous 
hskti oat of the kiegdem of this worlds into lim 
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Idngdom of Iiis dew Son ; whom he is 8eparattn|f^ 
unto hinnelf, to walk before him in holiness^ diaC 
you might know him and he might know jotk in 
the light of his countenance, whose faces he hath 
turned towards Sion, to seek after a land of 
rest unto your weary souls, which have beeH 
tossed to and fro, from mountain to kill, in tliii^ 
cloudy and dark day, seeking rest but finding none; 
but tiow is the day of beauty broken forth nigh 
you, even in you, yea and glad tidings is come 
tinto your wearied souls, by which a pure love is 
begotten in you to the everlasting truth, which 
hath been freely declared amongst you by th^ 
mesisengers of the Mo»t High^ who have reached 
the witness for God in your consciences, which 
dodi seid Ihe same upon your hearts; which your 
teacher is^ and unto it you hearken and are obedi^ 
ent; in .which light all stand stiM and behold the 
work Vvhich the Lord hadi begun amongst youy 
and you eiiall have nd cause 'of discouragement, 
Th%>agh the sea doth rise and thei raging waves do 
»well» as if diey would swallow all up, yet it i» 
limited by the unlimited^ add it ahi^l but foam out 
its own slittUie. 

• ^' And as I had si time td preach thelruth amonf 
you, to the convincedient of many, do also now I 
tmve A tame to seai the same with paiknt suffering 
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His no oiier4M «ii«# w^r^muJkMemi mSUng 
io seal mth. patient sfjfmng;^ea wi$k our Mood if 
W€ be called to it, as nany of us have doot, id tiiia 
iiatioD, thoqgb it be ed\ed <$ land ^ liberty; tat 
it M for inigmt^, but truth and equi^ are -straiigeit 
in it, and therefore are persecuted. Bttt yoa thai 
are found worthy to receive these-atriHigeray htappf 
•re jou ; and thougti the raging Sodomites compadl 
you abcMity for to casse you to oast out ftnoo 
alrsmgen^ that ^ey May Wock their wiili upon 
them, yet be faithful and feir them aot, but cast 
out your darlings before them, and stand in the 
4aith of the God of iMk and eqiiity, and you 
«hall see the Soc^om/ei struck widi blindnest Aal 
>lhey shall not be able to prerail against you; but 
M'ben they are weary with strivii^ they shaH be 
4nade to sit 4own in sorrow, and so sliall it be ful^ 
£Iled which of old was propfaesied ; Aat no weapon 
formed agaimt the fidthful dtcM prosper; %ut riPt» 

mnto them that lift vp thetr hed dgainst them. 

> 

'* Therefore I charge y<m all in the name.of thtS 
God of Truth. Befaithjiil, valiant, and holdfot 
the truth received ; and as you have, received it, so 
i»(dk in it thiit you nuxy profess no more in word 
hut what in life you seal, that the life 'may b't 
preached forth in your lives, and shine forth in 
yowr conversations, to ike glory of the Father of 
li^kts, emd tke^eonfsmnding ^ the headien, whit 



l^rc^eat God in woiik, bat ia life deny him; nmC 
ie wUlmg that self shall wfftt for the truths and 
fM the truth for selff (for the truth was ever sealed 
witii perseeutioii) since Cain V generation had a 
being upon- the earthy o''^ ^ own the cross and de^ 
^pise the shame, and^/ce up yourselves to svfferfor 
the truth received^ all you that r&ould follow the 
isamb to the landcofrestj and through many triah 
you will wax strong ^t^td boldy and cov^dent in your 
God; for God is not/ knowo what a^Tod he- is^ 
until the time of trial.- 

, ** And aU keep your meetingf^in the name andfeafr 
^the LordGod^ waiting for his power in the obeh 
dience to his light, which in your consciences doth 
reprove youwhen^ you do amiss» that in it^you may 
miit and watch over the foes that are of your own 
. house^ thojt y9u may know the warfare begun im 
your hearts against yrur spiritual enemies; attd so 
the God of power manifest himself amongst yoy^ 
by his mighty power bringing down all that in you 
which opposes him, aftd would not that he should 
reign over it and exalt his own seed in your hearts^ 
and establish you in righteousness, that Ins image 
you may bear; and be shsdi be your God> and yos 
shall be bis people. 

'^ And so,, in the unchangeable truth, I rest in 
unity with all the faithful, in the glorious libertf 



of tfat tons pf Ood, tkoQgh in ostward bonds for 
your sakes. 

'^ Kkiown to all that can read me in spirit. 

'* JAMES PARNEL.^ 



A FEW LINES 

Written after visiting the dungeon at Carlisle, in 
ivhicb James Pamel was convinced by George 
Fox ; and on subsequently reading the account 

of his confinement and death in the prison at 
Colchester. 



When Heav'n attracts me firom my poor eitate. 

Where cbaio'd to earth my dull affections wait; 

Where love and zeal, at best, but feebly draw^ 

lyy tardy steps to duty's holy law, 

Thee ! righteous' Parnel I I with tears behold. 

In age a stripling, but in service old: 

I stand reproved by thee, thou youth divine, 

A backward child with davs that double thine ^ 
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Rose strong and ardent^ in tby tender yoatli; 
And led thee forward^ fearl^^ without gaile^. 
To wake the sinful of tbia darkened ble : 
IMany there were^. in those laborious days^ 
Who heard thy word^ and.g^ve thy Master praise ;( 

But wrathful, fierce, the arm of power arose, 

* 

' And struck the senraatiabmiring^in his eause^ 



/ 
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^iXEE <}F JOHN CJMM. 



^HK Friend Mwts one of those who attended 
itbat remarkable Meeting held at Firjbank Chapel, 
ati Westmorlandi by George Fox, when great 
-numbers were convtneed of our principles, and 

i 

:3pany of them afterwards "became emip^nt minis* 
^era and labourers in t|ie .gospel Qf. Chrbt. 

John Camu was bora at C^mfsgill, ii| the 
^^rpny of Kendali^ His fiimily, it appears. Had 
4pven name to the pliice, which had been in iheir. 
possession for several ^eneratioiis** He received 
4| good education, aed: was from- hiS'Childhoodre- 
Ijigiously inclined. As he advanoed in years, he 
vjpined himself in society to such as were most 

* The word *' gilP' sometimes signifies a beck, or rimlet 
tad in this ioatance it seemt to iMty^beeii so appliedj in i^oil* 
teqaence of a tmaU stfeam ranpuig through the entate* 
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stiict in the observance of relq;iou8 duties^ and sib 

most exemplary in their conduct. He and several Koi 

others had separated themselves from the national '4tn 

way of virorshipy and met together for religious joui 

improvement, and the performance of divine wor- Soi 

ship. They had not, however, found what thekr vc 

souls were satisfied with, but were prepared to tb 

receive forther manifestations of the way of life .n 

and salvation. George Fox was the means of ll^ 

opening this to them; and Jbe subject of the pre* ws 

eent Memoir appears to have received the testi- C 

mony which was borne by that able minister, with ; 
greater readiness than some others, who did not 

accept it till after close examination and much. i 
debate. 



Being a man of considerable property and good 
abilities, he was rising in the world, which, accord- 
ing to the account given by his son, " seemed to 
smile upon him, and the riches and glory of it 
had exceedingly increased, and were then likely to 
increase more." Yet all these things became 
light in his estimation, when placed in competition 
with obtaining an inheritance incorruptible, and 
that fadeth not away ; and he readily resigned all 
for Christ's sake^ being willing to follow him 
through much contempt and many tribulations. 

After undergoing much secret exercise of mind, 
he became prepared for the public service of the 
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ipimis^, m wliidi .^saptcHy he travelled in th^ 

Kprthewi CoiHitiei of England^ «s far as the bor* 

4er8 of Scotland. After /bis -retuni from tbi# 

journey^ be was .engaged to visit some of the 

Soutb^m parts ^of Ae 4iation, in which he wa* 

«cc(ra]panied4»y Francis Howgill; anditappearf 

that th^e two Friends were the first who preaehed 

Mid publiAed the doctrines of our Society in* 

London^^bot the principal- object of this journey 

'Was,'' to declare the message of the Lord to Oliver 

<!!rom welly then called. Protector*" 

, They not only paid Kim a personal visit, bat* 
John Camni also wrote to him. The Epistle be*' 
gins thus : ^* On the last day of the *first month 
^called Marchjy*. about two o'clock in the morning,! 
I was moved of the Lord tovwrite these ensuing^ 
lines, and to ky before thee the cause of our 
comiiig hither to Londou. friend, we* came not 
to thee to petition any thiog from. thee in the out- 
ward, but in the tender bowels of love, to exhort 
4hee to mind thy own. condition, how thou stand-, 
est in relation to the. Lord God of heaven and 
earth, who is powerful, and pure, and holy; who. 
will not acquit the wicked, but will wound the 
h^ry scalp of him who goes^on in iniquity; before. 

« . 

* The year is not mentioned, bat I sappose it to be 1654^ 
^nd that he left heme io 1653. 



%fciiMe pretence alt steod wked tad bare; mM 
biow« wd, sees ell, lbe.8cciel»L' of Ihy heart; tbjr 
^tgo}Qg8aiid:iDconuiig&; to whom thou must g^e 
e^oiint o£ all d^^gs-dom^ ki the bodjfv whether 
they be good qr ^vjiL llieaefore^ 'm love to tbjr 
foulf were wemqved to ck>iii^ to/adiont diee to-ataiuli 
^ the fear, pf the Lprd^wdr hi his. coueBel^ and toi 
ipind the light in thy coaadeneet whkh ia puaov 
wdof God to.fttide thee.m;tt|o great i^ffiucaof 
the nationa*'' 

Part of the object of diis l4>i8tle appears to 
bavie been to i^aution th^. Protector againat coun- 
tenancing any oppression er sufiering for reNgion« 
In thw peraoaal viaittheyliad intimated to him how 
1^ might be made inMpumental in establishing the 
gospely which it seems the Protector snpposed^ 
Aej meant to.be. done by law* This mistake ia- 
Aerefoi^ rectified^ ia a manner which deserves 
transcribing, for the justness of die sentiment 
which it contains : '^ Thou apprehendedst us that 
this -should be established by an outward law. 
That was not our desire, we spoiie no' such 
thing; but we witness the coming of Christ in his 
kingdom is not by might, nor power, nor pomp, 
nor gloi^ from without, nor by aay law M^iidh is in 
the will of taian ; but our desires were that thera 
should be no law upon religion, for it needs no 
law to 4efend it.*' This Epistle concludes thus; 
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^' Talte lieed ; for.h§ that i« in high plae^S'is subject 
to maaj teoiptatioes.'^ 

Soon after John Camm's cetum from this jour- 
ney^ he ugain travelled Southwaix), accoitipauied, 
£it setting out, by four of b^s oeigbbours, viz. Jobn 
Audland, Francis Howgill^ Edward Burroughs 
jind Richard Hubberthorn. Ile^ and Edward 
J3arrough went tbrongli tbe Midland Counties to 
l^ndon, wher^ the others, who had taken a dif- 
ferent course, met tikem- Several other labourers 
in' the ^ame cause, were at this time in the Metro- 
.))olis, and great -success attended their united en- 
4<;avours. A^ter 8on>e time, Jo\m Cafnoi and 
John Aiidlaud found their minds drawn towards 
J3m|Lol| whe^e ^' a great door and eiiectual*' was 
opened unto them, and many hundreds were, 
itljjFOugh ibeir iustrun^ntality, t«in>ed to God aud 
"Ofarist, and to tiie. inward rnanifeBtations of the 
f^olj Spirit in th«ir hearts. 

jSLmong.lhe feuits of their ministry, were Josia& 
'Cole, George. Bishofi^. Charles Marshall, aild 
Bar baia Blaugdon. Qnt whilst many of the pe^ 
iple received theia gladly, the priests were t»uah 
disturbed with the success of their iDinistry, ^od 
incited first a n^ob^and afterwtards the magistrate^, 
against thein. The forn»er was indeed very tu- 
multuous, emlangeiing the live$ of these two 
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friends; :ii]id tlie lalter^issu^^ a- warrant for their 
.. apprehension; but they hadJeft the eity^ and tbere^ 

fare ithadno effect* It appearsjnost probable diat 
.^hey retianied home soon after j leaving Bristol/ as 
..I find them ^t Hereford on the£Mh of the 7ih 
■ jnontb, l6o4, and Joseph Besse stales their beifug 
^>at Bristol in that mcMith. 

: f^doQoti^eetwUhany'aecotmt'OfJdbD Camm 

;^rom this time, until the year 1656> except that 
from the date of ..a letter-toFrietids in Bristol, it 

. tippears he wi» £ltt bonne, at Preston Patrick, ia 
Westmorknd) ' tbeiJ^tth of %tbe ^d moiitlh, 1 655. 

.rln-the year 1 656/ :he and John Audtand again 
^irisited Bristol ; andafter their retifrnrfrom this jouh- 
«ey9 it' is4ikely that great and inereasingz-infimiities 
-confined John Camra to' his home , and- its ^ neigh- 
t>ourhood. He ^vas ^ of a weak -constitution ^..aod 
consumptive hahit, ^and the exercise which he had 
imdergone, Ja the large ; meetings ^at /Bristol aiMl 
other places, many ^f which were in the Apen air^ 

'Ikadno dotibtiuGreased^his weakness. He haid^ 
;indeedy alwag^ travelled with great infirmities, fre« 

/-^pentlj' taking'hb^ son Thomas in company, to 
wait upon him; hut' his bodily disorders now 

; acidly increased, -tinder %hich his mind was, 
jhowever, preserved in. taich patiance t-and -Be- 
^sgnalkm. 
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Daring the time of his illness he frequently 
called his family together, giving them much reli*- 
gious advice, and often praying for them. His 
"oiiBd was not only resigned to his situation, but 
he !liad also learned the ^apostolic Jesson: *^ In 
every thing give thanlcr/'sS'appears from the fol* 
Jowing expressions, which he uttered: *^ How 
:great a benefit do I enjoy beyond liiany, having 
rsuch a large time of preparation for death j being 
dying daily, that I may live for ever with my God, 
-an that Jcingdom that is unspeakably full of glory, 
.^y outward man daily ^wastes and moulders 
"down, and dKaws towards its place and centre ; 
^but my inwai'd man revives and mounts upwrntt 
^towards its. place and habitation in the heavens/* 

On the day of his decease, he called his wife 
:and family together, and after giving them much 
•advice, he fainted, and to appearance passed 
quietly av\*ay in a «weet sleep. ITiis occasioned 
'.such a -sorrow and weeping, that the noise awoke 
hira; and, desiring to be raised in 'his bed, he ad* 
dressed his family to this import: "My deaf 
hearts, you have wronged i«e and disturbed me| 
for I was at sweet rest. Yoa should not so pas- 
sionately sorrow for jpy departure. This bouse of 
earth and clay mutt go^to its place; but this soul 
and spirit is to be gatliered up to the toid, to 

c £ 



7«S 



UTtL OF JOHN cAim; 



live wtth bim for ev^r, and. where we shall meet 
^itb everlastiug jay " 

After these expressioas, be again took leave of 
tbensi and quietly expired in the I Itkinontbi 1656> 
in the Hid year of his age. 



\ 
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IE AM now^ brottgiiti in th« cobrse of my work, 
i<) notice several Friends who suffered death for 
their religious opinions^ in New England; by the 
Episcopalians ; and in order to give the reader an 
idea of the circumstances under which they suf- 
fered; it may be proper to prefix some informa* 
tion, extracted from Joseph Basse's Accouqt of 
Friends' Sufferings. " In that province,'* he ob- 
aerveS; " were sitting at the, helm of government, 
A set of men, making high pretensions to religion^ 
i^nd such as had loudly cried against the tyranny 
and oppression of the bishops in Old England^ 
from wbom they had fled ; professing themselves, 
^ pious and peaceable Protestants, driven by se- 
leerity to leave tfaeir native country, and seek a 
l^fuge for their lives iand liberties, with freedom 
lor the worship of God, in a wilderness^ in the 

c 3 ' 
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ends of the earth/ Yet when invested with poweiv 
We find them exercising a ^ru^l dominion over the 
f^ith and consciences of others; in which they ap- 
pear to us not so inconsistent with themselves a^ 
some have thought : because^ when, under oppres- 
sion, tliey pleaded for liberty ef conscience, they 
understood it not as the natural and common right 
of all mankind, but as a peculiar prmlege of the 
orthodox. They had long before any of the 
Qual^ers came thither, viz. in. the year 1646, made 
a law or order for uniformity in religion, by im^ 
posing a penalty of five shillings per week, on. 
such as came not to hear the established minister^. 
Thus they early began to intrench themselves 
against any further discoveries of truth and religion^ 
by a penal taw; and as to the Quakers, they had 
received an unreasonable prejudice against diem, 
as appears by their rigid treatment of the firist of 
them who came into that country.'' Vol. 2, p. 177. 

Hie preceding passage shows the persecuting 
disposition of these emigrants, who themselves 
fled from persecution. Finding that the people 
called Quakers were likely to visit them either in 
their commercial or religious concerns, th^y made 
severe laws agamst them, punishing those who 
came among them, with cutting off first one ear, 
then in case of repetition, the other, and for a 
third offence boring the tongue with a hot iron*. 
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jAnd when they foand the8e<^ ppnishments insuffi- 
cknt, >vitli 'several era^ addition^^' they at length 
xnade a law for inflicting the punisbmeot of death 
tEmall those wha had been baniahed from them* 
This punishmeBt^ivas^actuaUy executed on three 
men -and one^woQEian)wbo canie^ in gospel love to 
visit them/ and to 'wam them of the*evil of their 
ways ; particularly in indulging a spirit of perse- 
ctttion, contrary to the precepts of Christ Jesus, 
Mr Gonimonr Lord and Saviour^ • 

Wilfiam Robinson/ the first of these sufFerersv 
was a mercfitot in the city of London^ of whom I 
find very little account ; but it appears that he left 
hi» own^ ^rae to pay a religious nsit to the new 
eettlera in AlteeriGa^ about the 'year 1659^ 

In the course of his journey^ he came to Rhode 
Island I and when travelling tfaere^ he found hit 
mind drawn to go to Boston in New Englam^ 
wbere^ as is already noticed^ a law had been made 
to banish all Quaker^ not inhabitants^ from the 
jurisdictiou of that^ place/ and making non-con^ 

ptiance, or returning after comply ing^punidiable 
with death. Marmaduke Stevenson had accom- 
panied William Robinson to Bos ton,: and Maiy 
. Dyer, was already tberei also one Nicholas Havis. 
These four were summoned^ before^ the CbnrI of 
Anistants, from whom they received sentence f< 

c 4 
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b^nishmetit. This however wa» ilot ttiought to be 
sufficient punishment for Williiim Robinson^ who 
being considered a teacher, and a principal, was 
also sentenced to be whipped. TKe sentence 
was (executed upon him, by putting his hands 
tbrough the holes of a great gun, to which the 
. jailer held him fast, while the executioner in- 
flicted upon him twenty stripes with a threefold 
corded whip. 

Bobinson and Stevenson left the town of Bos- 
ton ; but not finding their minds clear of that 
feligious service which induced the^i to come 
l|iere, they remained withia its jiirisdictioiiy and 
visited their Friends in and about Salem. It wias 
not long, however, before the^ were again taken 
up and imprisoned; as was also Mary Dyer, who, 
though she had left the State, found her mind 
drawn to return there, to testify against their an* 
# fighteous laws. After some time of confinement, 
they were brought into court, where John Endicot, 
the governor, presided ; and who, without any pre* 
fatory proceedings, immediately passed sentence 
of death upon them, in these words : " We have 
niade many laws, and endeavoured by several ways to 
Jeep you from usj and neither whippings, nor ira- 
prisohing, nor cutting off ears, lior banishing tipoa 
ipain of death, would keep you fVom amongst us. 
ik *-I desire not jodr deaths. Give ear and hearkea 
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^ your sentenee.-' Her^? William Rc^ioson i|i- 
terrupted him, and desired liberty, to read a paper, 
showing the reason why be had not departed from 
that jurisdiction* This reasonable request, how- 
ever, was refused, and the senteifce was proceeded 
M ith in these words : " You shall be had back to 
the place from whence you came, and from thence 
to the place of execution, to be hanged on the 
gallows till you are dead." 



\ 



The sentence was then passed on the other 
two Friends, who seeing it was in vain to attempt 
to speak, did not offer to make any defence, though 
3Endicot pretended to give liberty to Stevenson, 
who, after sentence was passed, warned them of 
the judgments which would come upon them, if they 
' put their wicked sentence in execution, and thiis 
made themselves guilty of shedding innocent blood. 

4 

( 
% 

^'ese transactions took place on the <20th of 
Octobejj^ 1 i559, and the execution of those vir- 
tuous and pious sufferers, was fixed for the 27tt 
of the same. On the afternoon, the prisoners 
\i'ere taken to the place of execution, guarded by 
about two hundred armed men. Inr the proces- 
sion, drummers were, placed immediately before 
^ condemned persons, and when any of them 'at- 
tempted to speak, ahe«drums wei^ b^ten to pre- 
. Xisax thfdr hssm% heard. Thus did ll^se high pro-f 

a 
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lessors of religion, and pretended lovers of liberty^ 
manifest their want of the most essential qualities 
of both, in their conduct on this occasion. 

During the procession, William Robinson said, 
^' This is your hour, and the power of darkness : 
but the drums beatiiig imqiediately, he did not 
^proceed. When they came to the gallows, John 
Wilson, a priest, of Boston, attended tbem. It 
might be supposed that on this occasion, if he 
could not afford them any religious consolation^ 
he would at least have administered some exhor- 
tation, tending to prepare them for the awful cir« 
cumstance about to take place; but instead of 
this, he insulted them with this low language : 
'' Shall such jacks as you come in before authority 
with your hats on f" This occasioned William 
Bobinson to say to the people: *' Mind you^ 
mind you ; it is for not puttinjg off the hat we are 
put to death.'' When he was on the ladder, he 
thus addressed the people: '^ We suffer, not. as 
evil doers, but as those who have teslified. and 
manifested the truth. This is the day of your visi- 
tation,^ and therefore I desire you to mind the 
Light of Christ, which is in you, to which I have 
borne testimony, apd am now going to seal myr 
testimony with my blood." * 

The unfeeling priest here interrupted him, with 
faying: ** Hold thy tongue, be silent; thou art 
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gotog to die with a lie io thy mouth/' After this, 
tiie rope was put about William Robinson's neck, 
wben he said, '^ Now ye are made manifest ;*' and 
being about to be turned off, be thus expressed 
himself: *' I suffer for Christ, in iivhom I live, and 
for whom I die." After this, Marmaduke Steven* 
«on was executed, and Mary Dyer was reprieved. 

But the malice of these wicked religionists, was 
sot fully satisfied with taking away the lives of 
these innocent sufferers; the dead bodies must also 
partake of their ill-founded revenge. When they 
had hung thd usual time, they were cut down 
widiottt any one holding them, and William 
Robinson's skull was fractured by the fall. The 
bodies were afterwards stripped naked, and then 
rolled into a bole, in which they were left un« 
covered; and when some of their friends woul4 
hftve provided coffins, and given them a decent 
burial, they were not permitted, nor even suffered 
to inclose the place with pales, for want of which 
the wild beasts might have devoured the dead, 
had not the pit been quickly filled with water. To 
complete this infamous business, the priest already 
mentioned gate vent to his unchristian disposition 
£till further, by composing a Song on diese 
martyrs for the support of a good conscience, and 
Ibeir faithful testimony against this hypocritical 
aftd-blood-thirsty peoplct 
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Four days before his martyrdom, WilUam tl*« 
tiinson . ^rote a short epistle M^ich he difectid 
^' To the Lord's People.''~It maoifeBts bo f««y 
the heavenly state of his mind, Ws love to his 
fiiem\s^ and his complete resigaation to the sufr 
ferin^s permitted to befal him, that 1 cannot close 
.this accomu better thaa by gkiflg it to the reader. 
It is as follows :— 

" Tlie streams of my Father*s love rtin" daily 
through me, from the Holt/ Funnttnn of Life, to 
itie seed throughout the whole creation. I am 

, overcome with love, for it is my lii^ and length ef 
my'days ; it is my glory and my daily ^rekigth. I am 
swkllowed up with love ; in love I live, arid with 

. it i am overcome; and in it I d\veli with the Holy 
Seed, to which the blee^^ng of tove is given from 

. God, who is love ; who ba^ shed it abroad in my 
heart, whi<;h daily fills me with living joy from the 

i iUe from whence it comes. 

. ** Ye children of the living Gddl feel me when 
you are waiting in it ; when your henrts and minds 
>re gathered into it; when, in the strength of it 
. 50U are travailing; feel n^ when k runs from the 
fountain into yourveasel; when it issues gently 
iike new wine into your bosoms ; wlieii the ttrength 
smd power of it you feeh wlien you are overcome 
luib strength ai love, wlridb u God, then fe^l 



MB t^t^rtt iti Ihe fcnti^iain of lore, Mrherem ar« 
ifn&iiy inftfMiohSi You ehtidren of the Lord! fe^l 
nte WBBfyt up mtk ^wi in the pyre love^ which 
destroys 'the love whidt b in ennSty Vridi God^ 
:^'bfch warreth agtiint the fteed ifaat prbceedeth 
fronn idle Fadier «f Love^ die Gk>d-oF Truth. 
Let nothing sepms^ jrou fvom thislove^ which is 
Xny life ; neither words nor thoughts, nor any thing 
else, enter betwixt, which is contrary to it, fbr it 
will stain the place of its abode. So dear children, 
who aiie begdtten W lt>ve into the covenant of life 
and love, keep daily in it. This is the portion 
that God hath given to his children to continue in 
liis love, which is the life of the seed, which is 
raised by the power of the endless love of (jod ioi 
the creature. 

" I am full of the quickening power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and my lamp is filled with pure oil, 
SO that it gives a clear light and pleasant smell ; 
stnd I shall enter with my beloved into eternal 
rest and peace, vyherein I am swallowed up; with 
die life of it I am filled; and in it I shall depart 
with everlasting joy in my lieart, and praises in 
xny mouth, singing hallelujah unto the Lord, who 
hath redeemed me by his lining power from amongst 
kindreds, tongues^ and nations. And now the day 
of my departure draweth near, / huve fought a 
goodjigkj I have kepi the bolif faith; I have near 
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Jinuhed imf coune; my travailing is near at an end; 
my testimony is near to be finished^ and an eter* 
nal crown is laid up. for me, and all whose feet 
are shod with righteousness and the preparation 
of peace, even such whose names are written ia 
the book of life, wherdn I live and rejoice witb 
all die faithful seed for evermore. 

^' Written by a servant of Jesus Christ. 

» WILLUM ROBINSONS 



CHAPTEB IV.. 
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This fellow-^ufierer with William Robinson^ 
lived at Shipton, near Market- Weighton, in York-* 
shire. The earliest account I find of hiro^ is 
contained in a paper which he published at Boston 
after sentence of death had been pronounced upon 
him. It begins thus : ** In the beginning of the 
year 1655> I was at plough in the east part of 
Yorkshire, in Old England, Bear the place where 
ihy outward being was; and as I walked after Ae 
plough, I was filled with the love and presence <X 
the living God, which did ravish my heart when I 
felt it, for it did increase and abound in me like a 
living stream : [yea] so did the life and love of 
God run through me, like precious ointment giving 
a pleasfuit smell, which made me to stand stilL 
And as I stood a little still, widi my heart aa4 
mind stayed upon the Lord^ the word of the hopi 
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came to me in a still small voice, which I did hear 
perfectly, saying to me, in the secret of my heart 
and conscience : " I have ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations ;*' and at the hearing of the word of 
the Lord I was put to a stand, seeing that 1 was but 
a child, for such a weighty matter. So at the time 
appointed, Barbadoes was set before me, unto 
•which I was required of the Lord to go, and le^ve 
my dear and loving wife and tender children ; for 
tlie Lord said unto in^ immcidiately by his Spirit, 
diat l>e would be as an husband to my wife, and 
as a father to my children, and they should not 
want ih my absence, for he- would provide for . 
Ihem-when I was gone," 

Notwithstanding these prospects, he remained 
under the exercise about three years, not sailing : 
for Bar%adoes till the fourdi moiidi, 1658. While 
tie wgs on this island, he was informed of the law 
made in New England, for putting Friends to 
-Aja\h who returtied after banishment. On hcar^* 
irfg of this law, his mind felt a secret attraction 

* ftat way; and after he had finished his services m 
" Baf badoes, he sailed for Rhode Island, where he 

visited his Friends in th^e love of the gospel* 
Here, as he relates it, ^ the word of the Lord 

* came to me, saying, Go to Boston wiA thy brother 
*'tVilliam Robinson.'* With tfiS intimation of duty 
n^ complied ^ Hoc result of Kvbich being already 
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related in ^e.aecount ^( Willtam Robinflon, it 
%(rould be superfluous to repeat it. After hts conn 
panion had suffered^ Martiiaduke Stevenson step- 
ped up the ladder, and expressed himself thus td 
the surroundtng multitude : ** Be it known unto 
ally this day, that we suffer, not as evil doers, but 
for conscience sake." And when he was about to 
be turned off, he said : '^ This day shall I be at 
rest with the Lord/* 

During his^GOf^nement, he not only wrote the 

pvpeTj from which an extract is already made, but 

also a long Address to ike Inhabitants^ of Shtpton^ 

%¥eight6n, and elsewhere^ which is entitled, '^ A 

Call from Death to Life, and out of the dark Ways 

^and Worships of the World, where the Seed is 

held in Bondage under the Merchants of Babylon .'^ 

H^ at well as his ffeUow^sufferer, .wrote a letter 

:4tirected '^ To the Lord's Peophs;^ which showing 

>.the state of his iiiind when the prospect of death, r 

by the band of an executioner was before him> it 

,in4y be proper to insert a part of it here; viz. 

T ^ i ' ~ 

\. /' Oh ! my dear and well beloved oaei> who are 
sealed with ^ in the holy covenant of our Father^s 
love, my love and life runs out to you all who are 
chosen of God and faithful; for y6u are dear unto 

'me, the Lord knows it, and are as seals upon my 
breast. Yt)u lambs of my Father's fold, and 
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ihsq^'of his pasture^ th« ramembmice of 'you v 
precioBs to m^, my dearly beloved ooes, wh6 ar« 
of the holy seed^ aad^bear tho right im»giSy which:'' 
springs from the true vino and offspring of David^ 
and stock of Abrahanii tbe^fadier^f the foithfiilf 
and the redeemed opes, who are reconciled to « 
God and one to another^ in that wlujch sea and ' 
land cannot separate ;- wh^re you^^iay ^feel me^ 
knit and joined to you, in the spirit of truth, and>« 
linked to you as members of his body ; who is our ^ 
head and rock, of sui« defence^foriw-to ^'trntof : 
where we are kopisafe in the hoar of temptation? 
and in the day of trial shall we-be preserved in tho 
hollow of his hand ; where his banner of love will ^ 
be over us^ to compass us-fiboul; .: where we shall ' 
have recourse to the living springs^' which ' come ^ 
from the pure fountaiir and weH-spring of life^^ 
which issues fortii<abaBdaiitf)r to^ refresh diehmK 
gry and streDgthen the feeble minded ; where yoii « 
may feel me, my beloved ones^ in the green pas* 
tures, among the lilies of the^ pleasant springs, 
whereour souls are babied and refreshed together, 
with the overcomings of God^s love, and the virtue 
of his presence, which is^ as pr$ckmi omimeni ' 
jmired forth, giving apkasant smeiL 

'' So my dear Friends! let us always wait at the 
altar of the Lord, to see the table spread; that 30 
we may sit down and eat together^ and be re- 
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'freshed mUk the Udden nunma, andliving food of 
life, t&al cofses from Him who is our life, our 
peace, ouv strength, and our Preserver night and 
day. O ! my beloved ones !Ibt us all go on in Us 
strength>/who is our Prince and Saviour, that his 
image we may bear, who is meek and lowly ia 
heart, and mind^the true and sure foundation of 
many generations,, the chief Cower Stone, ekct and 
prechus;the Rock^fAges o»^hich the Saints-were 
built ; and if we al( abide thereon^ we shdl never 
be moved,l>ut stand for ever as trees of rightMu»- 
ness, rooted and- grounded in Him, who will be 
with us in all our trials and temptationr vriiich 
we may meet witbalF; and here will the Lord our 
God be honoured by us all that are faithful ttnt<^ 
death : we shalT assuredly have a crovm of life 
which will never be taken from us*- 

^* Oh I'vaj beloved ones, what shall I say unto you, 
who drink with me at the living fountain, where 
we are nourished and brought up as twins, at the 
hreasis of consolation ; where I do embrace you in 
the bond of peace which never will be broken. 
O ! feel me and read me in your hearts ; for I am 
filled with love when I think upon you> and broken 
into tears; for the remembrance of you doth re* 
fresh my sonl, which makes me often to think 
upon you, and have, you in remembrance, you 
jewels of my Father, 9siA first fruits of his increase^ 
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if X forget you, then let the Lord forget me. Nay^ 
verily, you caaoot be forgotten by me: so long aa^ 
I abide in the vipei I am »^ branch of the same 
nature with you, ^bich springs from the same 
nature which the Lord hath blessed, where we do 
grow together in bis lUe and imagej^ as members 
of bis body; where we shall live together to all 
eternity^ and sit dowii in^ the kingdom of rest and 
peace^ with Abraham, Isaac, and Jaeobf to sing . 
the songs of deliverance to the Most High that 
sits on the throniBi wba alone is worthy of all 
honour and living pfaise^ to wboya it is due now^ 
and forever.^ Ambn/' 



CHAPTER V. 



ZIFE OF MJRY DYER. 



CJONCEIINING Miiry Dyer, whose^rcprieif^ 
4»a8 been4iiready4ioticedy I find^bHt Uttie account 
#xcept what relates tocher sufferings ai Boston. 

ft 

She icasn nuMTiad wooian^ and lived in Rhode 
^Island^ "wbere she •bore an excellent «liaractei\ 
She. was thesnpther of several children, and her 
'husband was a man of reputation and respecta** 
biUty; bujfcnot of the saote religious persuasion. 
After her compantoas had received the judgment 
•of the couFt> sentence of death was «lso passed on 
her, to which'sbe repKed: *^ The will of the Lord 
be, done.'' Endieot then ordered the marshal to 
take her away ta the prison, when she said t 
f' Yea^joyfntly I go;'^an<lin l^r way*there, she was 
engaged in uttering praises to Ood^ , She was in* 

deed full of joy in the Holy Spirit^ and . told the 

marshal that he might let her nlone, for she would 

>go to prison without him; to which he replied: 
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^^ I believe you, Mrs. D^er ; bat I must^do wha^ 
I. am commanded/* Whiht in prison, she wrote 
to the General Court in Boston, remonstrating 
closely vdth them on the subjett of Akeir bloodj 
laws* 

After her felloW'prisoners, tWiUtam Robinson 
and Marmaduke Stevenson, had suffered, she step^ 
ped tip die ladder, expecting immediately to un-^ 
dergo the sanie .punbbment« Her dotfaes were 
tied about ber feet,the halter put about her neck^ 
and bar face covered with a hancftercbief, with 

which "Priest Wikon «tipp}ied the hangman. But 
after all this preparation was -made, a ^'Ciy vf^» 
heard : " Stop, for rihe is ^reprieved/* This aj)- 
pMurS'toibave been -no 4i<foig« of Joy 4o 'her, 4or 
her mind had entered into so folLa^Tetignation to 
tbepro6pect4>f death, that she seemed already, parti- 
cipating of the joy«'Of that eternity which appeared 
then before'jieFv When'har'feet were loosed, and 
1^ bad Ubetty given ber to* come ^own, ^he con<^ 
iJnued where she was, and told those about her^ 
that ^e was there mlling to suffer as her breAren 
hafl doney except they ^ouM annult: their wicked 
law. She was at *I^gtfa felrced away and taken 
back to lier prison* * II%is -reprieve was owing ^ 
the inteircession of her son, to whom it seems Ih^ 
magistrates durst not^tken deny that favour* 



Tbe day after faer reprieve, ike again addressed 

-the General Couct^atBosion. The address sho\vs 

<^ie fortiinde of-lier mind, and the .^de^p sense 

^hid» die entertained of the .«rttel disposition of 

^her persecutors. It begins thus: '' Once more 

:to4the General Courti^ssemUed in Bostm speaks 

"Mai^ %er^ oven .as iKfere. Jtfy life knot ac- 

.<e|^ed^jieitfaer availed me, inxomparisoo of the 

4ivcs and liberty. of the truth .4ind Jervant» of the 

' living God, for wbicih in Ae bowels of love and 

^ meekness I sought yon- yet nevertheless with 

-kicked band&have yon pnt two of them to death, 

which makes me to foel tbat>liie meraes of ihe 

>lviGked is cruelty. ^ rather dioose to ^iie '^an 

live as from you, as guihy^f their imioceur blood. 

"Therefore, seeing my request is hindered,' I leave 

--you jto the -righteous Judge and Searcher of vaH 

^ iearts*" 

« . - • 

. Bfber reprieve, iVivttsdii<eeredHiat she shouf a 

-continue in^|>rison forty^ight hours ; after whidi 

'it appears she iMas put on a horse and conveyed 

' :fifttoen billies towards^Rhode Isktid, mid wsks^^en 

' jlef^witb a man^and horsc^lo^be conveyed forwanf; 

4>ut s)ke^ent/^em back, and Went home without 
lUieir assistance. AftarTesiding here and on Lcmg 
msland for several tti»ntbs,-sfae again apprehedded 

it her duty to visit thb ttmn^f Boston. She ac« 
"^ordiagly^ returned thet^ on the ^Sl9t ^f the Sd 
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iD)onth^l66()^«nd ten days afterwards wassomnrotied 
before the General Court, where, aftena few iii»* 
terrogatorks, En^icot pasBe^ this sentence upon 
her: ^' You must return to the priaoa, aodahere 
remain till to-morrow at nine o'cloek; theii from 
thence you must go to the galhrvi'B, and ther« 
be hanged till you are dead." On this Mary 
Dyer remarked: >^ Tliia is no more than what 
diou saidst before;" to which Endicot replied i 
*' But now it is to be executed, therefore prepare 
, yourself to«morrow at mnifi o'clock." 

• 

She then addressed (he Court in these words : 
*' I came in obedience to the will of God the last 
General Court, desiring you 4o i^peal your un- 
righteous laws of banisbmeot <m jpain of death, 
and tlie same it» my work now and earnest request^ 
although I told you tbaj if you refused to repeal 
them, the, Lord would send others ^f bis servants 
4o w^ness against tbein." 

Afler arlittle more conversation) she was ordered 
to be taken to prison, and about tjbe time appoint- 
ed next morning, the mai'sliai cam« in a batty, 
rough manner to take her to tbo place of e?ie<iii- 
tion, to whifii ^e wa& led by a band^ soldiers, and 
Mitb druois beating before and bebiiid, to. prevent 
her being heavd if tht should say any» thfi^ to- the 
people. ^ The gallows w#i««t)o«i# a mUedij^taol 
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* 

irom tbe prison. When she came there^ and had 
4i8cended tbe ladder, she was told, that if she 
M'ould j^etufn she might come down and save her 
life, ta which she replied: *' Nay, I cannot; for 
.in obedience to. the will of the Lord I came; and 
in his will I abide faithful to the deathV' 

She was then charged with being guilty of her 
*own blood; on which she replied : " Nay, I came 
to keep blood-guiltiness from you, desiring you to 
repeal the unrighteous and nnjust law of bauish- 
*ment upon pain of death, made against the inno- 
cent servants of theLiord; therefore my blood will 
be required at your hands, who wilfully do it; but 
for those that do it in the simplicity of th^r hearts, 
I desire the Lord to forgive them. I came to do 
•the will of my Father, and in obedience to his will^ 
1 stand even to death/' 

4 

Some more cottversation passed between her 
:and her persecutors; and when one mentioned 
her saying, she had been in Paradise, she replied : 
" Yea, I liave been in Paradise several days." It 
appears that iier mind was now in the same 
situation as on going to the place of execution 
ihefore, v^hen, in replying to some insulting Ian* 
rguage, she said : " Thin is to me an hour ^f the 
greatest joy I ever liad in this M'orld. No ear can 
iiear; no tongue can utter; and no heart can imr 

D 
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^erstand (lie sweetancomes, and the refreshings of 
/the Spirit pf, the, Lord which I now feel." 

Other -expressions nowldrppped from her, de- 
scriptive of the happy state, of her nund in fixe 
prospect of ^t eternity; into whi^h ihe Mas about 
entering. In this fitate she ii^as turned off, and 
died A martyr for Ghnst, jind'/orVher testimony 
against persecution and persec^utor^. Her conduct 
on this occasion, with her addresses to, the eourt, 
evince .her to have been a woman of goofd.abilities, 
great fortitude^ s^nd jdiqus resigqatipn to..the ^fill 
of God. 

The state of mind in ii^hi^h.she twice met. the 
prospect of death, manifests the hope she enter- 
tained of a glorious immoitality) into \i^hich there 
is abundant ifeason'to belie Ve'lsheliappiiy.eaterelly 
experiencing the truth of the Apostle's observa- 
. tion, that '' these light afflictions which are init for 
a moment, work for us a far more exceeding aiAl 
'•eternal weight of glory.'* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



LIFE OF WILLIAM LEDDRA. 



jFOR the sake of connecting tlie accotints of 
^ese New England nrartyrs^ I stiall digress a 
little^ and but a little, from dironological order, 
in my notice of William Leddra. He was an in^ 
, liabitant of the bland of Barbadoes. la tlie year 
16585 he came to New England^ and, at Newbury, 
he-aiid his companion Wallian) Brend, were forced 
out of the town, and conveyed to Salem, where 
they were examined by the magistrates. After 
] acknowledging ttiemselves to be of the^ Peopl<!^ 
called Quakers^ it was objected to therti that thej 
maintained dangerous errors ; and when they asked 
what these errors were, they were told that they 
denied Christ who suffered on the cross at Jertt- 
salem, and that they denied tlje Scriptures. Thra 
charge they boldly contradicted, asserting that 
they owned Jesus Christ who slifferetl death at Je- 
rusalem, and that they also o\ATied the Scriptures. 
Notwithstanding this declaration, they were m- . 
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rested, sent to Boston, and committed to the house 
of correction diere, only because they were found 
t6 be Quakei9« 

As.tbey would not work for the^beBefit of tbe 
jailer, be kept them five days without food, -though 
they offered to pay for it. After this privation, 
he inflicted upon them twenty stripes with a whip. 
When this severityfaad been.exercised/he told them 
.that if they would pay the marshal for leading 
them out of the country, they. might go; but they, 
, considering it unreasonable tO;pay for their own 
banishment, refused, jet offered to go away if the 
prison doors W€re opened to them for^that purpose.' 
With this the jailer did not diink proper to com* 
ply, aud the next day exercised his crueldisposi- 
tion on William Bt^nd, in such a shocking. manner 
as produced much discontent and ^ great clamour 
in the towp. 

William Leddra continued for some time in the 
house of correction at Boston, where he M^as fre- 
.quently whipped, l^ut at leingth vwas discharged. 
He was also imprisoned at Plymouth, and ulti- 
jnateiy banished from the colony, on p^in of death 
if he should return to.it. Where he went.after his 
banishment. I do not ^find ; but 'he did not con- 
tinue long absent, feeling his mind strongly im- 
pressed with an apprehension of duty again to 
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'visit these persecuting people, and those who suf- 
fered from- them. Returning toBoston^ though 
almost certain* of the consequences which would 
ensue, he was there arrested, sent to jail, fastened 
to a log of wood, and kept chained night and day, 
in an Open pnson; during a' very cold winter. 

In the first mbntU, 1660- 1, he was brought be- 
fore the Court of Assistants, with the chain and 
log at his heels; Being placed at the bar, he was 
informed, that halving returned after sentence of 
banishment, be had incurred the penalty of death 
t^ the law. Upon this he asked them what evil 
he had done ? To which the court replied, he had 
owped those who were put to death, and had said 
that they wer^ innocent ; that he had refused to put 
off his hat in court, and would say thee and thou. 
He then asked them if they would put him to 
death for speaking English and for not putting off 
Jiis clothes. To this Major Dennison answered, A 
man may speak treason in English. On which 
William Leddra asked : " Is it treason to say thee 
«nd thou to a single person ?" 

I have given this conversation at length, to show - 
the light charges which these persecutors brought 
i^ainst those, on whom they indicted the punish* 
ment of death. The. hat had given great offence 
in 8otn0 of the former sufferersi and it was evea. 

D 3 
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thrown in the teeth of one of them, at the place 
of execution. But to what a degree of prid^ 
must the minds of these m^n have attained, who 
could persecute^ as many have done^ innocent and^ 
virtuous men, because they withheld this mark of 
respect^ and addressed individuals in the singular 
number; language which they themselves used to 
their Maker. Surely it was high time diat these 
corrupt and pride-gratifying practices should be^ 
checked; and though the testimony against them 
may be classed, among the lesser matters of the 
law of our God, yet I believe when duly consi- 
dered, it will be found to be a dulty which is called 
for from U9 as a peoplci, 

^o return to the subject of this Memoir. Af- 
ter a little more conversation between him and his 
persecutors, he said : " I appeal to the laws of 
England for my trial; if by them I am found 
guilty, I refuse not to die." This appeal, how- 
ever, was rejected, and the Court attempted to 
persuade him to a recantation and compliance 
with their will; but this attempt he rejected with 
disdain, saying : " What ! to join with such mur- 
derers as you are ! Then let every man that meets 
me say : *^ Lo ! this is the man that has forsaken 
the God of his salvation." 

The court, finding their prisoner steadfast and 
immovable; passed sentence of death upon himi, 
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and appointed the 14di of the month for the exe-r 
cution of their sentence. A morning lecture waa 
also appointed on the- same day, in ivhich the 
priest was not- backward to anihisite the magb* 
trates^Jn th^ exeoution^of their cruel sentence* 

When this shocking preamble to the executioif 
ef an unchristian and wicked law was finished, the 
govcHior came to the prison with a guard of 
soldierai; the prisonec-'s irons were knocked off, and> 
be,, after takii^ a solemn leave of his fjcUow-pri* 
sonars, cheerfully went forth when called. The 
guard instantly surrounded him, to prevent any of 
faia fidends eomiiig near to speak to him; atwhich^ 
one of hi» friends^ Edward Wharton, said to them; 
''What! will ye show yourselves worsen tfian* 
Bonner's bloody broodf: Will you not let me oomek- 
near my suffering friend before you kill him V* To 
thb one of the company rq>lied :; '' Oh \ Edward! 
it will be your turn next;" and an officer threa^ 
tened' to stop his mouth, if he spoke another 
word. 

The procession Jbeing come to the place of 
•xectttion, William Leddra took leave of his 
Iriend, Edward Wharton, and said to him : *^ AH 
Ibat will be Christ's disciples must take up his 
CEOSs/' Then standing on the place where the 
guard directed him^ he said to the people : *^ For 

J) 4 
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oeariDg my testimony to the Lord against the de- 
ceivers and deceived, am I brought here to suffer.'^ 
When the executioner was putting the halter 
about his neck^ he meekly said : " I commend my 
righteous cause unto thee, O God !" and ae he waa 
turned off, he cried out : ^^ Liord Jesus ! receive 
my spirit." 

Thus did this innocent martyr, patiently suffer 
utider the cruel laws of men, who Bppe^ed to be 
inseasible to all the compunctions that either' 
justice or mercy excite in the human heart* The " 
state of his mind under his siifferitigs, wi^s such as^ 
became a christian ; and his spiritual enjoym6tit$^. 
previous to his death, evince snch a participatioi^' 
of the beatific vision while in the body, ar is not 
often experienced, as will appear 'from the *fol-* 
16\^ing extract from a letter> written the dayliefor^r^ 
his death, and addressed, 

. *^ To the Society of the little Flock of ChnstJ^ 

" Grace and peace be multiplied. 

'^ Most dear 'andiQw«rdIy'<belavQd t 

" The sweet influences of the morning star^ like 
a ilood, distilling into my innocent habitation, have 
so filled me with the joy of the Lord in the beauty" 
of holiness^ that tny spirit is as if it did not inhabit 
a tabernacle of ^ clay, but is wholly tJwailoWed up 
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in the bosom of eternity, from whence it had its 
being. 

''Alas! alasl what can the wrath aud spirit of 
man that Jasteth to envy, aggravated by the heat 
and strength of the king of the locusts, which 
came out of the pit, do unto one that is hid in the 
^cerets of the Almighty> or unto them that are 
gathered under the healing Wings of the Prince of 
Peace? Under whose armour of light they shall 
be able to stand in thte day of trial; havmg on the 
breastplate of righteousness and the sword of tht^ 
Spirit^ which is their weapon of war against spi- 
ritual wickedness, principalities and powers) and 
the rulers of the darkness of Ais worl^ boOfc. 
within and witboutr- 

« Ob! mr beloveili X have waited like a dove 
at the witKlows of ih^ ark; and have stood still in 
that watch wbidi^^ Master, without whom I 
could do nottk^, did at his comrag reward with 
the fulness of his love> wherein my heart did re^ 
joice, that I might, in the love and life ef God, 
.^peak.a few words to you, scaled with the spirit 
of promise, that the taste thereof might be a 
savour of life to your life, and a testimony in 
you of my innocent death. And if . I had been 
altogether silent, and die Lord had not opened 
mymouth unto you, yet be would have opened 
y.our hearts, and there have sealed my innocence 
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with the streams of life, by which we are all bap- 
tized into that body which is of God, with whom 
and in whose presence there is life ; in which as 
you abide, you stand upon the pillar and ground of 
truth. For the life being the truth and the way,^ 
go not one step without it, lest you should com- 
pass a mountain in the wilderness; for to every 
tliiug there is a seasoa. 

'^ As the flowing of the ocean doth fill every 
creek and branch thereof, and then retires again 
towards its own being and fulness, and leaves a 
saroiu" behind it, so doth the life and virttie of 
God flow into every one of your hearts, whom he 
hath made partakers of his Divine nature; and 
when it withdraws but , a little, it leaves a sweet 
savour, behind it, diat many can say they are made 
clean through the word that he hath spoken to 
them ; .in which innocent conditioD you may see 
what you are in the. presence of God, and what 
vou.are without Him." 

He then proceeds in a strain of instructive ex- 
hortation to his friends ; but what is already 
quoted may be suflicient to manifest the desirable 
state of mind, which he experienced on this 
solemn otcasion. 
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LIFE OP THOMAS JLDJM. 



This Friend was one of the earliest converts 
of George Fox in the county of York. His mo* 
tfaer^ wife, and two sister?, were all convinced 
about the same time. This was in 1651. ^His 
residence wais at Warmsworth, near Dopcaster, 
where I suppose him to have been bom ; but in 
what year I have n<^ been able to ascertain. 

r 

Ptevions to his knowledge of George Fox, he 
appears to have been a man religiously disposed, 
and was much attached, to some of the ministers 
of that day, I suppose those caHed Puritans, who 
at that time, having overturned Episcopacy, took 
possession of the places of public worship and the 
livings of their predecessors'. With these, how- 
ever, he became cKssatisfied, for he aspired after a 
greater degree of light and purity than he had yet 
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met with. Such was his conditioDy when George 
Fox came into the neighbourhood of his residence, 
through whose ministry he was effectually turned 
from darkness to light, and from the power of 
•satan unto God. 

The 4octrine of a principle of Divine light, or 
the Spirit of Christ illuminating the soul, and 
opening to it the way of life and salvation, was 
readily acknowledged by him ; through which he 
was drawii from a dependance on his former 
teacliers, separated from the ways, of the worlds 
and himself qui|lified to bear a living testimony to 
the truth, inviting others to *' taste and see how 
good the Lord is," • 

In his ministerial labours^he ^^snot only exercised 
in the meetings of his Friends, but often attended tlie- 
public places of worship, where he was frequently 
cQucerned to speak of the things of God, and at 
times to testify against the conduct both of the 
priests and people, tie was thus engaged at 
Warmsworth, Hatfield,, Wickersley, Edlington^ 
Tickiiill, Bawtry, Thome, Handsworth, Rossing* 
ton, and Pontefract. In almost all these places 
he met with very rade, severe treatment ; but 
at Thorne, when the priest ordered the constable 
io take out that rude and unovil fellow, who came 

* * 

100 uncivilly in and made a distuj:bance; the coa* 
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stable being of a different spirit from the priest; 
replied : *' He disturbeth no man, nor doth any 
man harm." After the prietst had finished his 
sermon, Thomas Aldoin preached to the people: 
Some of the rude sort, after the example- of their 
priest, reviled him; and, not content with words, 
proceeded to blows, both' with their hands and 
feet, and even spit upt)n him, turning him out of 
their church, as tbey called it. Hiis may serve aa 
rather a favourable specimen of the treiatment, 
which he generally met with on these occasions. 

About the year l65^, in consequence of a con- 
cern of this kind at Warrasworth, he was com- 
mitted to York Castle by Darcy Wentworth > John 
Copley, George Byard, and Ttiomas Westby, 
Justice^. It is likely he was die first Friend who 
was a pritoner in that place for his religious prin* 
cl{Aes, and he was cotitintied a prisoner about 

two y^ars and a half; during w^hkfa time he was 
not only prevented from visiting hid family, but his 
wife and relations frequently were not suffered to 

\isithim. 

• « • ' ' . . * ■ 

Dutibg tMfe long itB|>risoomeftt, be was-brought 
to trial before Judge Parkel'; biitTfaomai Aldam 
not paying the judge- the tistial complinieht of 
taking off the bat,' and likewise addressing him in 
the singular number; with some remonstrances <m 
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conduct, the judge fined him forty pounds^ 
and committed him to prison, with an order for 
him to be kept close prisoner till he paid it; but^ 
on application to Oliver Cromwell^ an order was 
given for his liberation. He bore his long con- 
finement with much patience, under a sense of the 
Lord's goodness to him ; and hes bad many oppor- 
tunities of religious service, and of remonstrating, 
with, the judges and justices, on the sufferings 
which they imposed on an innocent people^ 

Besides this imprisonment, he also suf&red 
much in his property for not paying tithes and 
other ecclesiastical demands.. 60 great was the 
enmity of the priest of Warmswortfa, that after alt 
his cows had been taken, from him, and he had 
borrowed one of a relation to supply his family 
with milk, the cruel priest threatened to take that 
away also. This priest, however, was reduced to 
poverty, bis own children' prodigally spending bia 
property, and be himself died suddenly. 

Though Thomas Aldam was a great sufferer, 
both in body and property, on account of his re^ 
ligious principles, yet his feelings wiere not con-^ 
fined to himself, but were extended to his suffering 
Friends, in various parts of the -nation ; for whose 
relief he travelled ^uch in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, visiting them, in their prisons, and lajing 
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tfieir, distressing situations before those in author 
nty« It Was i>n one of these occasions, nvhea 
applying to Oliver Cromwell, that he took off his 
cap before the Protector, and tore it to pieces, 
saying: ** So shall thy government be torn from 
thee and thy house/' This prediction he just 
lived to see fulfilled, dying in the year 1660. 

In his last illness, he experienced much irfward 
support and resignation to the event. At one 
time be felt his strength so renewed, that he 
thought he could go to London, if required; but 
soon added: ** 1 am clear of the blood of all 
men; I feel nothing to this man/^ meaning Charles 
the Second, who was then* just restored to his 
crown. 'The day before he died, he called his 
children together, and after giving them some ad- 
vice, took his leave of them, and the next day 
resigned his soul into the hands of his Creator. . 



From the character I find given of this Friend, 
he appears to have been possessed of many excel* 
lent qualities. He was a man of great courage 
and firmness of mmd, and being fully dedicated to 
the service of God and the support of his religious 
principles, he laboured and suffered much in that 
day of violence and persecution. Whilst his tes« 
timony was sharp against evil-doers, .he was very 
tender towards those in whom he discovered ^in- 
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cere desires towards God and the knowledge of 
tiis truth. He was a man of universal charity^ 
manifesting a dilsposition to do good unto all rhenv 
and thus showing forth tHe praise of Him wiio ^ 
liad called faiai out of ^darkness into his marvellous' 
Ugbt. 

In his own family, to use the words of his son, 
*' He wIbw often very broken hearted/ watching 
over his children in the fear of the Lord. And 
when I: rem§s^l»er4 the fervency of spirit which did 
attend him^ and liow, when he had been to take a 
journey on Truth's' account, he' would have called 
his wife and children, and in great tenderness and 
humility hw^e bowed his knees before the Lord, 
and poured out his supplications unto Him, de-^ 
siring earnestly that the Lord mighi go with him, 
and committing ua intb his keeping; and what 
brokenness of /li^ait was amongst us at such times 
and how the love of God did abound, then can 
my soul say, those were precious seasons, and are 
not to be forgotten by us ; but to be recorded to- 
posterity, that w« may tell our children, and they 
abb may declare it when we are gone, how good 
the Lord* hath baei^: unto bis people, and what 
great cause they. have to love Him, <»iid put their 
trust in Him; that iso hisnanie may be renowned 
amongst our lamilieS; sO long as. they shill have a 
beipjr/' . ' 
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It has already beea noticed^ tbat Thomas AI- 
dani's motheFi \f'\fe, and two sisters> were all con- 
vinced by George Fox, Of the motiier I find no 
Airtber notice. His wife survived him only about 
thr^e months: she was a religious woman, ^* of a 
very meek and quiet spirit, given up in all things 
to God's disposing/ 
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The two sisters^ Margaret Eellam and Joan 
Kellam, 'continued faithful tO' the convictions diey 
had received^ and were both serviceable women in 
the Society. Margaret travelled^much in Trudi's 
service, and many, were convinced by her.' She. 
suffered imprisonment in several places, as Exeter, 
Banbury, and York. ** Great/' says her nephew,^ 
^* was the boldness that did attend Her, in sounds* 
ing forth the truth, in the streets, steeple-houses^ 
and market-places^ and to the heads and rulers of 
ike people y and the Lord was with her. She 
finished her course in- the faith> signifying to a near 
fielatioB, before her departure, the great peace she 
enjoyed with the Lord, and the clearness of con* 
science she had before him.*' She died in the 
year 1672. 

Joan Kellam> died in the year 1681, having 
l^een a very useful woman, and of much religious 
experience, by whkh she became as a mother in 
Israel, and a leader sympadiizer with diose who 
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MTere in a state of suffering^, wbether in body-of^ 
in mind. 



These accounts are principaUy taken from a^ 
publication by Thomas Aldam, son o£ him whose 
life has just been noticed; The- son appears to 
have been a very useful member of th^ Society of ^ 
Friends, but I find little oii record' relating to Uim^- 
George Voxj int su testimony respecting the father, 
calls the son ** a hopeful young man ;'' and it is^ 
probable before I come in the order of my worL 
to the time of his decease, something may be 
found coneemiiig bim. deserving, of further notice. . 



CHAPTER VIII. 



LIFE OF JAMES NJYLEB. 



JaE was born in the parish of Ardalejr, near 
Wakefield) in Yorkshire, about the year I6l6«. 
His fiither was a husbandman of good reputa 
and property^ He gave his son a good English 
education, who married about the tune of his re- 
moval into the parish of Wakefield. When tlie. 
eivil wars broke out, he entered into the Parlia*, 
.mentis army, first under Lord Fairfax, and after^ 
wards as quarter- master, under Major^General 
liambert He continued in the army about eight 
years, when being disabled by sickness in Scot- 
land, he returned home about the year 1649* 

In 1651, George Fox visited that part of York-^ 
shire where James Nayler resided, and he with 
many others attached themselves unto him. He 
appears to have been one of those who had im- 
bibed, previous to their acquaintance with George 
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Fox, the same religious prtncipks) and therefore 
gladly received his testimony^ 

Soon after this, he apprehended himself called' 
to leave his family and devote himself to the ser^ 
vice of God. Of this he gives a particular ac^i^- 
count in his^trial at Appleby^ of which this- is the 
substance : ** That when he vras at plough^ medi-^ 
tating on the things of God, he heard a voice bid-^ 
ding him go out from his kindred and his father's ^ 
house, having a promise given with it, that the' 
Lord wt>uld be 'with him/* At this hie did-exceed-* - . 
ingl]^ rejoice, that he bad heard' the voice of God,, 
^iloiii he had believed in from a* child, and whon^ 
be endeavoured to' serve. When he went bome^. 
henuvdepnepafatibn* fof liis ' journey'; but being: 
afterward^ disobedient, th«» wralh of God, he says; 
was upon him^ so that he was 'made a wonder to^ 
others^ Mid it was tiiotiigltt he would have died ; 
but being afterwards mad^ willing^ and going out 
with a'Mend, not then thinking oh a journey, he 
was commanded to go Westward, not knowing 
what he was to tlo there; but when 'he came, it 
was given him what to declare. Thus he con* 
tinued^ not knowing dne day what hewastoilo 
die next; yet the promise of God, that he would- 
be with bim^ he found made good to him ewrf 
day* 
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It appears that he £rat travelled into Lapca- 

shiFe, where we find him with George Fox in the 

Inland of Walney^ a fellow-sufFerer in the cruelty 

\ of the barbarous inhabitants of ^at place. He 

was also a party in the trial at JLancaater S^ssionSf 

. ^related in UieJife of George Fox. James Nayler 

^afterwards travelled into Westmorland; and at 

JCendal and the neighbourhood, received some 

jTude treatment from the priests and people ; but 

4hey were not permitted to injure him or his 

.companions. 

s 

At Orton, where 'te and several Friends de- 
signed to hold a religious meeting, five priests and 
many people assembled to make disturbance^ and 
prevent the meeting being held. The priests in- 
vited James and his friends to hold the meeting in 
the town field, and they accepted the offer, seeing 
that a private house was not sufficient to accom- 
modate the numbers collected. Here the priests 
began to dispute on the impropriety of meeting 
there, and coUecUng so many people together t6 
\ .'break the peace. Much wrangling succeeded, 

• after'M^bich James returned to the house of one 

.of his friends, where the meeting was held, though 
with niuch disturbance from the rude people, 
who were collected for the purpose of mischief; 
no material injury was, however, sustained, and . 
vthat evening James left the place, and thus for the 
4)Fesent escaped the fury of his enemies. 
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The priests in this country appear to hav^ heeu 
uncommonly violent and cruel. Not tontent^mth 
preaching against Nayler, and imputing to hv^ 
blasphemy, with other false accusations^ they 
raised an armed multitude, who came to the house 
where he was, threatening to knock out his brains 
against the wall, or to pull down tlie house if he 
Would not come out ; and when they were told 
diat the doors were open, (he people, informing 
the priests, rushed violently into the houte, seized 
James Nayler by the throat, dragged him into the 
field, and afterwards with a pitchfork struck off 
bis hat, commanding him to answer such questions 
as the priests should ask him. They put many 
questions to him, wliich he answered so well, that 
they couid not take any advantage from them to 
prosecute him. After much wrangling^ one of 
the priests advised the people not to receive James 
Nayler into their houses, and then departed, leav- 
ing him and his friends to the violence of the rude 
multitude. But a justice x>f the peace who \mB 
present, seeing the dangerous situation in which 
the Friends were placed, kindly assisted them in 
returning to the house from which they caune^ 
which they entered without receiving much harm. 

On this occasion, Jariles was publicly engaged 
to praise the Lord, for his wonderful deliverance 
from the power of his enemies, which some of 
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thelh^liearuig, said : " If we let him go on thus, 
-all people will run after him.'' He was -therefore 
^aio 'baled out of the house, taken by the justice 
.-andt^priest to-a neighbouring alehouse, and there 
^comaiitted <to Apfdeby jaiL He was taken to 
(JCirkby Stephen that night, where many of his 
-friendr foUowed him ; and Francis Howgill, speak- 
«ing to the people, was also ^tak-en up, and con>- 
^mtiedi to Appleby prison with James Jtayler. 

i 

'Wbilst these / innocent ^^suffefers were i» jail,- 
their enemies were busily- employed in obtaining 
; all the accusations ithey could against Ibem; and 
j«t Ac'. sessions beld^rt AppAdby, in tbe month 
^jcalled. January,. i65^, James Naykr was tried on 
an. indictment for blasphemy. This charge was 
^ocbasi^ned by the^doctrine preached, and particu- 
larly 'inflosted on by ottr'^early Frieikls, that df the 
.XJgbt^of Christ, universally communicated to the 
-human race* ^Hiis^ tiiey term^, wKb the Apostle 
4»f tbe -Gentiles, v'^*'€hrisC 4n you the Hope of 
^ .Glocy ; and Atrtberillustftfled witb an< exhortation 

f lof the^^ame Apostle : ''4Pro¥e yourselves, linow 

ye iiot your ownselves, how that Jesus Christ is 
.in you, except ye be reprobates^." 

. .This ;doctrine the enemies <^fihe Society endea^ 
voiiipred %o convert into a blasphemous application 
'^ Christ to themselves; but notwidistandiog tb6 
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0treQuou8.eBd0avoiiniof -semeof Ihe jusfticefl, (be 
charge could not be substaDtiated; and Aothony 
PearsoDi who dieii sat oq the beodh, was gobt 
vinced by the examination of Jame9 Nayler* 
Benson was another of the justices, and was fuUj 
sensible of the insufficiency of the jevidence to 
prove .the charge of blasphemy ; but notwith- 
standing the evident innQcence of (he prisoner, 
two other justices were so. violent as to commit 
' him upon the petitions of the ministers, though at 
the hazard of being iined by the judges at the 
assizes. It was therefore ordered that James 
ISayler and Francis HowgiU ^ould ^remain in 
prisoOy where they were arbitrarilyxonfined about 
five months, and then discharged. 

After his lU>eration^ James continued some time 
in the North; and when he bad finiftliedJias service 
there/he travelled Southward, and.camifc to Londoa 
in the year 11654 or 5. Here began those tempta- 
tions of self-exaltation and. spiritual pride, which 
for a time separated him from his brethren, and 
subjected bim to severe bodily sufferings,, from 
lliose who wi^re then -in power. 

Edward Burrough and Francis HowgiU were 
At that time in the city, and great success attended 
their ministry. With them James Nayler united, 
and his gift being of a very sublime and captivat* 
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iftg %iB€^ as well aB<ie^p aad aound^ ho becaiiie 
much admired aod followed by ittany of thos^ who 
heard him, some of whom were «o injudtcjious and 
=weak as to draw invidious comparisons between 
bim md his brethren. This proceedeji sp far^ tbat{ 
Edward Burrough and Francis .HowgiH ^vere 
sometimes ioternipted . in th^r reli|poug ser- 
vices, by the pretepded iriends of 4i^iki^s Nayler* 
A woman of ^he name of Martha Simmons, was 
tlie pi^UAqip'al iik^^iis improper conduct ; .and when 
veptov^ for it>.8hi& maide bm* complaint to James 
Nayler ^tn so lamentable and moving a manner, 
that be wa'aT carried away with her r^ection^ on 
his best fsieflda and feUo^4ab<wrer0 in the same 
gospel. 

When, bis indiscreet followers bad so far pre- 
vailed, as in a great measure to separate him from 
his former friends, lljey proceeded to greater 
lengths of wild and extravagant conduct. Leaving 
London, he travelled a$ far as Exeter, where, it 
appears he was committed to prison ^ and during 
his (Confinement here, Martha S.in^mons, with 

other two women alike reprehensible as herself. 

'. -.'*•' 
proceeded so far in their extravagance as to bow 

and kneel before him, and to kiss bis feet.. Nor 

did they stop here, but, botli he and they became 

so darkened in their imaginations, that after bis 

release from Exeter prison, he permitted these 

E 
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<Woinen and a man, to act the most extravagant 
ijonlluct towards him. The man went bareheaded 
before' him, a woman led his horse, die three 'mo^ 
men, ahready notieed, spread their scarfs and hand- 
tercfaiefs before' him, vi4rhile a number of persons 
in company snngy ** Holy, -holy, holy is the Lord 
God of Hosts, Hosannah in the' highest. Holyi 
Jioly, holy is the Lord God of Israek" 

IVhen ihey fcam« to Bristol, James 'Naykr and 
aeveral of his company, were examined by the ma?^ 
giatmlea oa account of their extmvagant conduct^ 
and afterwards committed to prison. From Bris* 
tol they were cemoved> to London,ito- be examined 
by the Parliament, or a Committee of the House* 
The attention of Parliament was occupied many 
days' on the subject, and much diversity of senti* 
ment prevailed on.the punishment proper to bd 
. inflicted. ' 

On the 17'thof Deceniber, 1656, after a long 
<}ebate, the House came to the following resohi- 
tion: ** That James Nayler beset on^the pillory^ 
\vith his head in the pillory iii me '^iilace YartJ, 
^Vestihinster, during the space of twobours, on 
Thursday next, and be whipt by the 'hangmail 
l9irough the streets, from Westminster to the Old 
Exchange, London ; and there likewise be set on 
Ihe pilloiy, with his head in the pillory, Tor the 
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sfiace of two faours> between the hours of eleveu 
and one on Satnrday next; in each place wearing 
a paper containing an inscription of bb crimes ; 
and diat at the Qld Exchange his tongue be bored 
tbrougii with afaot iron, and he be there also stig"-: 
matized in the forehead M'ith the letter B. And 
that he be afterwards sent to Bristol^ and be con* 
veyed through the said city on horseback/%vith his 
face backward^ and there also be publicly whipt the 
next naarket-day after he conies thither; and that 
from ihencehe be commiited to prison in Bridewell, 
Londk^n, and r^rained from tlie society of all 
people^ and there to labour hard till he shall be 
released by Parliament; and during diat time be 
debaired tiie use of pen, ink, and paper, and shall 
ha^ no relief, but what be earns by his dailjT 
labour/' 

I do not find that any punishment was inflicted 
on tfiose to whom the charge of blasphemy most 
properly belonged ; for th^itgh Nayler was cef'- 
tajinly highly jculpable in permitting sudrconduct 
towards him; yet it might be considered, tliat» in 
thi^ eye of the law, those who behaved in so im« 
proper a manner, were the guilty persons. Indeed 
many people thought that the sentence was a very 
severe one: to be executed npon a person, whose 
trime seemed to proceed more from a clouded 
undentandiug, than from any evil intention, 

E 2 
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, The day after the sejitence was prononnced^ the 
.first part of it was put in e^ecuUon^ and borne 
with so much patience and quietness^ as was asto- 
nishing to the beholders. His body was in a most 
•pitiable state, and in addition to the three hundred 
and ten stripes which he receiiFed on his body^.his 
feet were much hurt by the horses treading on 
them, so that the prints of their shoe nails were 
visible. A person who washed his wounds, in a 
^certificate whidi wad presented to ParHament, 
thus describes his situation : '^ There was .not the 
space of a man's nail fre&from stripes and bloody 
from his shoulder near to his waist ; his right arm 
sorely striped, \k% hands, so much hurt with cords, 
€hat they bled.and were^swelled. The blood aivi 
wouhd&of his back did very little appear at first 
sight, J)y reason of the abundance of ^lirt tb^t 
covered them till it was washed off." 

Many people, not of the Society of Friends, 
were so affected with the severity of: this punish- 
ment, ^that application was made to Parliament 

for a pdstponement of the rest jof the -sentence, 
which was to take pl^ace only two days after the 
first part was executed. This reqxiest was granted, 
.and a week's respite obtained, whieh was. em- 
ployed in fur^er applications; first to the Parlia- 
ment, and afterwards to the Protector, -for atotai 
; remission of the rest, of the sentence. Five minis- 
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tm, whose names w/er^ Caryl, Manton, N*ye, 
Griffith^ and Reynolds, .were setit to converse 
with Nayler; but tbough be gave suth explana- 
tions as might free him* from the charge of bias* 
pbeiiiy, yet his understanding appears to have been 
still much' clouded, and he far from being suffir 
ciently sensible of the great impropriety of those 
extravagant 'expressions, which were used towards 
him, and which be considered as only applied to 
Christ, wfap^ aecording to his principles^ was m 
bsnii 

' Notwithstanding the earnest applications which 
M^ere made, it was concluded to inflict the remain- 
ing part of the sentence, with the intermission of 
only one week. Accordingly, on the 27th, he was 
taken to the Exchange, where he was put inta the 
pillory, his tongue bored through, and his foreheskd 
branded, with a hot iron. It was very remarkable, 
that although many thousands of people were sup- 
posed to be present, great quietness prevailed, and 
very few were heard to revile him, or seen to 
throw any thing at him. One general sympathy 
appears to have been excited by his cruel punish- 
ment, (3t admitting the worst on his part, it may 
certainly be considered as exhibiting a specimen 
of the harsh and unfeeling temper, which so ge« 
nerally marked those times. 

B 3 
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. After the execution of his sentence in London, 
h^ was sent to Bristol, and the remainder of his 
sentence was executed there. He was then com* 
jnitted to Newgate in that City, and thence re- 
turned to Bridewell in London, where he was 
kept a prisoner for about two years. During this, 
imprisonment, he was favoured with a deep sense 
of his transgressions, and also with a true repen- 
tance for tliem ; and having obtained the use of 
pen and ink, he wrote several books and papers, 
condemning his conduct in very feeling terms ; to 
which he added several more after his release 
from Bridewell. 

The following pieces extracted from these publi* 
cations, will no doubt be acceptable to the reader* 

1st, A Testimony to Christ Jesus, delivered to 
the Parliament who persecuted him as a Bla^ 
phemer, written in the time of his imprisonment 
in Bridewell. See James Nayler's Works, Intro- 
duction, page xxxv. 

£d 8c 3d, Two short papers of Confessions, &c. 
taken out of his own hand-writmg, page xxv &. vi.— *• 
Ibid. 

4th, Beginning *' Glory to God Almighty,^ 
page li. ix^.'-^Ibid, 

5th, " And in the day w^en my God lifted my 
feet out of the pit was this given forth/^ page xlfx. « 
Ibid. 
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: No* !• A Testimony to Cheist Jbsus^ &c. 

^^ Christ Jesus the Tmmanml% of whose suffering? 
the Scriptures declare^ Him alone I confess before 
men, for whose sake I have denied whatever wad 
dear to me in this world, that I might win him, and 
beYound in him and not in myself; whose life and 
virtue I find daily manifest in my mortal body; 
(which is my eternal joy and hope of glory ;) whom 
alpne I 9eek to s^fVe in spirit, soul and body, 
night and day, according to the measure of grace 
working in me, that in me he may be glorified 
wbether by life or death; and for his sake I suffer 
all things, that He alone may have the glory of my 
ehange, whose work alone it is in me. Even ta 
Aat Eternal Spirit be glory, and to the Lamb, 
forever. 

^ But to ascribe this name, power, and virtue 
to James Haylerj pt to that which had a beginning 
and must return to dusf, or for that to be exalted 
or worshipped, to me is great idolatiy; and with 
the Spirit of Christ Jesus in me it is condemned ; 
which Spirit leads to lowliness^ meekness, and 
kMo^-euffering* 

^^ So having an opportunity given, vrith readiness, 
I am willing in the fear of Gpd the Father, ii^ 
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honour to Jesus Christ, and to take off all offences 
from every simple heart, this to declare to all the 
world, as the truth of Christ is in me, without 
guite or deceitj^ daily finding it to be my work to 
seek peace in truth, with all men, in that Spirit. 

*' James Nayieb/* 



No. £ fc S. Two Short Papers, &c, 

'* Dear Brethren, 

^' My, heart is broken this day for the offence 
that 1 have occasioned to God's truth and people, 
and especially to you, who in dear love followed 
me, seeking me in faithfulness to God; which I 
rejected,^ being bound wherein I could not come* 
forth, till God's hand brought me, to whose loi%^ 
I now confess ; and I beseech you forgive wherein 
I evilly requited your love in that day. God 
knpws my sorrow for it since I see it, that ever I' 
should offend that of God in any, or reject bk 
counsel ; and now that paper you have seen lies 
much upon me, and I greatly fear further to offend 
or do amiss, whereby the innocent truth or people 
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of God should suffer, or that I should disobe;^ 
Ihereiot • . ' 

^' Unless the Lord himself keep you from 
me, I beseech you let nothing (else hinder your 
coming to me, that I might have your help in the 
Lord. In the mercies of Jesus Christ, this I beg 
of you, as if it was your own case, let me not be 
forgotten of you. 

** And I beseech you speak to Henry Clarke^ 
or whoever else I have most offended ; and by the 
power of God, ' and in the Spirit of Christ Jesus, 
I am willing to confess the offence ; that God's 
love may arise in all hearts as before, if it be his 
will, who only can remove what stands in the way ; 
and nothing thereof do I intend to cover. God is 
witness herein." 



** Dear Friend, 

'^ I would not grieve thee, nor any way offerld 
the people of the Lord, who is my witness of the 
daily sorrow and travail- of my soul, for the of* 
fences which have been already/and that {he peace 
of any should be broken through me who are det\r 
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to me.; aiid iiothiug have I in this world neaf in 
my hearty but his innocent people^ whom he hatb 
called out of the world ; and I cannot trouble you 
Wt I oppress my own life ; the Lord God of Peace 
rebuke him, who daily seeks to tarn the simplicity 
out of its way ; who hath loug withstood me, and 
doth withstand me. Truly my heart dreads for 
fear of more divbions, gladly would I see thy face, 
if it be the will of God ; my bowels earn in un- 
feigned love towards thee. God knows I lie <iot ; 
and in the spirit of meekness I know thou wilt 
feel me in truth. And whatever the Lord, in any 
oi you, shall lay upon me, I am willing to su£fer 
or do, that all breaches may be removed from 
the just* 

" James Nayler.** 



' ' ' No- 4. 

*' Gkny to God Almighty who ruleth in the 
heavens ; and in whose hands are all the kingdoms 
^f the earth ; who raiseth up and casteth down at 
his wi)I j who hath ways to confound the exalta?* 
tion of roao, and to chastize his children ; and to 
make man to know himself to be as grass be* 
fore him, whose judgments are above the highest 
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of > vas^f and his pity reachetfa the deepest misery'^ 
and diQ arm of bis mercy is underneath to Hft^dp 
the prisoner out of the pit^ and to save such as 
trust in Him from the great destruction, Mrhich 
vain man, through his folly, brings on himself; 
who hath delivered my soul out of darkness, and 
made ^ay for my freedom out of the prison* 
house, and ransomed me from the great captivity ; 
^ho divides the seas before him, and removes the 
mountains out of his way, in the day when he 
takes upon him to deliver the oppressed out of 
the hand of him, that is too mighty for him, in the 
earth. Let his name be exalted for ever; and let 
all flesh fear before Him whose breath is life 
to His own^ but a consuming fire to the ad- 
versary. 

'* And ta the liord Jesus Christ, be everlasting 
dominion upon earth, and his kingdom above all 
the powers of darkness, even that Christ of whom 
the Scriptures declare^ ^hich was, and is, and is 
to come, the light of the world to all generations; 
of whose comii^ I testify, with the rest of the 
children of light, begotten of the immortal Seed^ 
whose truth and virtue now shine in the world 
unto ^e righteousness of eternal life, and the 
Saviour of all that believe therein ; who hath been 
the rock of my salvation, and his Spirit hath 
giv^P' quietness and patience to my aoul in deep 
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afiKction, even for hb name's sake. Pi-aisea for 
ever. 

''But condemned for ever be all those falsf 
worships^ >¥ith which any have idolized my p^* 
son, in the night of my temptation, Mvhen the 
power of darkness was above. AU their casting 
off the clothes in the way, their bowings and sing« 
ingSy and all the rest of those wild actions, which 
.did any way tend to dishonour the Lord, or draw 
the minds of any from the measure of Christ Jesus 
in themselves, to look at flesh which is grass, or 
to ascribe that to the visible which belongs to 
Christ Jesus ; all that i condemn, by which the 
pure name of the Lord hath any way been blas- 
phemed through me, in that time of temptation, 
or the spirits of any people grieved that truly love 
the Lord Jesns, throughout the whole world, . of 
u^bat sort soever* 

• " AnA all those ranting, wild spirits, which 
then gathered about me, in the time of my dark- 
ness ; 6nd all their wild actions, slnd wicked worda 
agSnst the honour of God, and his pure Spirit 
and people : I deny the spirit, the power and the 
works thereof, and as far as I gave advantage, 
through want of judgment, for that evil spirit in 
any to arise,* I take shame to myself justly, having 
formerly had* power over that spirit in judgment 
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^nd cBftcerningt >vher«v6c it viras.; Whiek darknete 
came over me through wai^ of* watch Ailness and 
4AeAience to the pure eye of God/ and diligent 
minding the reproof of life^^ which condemns the 
adulterous spirit. So the adversary got advantage^ 
who ceases not to seek to devour^ and being taken 
captive from the true light, [I] walked in the night; 
where none can work, as a wandering bird fit for 
the prey; and if the Lord of all my mercies h,ad 
not rescued me, I had perished ; for I was as one 
appointed to death and destruction ; and there w;a9 
none that could deliver me. 

. ■« ■ • ^ 

^' And this I confess that God may be justified 
in his judgtnenV and magnified in his mercies 
without end ; whp did not forsake his captive in the 
night, even M'ben his Spirit was daily provoked and 
grieved; but bath brought me forth to giv^ glory to 
bis name for.ever. And it is in my heart to confess 
to Godr and before men, my folly and oififence in 
that day ; yet was there many things formed against 
me at that day, to take away my life, and cast 
ujK>n the truth, of which! am not guilty at alU 
as that accusatiot^ as if I had committed adultery 
with some of those women who dime with us 
from ^xtter prison; and also those who were with 
me zt Bristol, the night before I suffered there. Of 
both which accusations I am clear before God^ 
who k^pt me at that day, both in thought and 
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4ecdy as to all womeiiy as a little child. God if 
mj, record. And tbis I mention in particular, hear^ 
ing of some who. stiU cease not to reproach there* 
withy God's truth and people ; that ikte month of 
enmitj may be shut from evil-speaking, thougk 
this touch not my conscience^ 

** And this I give forth, that it may go as far as 
the oifence against the spirit of truth hath gone 
abroad, that all burthens may be taken off with 
the truth, and the truth cleared thereby, and the 
true ligiit and sdl that walk therein ; and the deeds 
of darkness be condenmed ; and that all that are 
in darkness may not act in the night, but stay upon 
God who dwells ia the ligh]^ who, with the 
workers of iniquity, hath not fellowship ; which 
had I dcme, when first darkness came upon me, 
and not been led 1^ others, Z had not run s^ainst 
that rock to be broken, which so long had borne 
me, and of whom I had so lai^ely drunken, and 
of which I now drink in. measure; to whom be 
the glory of all, and' to Him most every tongue 
ipnfess, as Judge and Saviour, God over ali^ 
blessed for ever. 



^ James Nayler. 
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No. 5. jind in thai day when my God lified my 
feet out of the pity was this given forth. 

" It is in my heart to praise thee, Oh my God! 
Let me never forget Thee, what tliou hast been to 
me in the night, by thy presence. In the day of 
trial, when I was beset in darkness, when I was 
cast out as a wandering bird, when I was assaulted 
with strong temptations, then diy presence in secret 
did preserve roe; and in a low estate I felt thee 
near nie. When the floods sou^t to sweep me 
away, thou set a compass for them, how far they 
shoirld pass over ; when my way was tbrougfa the 
sea, and when I passed under the mountsiins, there 
was thou present with me. When the weight of 
the htlis was upon me, thou upheldest me, else 
bad I sunk undeit the earth. When I \^a8 as one 
altogether helpless ; when tribulation and anguish 
was upon me day and night, and the earth without 
foundation ; when I went on the way of wrath, 
and passed by the gates of hell^ when all comforts 
Stood afar off, and be that is mine enemy had 
dominion ; when I was cast into the pit, and was 
as one appointed to death ; when I was between 
the millstpnesy and as one crushed with the weight 
of his adversary, as a Father tho^ wast with me^ 
and the rock of thy presence. When the mouths 
of lions roared Against me, and fear took hold 
of my soul in tbe pitji then I called upon thee in - 
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the nighti and my cries werci strong before tbee 
daily, who answeredst me from thy ha>titation, and 
deliveredst me from thy dwelling place; saying, 
I tsiU set thee above all thy fears, and lift up thy 
feet above the head of oppression. 

*^ I believed and was strengthened, ^nd tby word 
was salvation. Thou didst fight on my part when 
I wrestled with death ; and when darkness would 
have shut me up, then thy light shone about me, 
and thy banner was over my head. When my 
work was in the furnace, and as I passed through 
the fire, by thee I was not consumed, though the 
flanges ascended above my head. When I beheld 
the dreadful visions, and was amongst the fiery 
spirits, thy faith stayed me ; else through fear I 
had fallen. I saw thee and believed ; so the enemy* 
could not prevail. 

« 

*' When I look back into thy works, I am asto- 
nished ; and see no end of thy praises. Glof-y, 
glory, to thee, saith my soul ; and let my heart be 
ever filled with thanksgiving. Whilst thy works 
remain, they shall sIjow forth thy power. Theiv 
didst thou lay the foundation of the earth, and 
ledst me under the waters ; and in the deep didst 
thou show me wonders, and the forminst of the 
world. By thy hand thou ledst me in safety till 
thou showedst me the pillars of the earth. Tjien 
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did the heavens shower flown ; they were covered 
with darkness and the powers thereof were shaken, 
and thy glory descended; Thou filledst the lower 
parts of the earth with gladness> and the springs 
of the valleys were opened; Thy showers de- 
scended abundantly ; so the earth was filled with 
virtue. Thou madest thy plant to springs and the 
thirsty soul became as a watered garden. Then 
didst thon lift me out of the pit^ and set me forth 
in the sight of my enemies^ Thou proclaimedst 
liberty to the captives> and calledst my acquaint 
tance near me. They to whom 7 had been a 
wonder looked upon me ; and, in thy love, I ob- 
tained favour in dtose who had forsook me. Then 
did gladness swallow up sorrow, and I forsook all 
my troubles; and I said bow good,b it that man 
be proved in tho night, that he may know his 
folly ; that every mouth may become silent in thy 
hand, until thou maksst man. known to himself; 
and .'hast slain the boaster, and showed him tho 
vanity that vexetb thy Spirit.'^ 

Printed A. D. 1659, 



m 
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The foregoing papers must convince every 
iinpre|«dtced person, of the sincerity of James 
JNayler's repentance, and I think will adso excite a 
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a feeliog of tender sympathy Mritk kirn utider hk 
deep sufferiagSy bodily tod .mental. Tbey cer- 
tainly represeat him in an amiable point of view, 
and engage our attention and ifspect^ as well as 
our sympathy. 

After his liberations he continued some time ixt 
London; but it appears went once as far as Bri»- 
tolji where in a public meeting he ihade confession 
of his offence;, in- so powerful a manner, as drew 
tears from nearly all present; and many who were 
not so before, became reconciled to b^m» 



In the year I66O, he left London witb a view 
of returning to his family in Yorbdiire. In the 
course of bis joume]^ he was seea by a Friend of 
Hertford, sitting by the wayside m a very awful 
frame of mind. The Friend invited him to hi» 
house, but he declined the invitation^ signifying his 
desire to presa forward. He proceeded into Hun- 
tingdonshire, travelling on foot, and was observed 
by a Friend in that county, passing through a 
town, with such a solemn countenance, as indi- 
cated his being redeemed from the earth, and as a 
stranger or pilgrim m it, who was seeking a better 
counti7 and inheritance.. 

When he was a few mMes nordi of Huntingdon 
ke was taken ill, and it was said robbed and left 
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bound. Being fgand by a countryman, he wa9 
taken to a Friend's house at Holm, near King's 
Ripton. At the latter plaoe lived Thomas Pamela 
a physician, ivbo came to visit him. After his 
• friends had performed son^e kind offices to him» 

r" 

he said : H. You have refreshed my body^r the Lord 
refresh your soql^/' He did not live long after 
his removal to this Friend's house, hut departed 
this life in peace, about the Qth month, 1660, in 
the 44th year of his age, and was buried in Thomas 
iParael's burying ground, at King's Ripton. 

About two hours before his decease, he ex« 
pressed himself to the following import: ^' There 
is a Spirit which 1 fee), that delights to^ do no 
evil, nor to revenge vOf wrong ; but delights to 
endure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the 
end. Its^hope b to outlive all wrath and conten- 
tion, and to weary out all exaltation and cruelty, 
or whatever is of a nature contrarv to itself* It 
sees to the end of all temptations. As it bears no 
evil in itself, so it conceives none to any other. It, 
it be betrayed, it bears it ; for its ground or spring 
is the mercies and forgiveness of God. Its crown 
is meekness; its life is everlasting love unfeigned; 
it takes its kingdom with intreaty and not with 
contenticm, and keeps it by lowliness of mind. In 
God alone it can rejoice, though none else regard 
it, or canovm its life. It is conceived in sorrow^ 
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and brought forth without any to pity it, nor doth 
it murmur at grief and oppression. It never re* 
joiceth but through sufierings, forwith the world's- 
joy it is murdered. I found it alone, being for* 
saken, I have fellowship therein with them who 
lived in dens and desolate places in the earth;- 
who through death obtaiued thid resunection and 
eternal holy life/^ 



I, 
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According to the account published ia 

the Biogra|)hical Dictionary of 1798, in 15 octavo 

volumes, this singular man was bom in the county 

of Durham, in the year 1618. Though he was 

not, for the greatest part of his life, a member of 

the- Society of Friend^; yet, as he at length re- 

ceived their principles and died in their faith, he 

seems to claim a place in these Memoirs. And 

..the reader, is desired particularly to notice, the 

.difference between the turbulence of the partizan, 

ivhiph nparked the early and the principal part of 

-;hi$ life^ and the calmness and meekne^ of his 

, latter days^ after he had adopted the principles of 

;' the despised people, called Quakers. 

V ' ... 

His father was possessed of a valuable estate^ 
-4ind resided at Thickney Purcharden, the family 
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Beat, in the county of Durfaam. John was a younger 
son, and being placed out as an apprentice to a cIo-» 
thier or woollen-draper in London, when only twelve 
years of age, he must have acquired a very small 
stock of learning. Tlie master ^as a Puritan, and 
the apprentice had been educated in the same 
religious sentiments. His deficiency in learning 
was supplied by a precocity of parts, and forward- 
ness of disposition, which rendered his situation as 
an apprentice, uneasy to him, and he complained 
to the Chamberlain of the City, of his master's ill 
usage. Tlius early did he manifest a dispoa^n, 
impatient of control, which he carried with him 
through the greatest part of his life. 

The times in which Lilburne lived, weft stick 
as were likely to find employment for his active 
and enterprising mind. When his apprenticeship 
expired, instead 6f prosecuting his tnide, he at- 
tached himself to the discontented party of that 
day, and ijn the year 1636, was sent to Holland by 
Dr. Bastwiclc, \ivho WdS d prisoner by order of the 
Star Chamber, in the Gatehouse, London. Lil- 
buV&te^S eVrand was 16 obtain the pl-inlit^ of some 
pieces in Holland, unfavourable both to the civil 
and ecclesiastical gq^emment of this country, the' 
principal of lirhich, -was Bastwick's '' Merry 
liturgy.'' For the distribution of these and other 
similar publications, he was brought before the 
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Hi^ Commission Court, and sent^oed to be 
-whipped at the cart's tail, fpotn Fleet Prison to 
the Old Palace Yard ; there to st^d two houra 
on the pillory ; to remain in the Fleet Prison lk\l 
4ie conformed to iiie rules of the court; to pay a 
£ne of 5001. to the kkig^ imd lo ^d securky for 
^ good bdiaviour^ 

He bore hia punishmeA^thso nm^hibfrtrtiide 
■<mxd spirit, that he acquired die name of 'f Free*. 

bom ' Jofan^' from his* enemies ; while bis frienda 

esteemed bim as^a^^abit. Ibese circnmstanees 
•^voccoired in the year 16^9 and it appears that be 

continued a. priscmer in due jReet till 1640, part 

of the time loaded with double: ifoo8'on4iis arms 
Hand legs, -imd confined in one of the vforst wards* 

Here he was suspected of setting die prison on 
V fire, > but probably witbont- cause. Tbe fear of 
"fain^liowev^i'^^ phtidttced seaie «meHaration of :1bs 

aitoation, by wbich^ineans be «found opportmiity 
"to publish a piece of bis own> entitled ** Tbe 

€bfisHan M^'s Trial;" 

* 

The paf ly ^o wfedi Lilbbrftd Wais attaciiedj 
gaining the ascendancy, be was liberated ; yet bis 
testless spirit sckytd brought lidn agtdn into'diffiCttl>* 
ties. Erf^ty in ^e yfeaV 1641, he m^s arraigned 
before die House of Lorrf^, for an assault upon 
%he Governor of the Tower, Cdonel Lunsford>, 
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* but was soon dismissed; and in 1646. and some 
succeeding years, he obtained decrees for a pecu<- 
niary remuneration on account of his sufFerings^ 
out of the estates of those who were attached to 
the royal party. 

The civil wars noXnr bt6k« out with great vlo- 
lence, and Liiburne of course attached himself to 
the Parliament. He entered the arniy as a cap- 
tain imder the Earl of Essex, and was taken pn* 
sooer in an engagement^ at Brentford, bttt'wa« 
exchanged for one considerably above his r^rk, 
after iwing tried at Osiferd for high treason. 
When the Earl^refTsed the Scotdi Covenant upron 
hit followers, Liiburne differed widi him,' and 
through Cromwdii's interest was ^advanced in the 
army, la . thisi station be tignaHzed himfelf on 
various occasions^.. piurtkulavt^ in the battle of 
Marstoa Moor, near Vork^. and was; advanced 
to the station «QflieutaBantk)oioaei^ nndertbe Eai4 
of Mancli«Bter*.i31iis appears «to^ 'have been the 
termination of his milit«r|f career ; for> quarrelling 
with the Ear], he consequently lost his station 
under him, and he was also committed, ^Ifirst to 
Newgate, and afterwai-ds ,ta the Tower, for his 
im^Qper conduct to th^E^rl, as. Speaker of the 
House of luords. He continued .prisoner till the 
>*ear i643> whi^n^n order was made to discharge 
)um from his imprisqnment, and 4o.: make hiia 
con4>ensati(>d for his sufiG^Qngs* * 
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In die year 16499 ^^ ^^^ again brought to trial 
for high treason, against Oliver Cromwell and the 
House, of Commons ; both of whom he had repre- 
sented, in divers publications^ as destroying the 
liberties of the people of England. The expres- 
sions which he used in these publications; Manifest 
the most undaunted courage in the support of 
those principles of liberty in which he had en- 
gaged. One of the publications was entitled, 
** An Impeachment of High - Treason against 
Oliver Cromwell, and his Son-in-law Henry Ireton, 
Esquires, late Members of the late forcibly dis- 
solved House of Commons, presented to public 
View, by Lieutenant Colonel John Lilburne, close 
Prisoner in the Tower of London, for his real, 
true, and zealous Aftection to the Liberties of 
this Nation." The bold title of this piece will 
convey an idea of the spirit in which it was writ- 
ten, and both Cromwell, and the whole Govern- 
ment as then constituted, are represented in such a 
degrading point of view, as must have been very 
galling to their feelings; and, considering the point 
and ability with which Lilburne wrote, very in- 
jurious to their power. 

In the fcourse of his trial he manifested that 
undaunted spirit and genuine love of liberty, which' 
jiad always characterized him. So low was the opi-' 
jtiion which he entertained of the then existing 

1' 
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government^ that he declared what he had done 
was not only no high-treason ; but that the govern- 
. inent was sudi that no high ^ treason could be . 
committed against it, and that therefore all true 
Englishmen were obliged . to oppose the tyranny 
that was exercised. 

The trial las^ted three days, during wliich Lil^^ 
bume pleaded his own cause with so much force 
of argument, that the jury unanimously acquitted 
him of the charges brought against him. 

When the verdict was pronounced, the people 
in Guildhall, where he was tried, shouted for joy, 
for about half an hour; and the judges, who had 
used all the means they could . to « condemn the 
prisoner, felt much chagrined^with the verdict, 
*and with the demonstrations of joy which it pro^ 
duced. It appears from ihis trial, as well as from 
various other circumstances, that much dissatis- 
faction existed with the ruling powers, who had 
disappointed the expectations of the people in 
various matters, which they had ^iven reason to 
suppose would be reformed, in case they came 
into .power ; und this disappointment so operated 
upon Lilburne's irritable mind,' as to produce the 
violent conduct and expressions for which he 
%as tried. 
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LUborne ^vas no doubt a man of a turbulent 
spirit ; so much so^ that it was sarcastically said 
of him^ if he only were left in the world, John 
would be against Lilburne, and Lilburne against 
John. He, however, possessed an honest inde- 
pendence of mind, with a consistent love of li» 
berty. Many as well as himself had risqued their 
lives, in opposing the monarchy and hierarchy of 
the preceding rulers; and they vainly hoped, that 
after demolishing a government which was disa- 
greeable to diem, and of which they had many 
just causes of complaint, they should be able to 
erect one that would be perfect. In this, how- 
ever, as is cpmraonly jthe case, they were sorrow- 
fully disappointed; and according to their own 
representations, they were mucb more dissatisfied 
with the new than with the old state of things. 

It rarely happens that those vvho are instru- 
mental in the destruction of existing governments/ 
are qualified to supply their places with better. 
But in all these commotions, the eye of the 
Christian is directed to that over-ruling Provi- 
dence, who makes them ultimately conducive to 
his glory, and to the benefit of mankind. " His 
way is in the whirlwind and in the storm, [politic 
cal as well as natural,] and tlie clouds are as the 
dust under his feet.^^ 

F 2 
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fin \65l, Lilburne involved himself in fresh 
contention, in consequence of which the Parlia*- 
«aent fined him 70001. and banished him from the 
nation. Before the act of banishment could pass, 
he fled to Amsterdam, but, returning without 
Jeave, lie was again arrested .and Imprisoned. 
Dover Castle was, in 1665, the place of bis con- 
finement; and it was during his residence there, 
that he was visited by Luke Howard, aTrieild of 
that town. By his religious conversation'he Vf^ 
not only conv^c^d of the Principles of the Society 
to which Howard belonged; but his mind became 
.settled in a degree of calmness, to which he had 
before been much a stranger. HisAvife* had mani- 
fested much affectionate attachment to him in' his 
sufferings, as he hadulso done to her, and know- 
ing, I. suppose, of :tfae alteration which had taken 
.place in her husband's mind, she endeavoured to 
|trengtheti^ him with /the following advice, in a 
ietter which she wrote to 'him. 

' '^ My Dear, Retain a sober, patient spirit within 
the^, which I am confident thou shalt see will be 
q{ niore force to recover thee, than all thy keen 
jpietal hath been. I hope God is doing a work 
upon tbeevand me too, as shall make us study 
^ 4P;Ui;s^lves more than we have done." 

This advice was so grateful to her husband, 
that in replying to her, ii^ repeated it, with these 
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observations : - " Oh my dear love ! I am deeply 
entered ioto my part of it. Tikejmghiy power of 
God enable thee to get in too^" and. also to gp 
through thine ;^ and effectually : to' gq cheerfaHy 
and willingly along, hand in hand with me; which 
would render thee much' more amiable/ lovely, 
and pleasant in my eyei»/ although- thou wert 
clothed in rags^ than thou couldst be 4o me in thy 
drawing back, or standing still where thou wast, 
when I last saw thee/ though therein thou wast 
clothed all over with rich and outwardly glistering 
earthly diamonds^ and in the- g|:eatest of earthiy 
IHf^osperity. 



»^ 



** Tarn sorfy thoaart so straightly put to it tot 
money; but to live on God by faith^ in the depth 
of straights, is the lively conditipn of a christian. 
O ! that thy spirits <x>Qld attain to this, acccH'diQg to 
^y desire in thy letter, and n^y own i^rdsent frame 
of spirit. I now can contentedly feed upon bread 
and cheese, . and small beer alone, for saving, o£ 
money* 

** And for my liberty, about which thou so 
weariest and spendest thyself, as thy letter ac- 
quaints me thou dost, I can say to thee, that I am 
ifl my present temper of spirit, really ready widi 
Peter, at the sight of the glorious transfiguration 
of Christ, to say: ^ It is good being here;' for 

F 3 
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here, in Dover Castle, through the lovmg kindness 
of God, I have met with a more dear, plain, and 
evident knowledge of God and myself, and his 
gracious outgoings to my soul, than ever I had in 
all my life-time, not excepting my glorying and 
rejoicing condition under the bidiops. And now 
submissively and heartily I can say, the will of my 
Heavenly Father be done in me, by me, and for 
me; in whose will I leave thee and thine, with all 
thy and my friends, and rest thine In the strength 
of renewedness of true love. 



« JOHN LILBURNEL 



»> 



** From Dover Csistle, tlie piace of the 
present enjoyed, delightfal Dispen* 
sation of tbe eternal, eYerlastkig 
Loire of God to my 800I, tbe 4th 
of tbe lOtb Month, 1655> 
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Ahh6ugh Lilburne had imbibed the Principles 
of Friends in general, it seems to have required 
considerable time to convince him that fighting 
was inconsistent with the spirit and precepts of 
^e gospel. This prevented him, for some time^ 
from signing a declaration never to draw the sword 
against CfomwellV Government, which would 
probably hav« «iirlier obtained him his liberty. 
But continuing faithful to the discoveries of the 
Light of Christ, he became so fully convinced 
of this gospel doctrine, that he gave forth the fol* 
lowing paper in prints 

^ I have now the faithful and true witness in 
my own soul, that the Lord himself ii^ become, 
within me, the teacher of my soul, and enabler of 
me to walk in ar measure of his pure ways and 
paths ; yea, sujd so clear a teacher within me, is he 
already become unto me, as that I with confidence 
believe my inward teacher shall never now more 
be removed into a comer ; but is, and shall be, as 
a continual voice speaking in my ears : * This is 
the way, walk in it/ By this divine teaching I 
am now daily taught to die to sin, and led up by 
it into living power^ to be raised up and enabled to 
liVe in a pure measure of righteousness : and by 
which inward and spiritual teachings, I am, I say 
again^ led up into power in Christy by which I 
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particularly can, and do hereby witness, tbat I am 
already dead or crucified to the very occasions 
and real grounds of all outward wars, and carnal 
sword fighting, and fleshly bustlings and contests ; 
and that, therefore, confidently I now believe, I 
shall never hereafter be a user of a temporal 
sword moTCf, nor a joiner with those that do so. 

'^ And this I do here solemnly declare, not in 
the least to avoid persecution, or for any political 
ends of my own, or in the least for the satisfactioa 
of the wills of any of my great adversaries, or for 
satisfying the carnal will of my poor weak afflicted 
wife; but, by the special movings and compulsions 
of God, now upon my soul, am I in truth and 
iighteousness compelled thus to declare; that so I 
may take away from my adversaries all their fig- 
leaf covers or pretences, for their continuing of 
my every way unjust bonds ; and that thereby, if I 
must yet be an imprisoned sufierer, it may this 
day forward be, for the truth as it is in Jesua; 
which truth I witness to be truly professed and 
practised by the savourie^t of people, called 
Quakers. 

*' And to this my present declaration, which I 
exceedingly long and earnestly desire to have in 
print, and for which I know that I can cheerfully 
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aod assuredly lay down my life, if I be called to 
"witness the truth of it, I subscribe my name, 

" JOHN LILBURNE." 

*< From my lanocent and erery wajr 
, causeless captivity, ia Dover Cas- 
tle, the place of my soul's delight* 
fal and contentful abode, where 
I have really and substantially ' 
found that which my soul many 
years has sought diligently after* 
and, with nnsatisfied longingnes^, 
thirsted to enjoy,this present 1st day 
of the week, being the 4th of the 
3d month, 1S55."* 



From Se well's acconnt It appears that Lilburue 
continued a prisoner till after the death of Crom- 
well, when he was released. But it is said in the 
Biographical Work already noticed, that he set- 
tled at Eltham, in Kent, passing the remainder of 
his days in undisturbed and undisturbing tran- 

* I am apprehensive this should be 1^56, in which year I 
find, in Whiting's Ciitalogue, a piece published by Lilburn^, 
entitled, ** The ReBurrection of John liiburne, now a Pai-' 
goacT in Dover Castle, declared and manifested," 
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quillity; and that be died there in 1657. How- 
ever^ Sewell, whose account I take to be correct, 
89.y9, that he died in London in 1630^ continuing 
steadfast to the doctrines be had embraced. 

In this instance we have a striking proof of the n 

influence of true Christianity. Naturally of a 
turbulent and irritable disposition, fostered by 
circumstances which led to the continued indul- 
gence of his inclinations^ the entire change Jn 
Lilburne's habits and views, *du ring the prime of 
life, affords a remarkable example of that conver* 
fiion, which the Apostle describes, under the figure 
of becoming a new man. Happy would it* be if 
Christian belief v^re more generally thus in- 
fluenciut ! 
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CHAPTER X, 



LIFE of GEORGE FOX the Younger^ 



It does not appear that the subject of this 
ilemoir, was any relation to the individual whose 
life constitutes (he first volume of this work. He 
was called Ma Younger for the sake of distinction, 
l>oth of them being eminent Members and Minis- 
ters of the Religious Society to which they be- 
longed. He was a native of Charsfield a village 
about five miles north of Woodbridge, in Suffolk. 
Of the time of his birth, or the circumstances of 
his parents^ I find no notice. He joined the So^ 
ciety of Friends^ about the year 1655, and both 
laboured and suffered much in support of those 
gospel truths^ which he most surely believed. 



lOB LIFE OF GEOBGE FOX, 

Hq was present at the General Quarter Sessions 
held at Edinundsbury the Qth of October, 1655, 
M'here George Whitehead and two fibers were 
convicted as " Common Disturbers of Magistrates 
and Ministers ;" though neither of them had spokea 
a word to any Magistrate or Minister, before they 
were taken into custody. The justices who com- 
mitted them were their sole accusers, and incensed 
the others against them; and an ignorant jury be- 
ing impannelled, they, by direction of the court, 
soon found the prisoners guilty; on which they 
were fined 20 nobles each, and committed to pri- 
son till payment should be made. George Fox 
the Younger observing the hard treatment of his 
friends, and especially the prejudice expressed by 
Justice Gurdon against them, was troubled at it, 
and thus addressed the justice as he was coming 
out of the sessions house. " Repent of thy unjust 
actions ttiis day, for otherwise thou canst not 
escape the just judgments of God." 

Upon hearing these words. Justice Gurdon 
]aid hold on him, and had him before the bench, 
where sureties were demanded till the next ses- 
sions, and on his non-compliance he was sent to 
prison with |}is friends. Here their usage, as was 
too frequently the case, was very hard ; for they 
were lodged in the common ward among felons. 



in a low dul]geon•^]U(e place, under the naarlcet- 
house> with a damp earthen floor, , where th«y lay oil 
rye straw, l^bey appear also- to have incuited tlie 
aogef of the jailer,, for not purchasing his strong 
liquors, and for testifying against the drunkenness^ 
and swearing, ani other disorders of his house* ^ 

In the time of their imprisonment, we are in- 
formed that George- Fox received a gift and part 
in the ministry, of th& gospel* He smd other 
feUow-prisoners were released by as order of 
Cromwell and hi* Council, dated Ifith Ootobef, 
1656, which extended also to their friends impri- 
soned at Colchester and Ipswich. At Bury the 
order was executed by. Sir Francis. Russel, a conr 
ficientious and compassionate man^ averse to per^- 
secution. He sent his clerk to see the' prisoners 
set at liberty; and instead of an order for them to. 
be sent home, he kindly gave them an order or 
warrant to prodiice in their defence, if occasion 
should require^ that they might travel without 
molestation* 

During his imprisonment, and after his libera- 
tion, he published many religious addresses to 
people of various classes, particularly to^the Army 
and Parliament. These contain much interesting 
matter ; and his plain dealing and prophetic warn* 
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ings remarkably inafiife»t Ae intrepidity of his 
spirit, and the deariiess of his views* The fol- 
lowing paragraph addressed to ^^e Amiy and' 
Committee, that had turned out the Parliament,'* 
appears to deserve transcribing, for the justness of 
its sentiments, and the predicting voice of its^ 
declarations^' 

« 
*^ Meddle not to establish religion and teachers 

by an outward law, for verily if ye do, ye will be 

broken. Let that alone to Christ, whose work it 

18. Consider all that went, before you of late 

years, that would be meddling with such things^ 

the Lord broke them^ to pieces; and they were 

warned in their day as ye are now« And let not 

the victories which ye have obtained, nor being 

preserved in so many overturnings, wherein ye 

have been made instrumental ; nof your strength, 

courage, nor wisdom puff you up ; for thus saith 

the Lord God, even as eai^then vessels are in the 

hands of a potter, (who hath power to dash tbem 

one against another until they be broken, or to 

break them in pieces by another thing that appears 

more weak than they,) even so are you in my hand, 

sailh the Lord; and I can confound your wisdom, 

and take away your courage, and smite you with 

faintness and dauntedness of spirit in the twinkling 

. of an eye. Therefore, seek not yourselves, forif 

ye do, your day will be short.*'^ 
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In die year 1656, as be was preaching in a 
meeting at DunstaH or Tunstall, in Suffolk, he 
was violently opposed fey one Jo&n Tokely, who^ 
in a furious manner, came towards him with a 
drawn sword; but when he saw that George faced 
him without fear, he retired and fetched a loaded 
gun, which he fired at him, and the shot went 
over hi^ head. George undaunted, continued his 
preaching undisturbed at the occurrence, which his^ 
opposer observing, from the force of sudd^ con- 

viction, exclaimed : " Your faith is strong ;" and^ 
>Yent away. 

At another time, as the subject of this* Memoir 
was preaching in the market-place at Aldborough,. 
he was seized by a bailiff and put out of the town f 
but he soon returned, and had a meeting there, at 
a widow's house, the same evening; whence he 
was taken and sent to prison. He was not how- 
ever long detained; for, in four <lays after, we 
jfind him again preaching to the people in the 
•steeple-heuse at Southwold^ after the priest had 
done; but his christian 4ioucem for them was ill 
requited by the ruder «ort, who beat him, threw 
him violently upon the stones, and haled him 
through the streets to the bailiff's house, who 
committed him to prison, and (>rdered him to be 
put into the inner ward, to prevent his speaking 
to the people. 
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In the 1 1th month; 1^59, he wrote to the Par- 
lUment and their Army^ whom he thus addressed : 
^ Your day into darkness is turned; the sun is 
gone down over you; you have had a large day, 
and power given unto ypu> to have done the will 
of God;- but you have abused your po^^er^ and 
slighted your day, . and you have refused to do the 
Lord's work, and have sought to^serve yourselves,- 
and not the Lord. Therefore, in justice and 
rightepusness is - the day wherein you might have 
wrought for God,. taken from you, and the thick 
dark night of confusion, is come upon you, wherein 
you are groping and stumbling, and cannot work. 
The decree is gone out against you, and cannot 
be recalled." This is the commencement of his 
address,^ and he goes on«much in the same strain, 
laying upon them their unfaithfulness to the cause 
which they at first espoused, and showing them in 
plain ternifi the- consequence of their unfaithful- 
ness. A copy^ in p/^int was delivered to each 
Member of Parliament before General Monk 
came- to London,^ 

In the year l660, while he was travelling in the 
work of the ministry in the county of Essex, his 
mind was drawn to appoint a meeting at Har- 
wich, at which place the magistrates bad mani^ 
feated a persecuting disposition towards his friends* 
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Ob the day appointed for the meetings \Akich waff 
on the first of the week, the magistrates compelled 
a boaty which contained about forty j^ersons coming 
to the meeting.from the Suffolk side of the river, 
to. return with, its passengers. Two men, servants 
of Robert Grassingham, a shipwright to the ad- 
miraltyi whom their- master had sent tobring some 
Friends over the river, were not. only prevented 
from executing their master's direction ; but were 
put into the stocks, and continued there for several, 
hours.. 

Notwithstanding these actS' of illiberality and^ 
violence, the meeting was held for a considerable 
time without interruption, and George Fok 
preached to the people about two bour&; . but be- 
fore the meeting was quite finished, a great com- 
pany of .sailors and others came to the house ^ 
,where it was held,, and behaved with great rude- 
ness,, using, very violent and abusive. language. 
His zeal was justly kindled oa this x)cqasioD, and 
feeling what he thought sufficient authority^ he 
proclaimed : " Wb,, wo, unto the rulers of this 
nation, who suffer sucK ungodliness as this, .and do 
not seek to suppress it.'' This,, probably with 
some addition^ was Soon reported to the magis- 
trates, who came and ordered their officers to^ 
apprehend him in the king'^ nan^e, Charles the 2A^ 
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being then restored. The mayor, Mrithout any 
inittimas^ or pointing oat any law that had been 
broken, committed him to prison, where his friend, 
Bobert Grassingham^ voluatarily and out of pure 
love, accompanied bini< and continued with him. 

Before his remoiral fron> Harwichi he wrote to 
King Charles on his restoration. This he entitles, 
*^ A noble Salutation and a faithful Greeting unto 
thee Charles Stuart, who art now proclaimed. 
King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland.^ 

The following^ paragraph from the eonclixsion 
will show the plain dealing which he used towards 
the king, as well aa to those who had hold of the 
reins of government, before his restoration. 

** And now. Oh King ! as thou expects the bles- 
sing and presence of the Lord with thee, in thy 
government, fear and dread his presence, by stand- 
ing in awe of his living witness, the Light which 
he hath placed in thy conscience, to guide and 
direct thee in all thy ways, that his wrath may be 
turped' away from thee; that so this Scripture 
may not be fulfilled upo^ the people of this 
natiov: God gave them a king in his anger, and^ 
took him away in his sore displeasure. But if it 
diould prove so, I shall have peacei^ for lam clear 



THE YOUNGElt. 115 

• 

of thy^blood ; inasmuch as in plainness I have let 
thee see how things have been> smd how they may 
or shall be, and wherein thy danger stands, and 
how that righteousness-only establisheth the throne.^ 
And my desire is, if it be the will of God, that 
thou mightest consider them in the principle of 
life and wisdom, and thereby come to be saved 
from that destruction, which, in Godf» eternal 
Light, I see thee in great danger of/' 

The address from which the above extract ia 
made, contains a great varietyof matter on various 
subjects relating to the government. It was dated 
from Harwich jail, the Ifitlt* of the 3d month 
called May, 1^660^ and a copy of it in manuscript, 
was delivered to the king by Richard Hubber« 
diome, the 4th of the 4th month followihg; and as 
naaxy of the subjects treated of in this address 
might be of use to odiel^, as well as to the king, 
it was printed for general service. 

Afiter they bad continued some time in prbon 
at Harwich^ a mittimus was sent to the jailer, in- 
which gPox was falsely charged with causing a tu^ 
mult in that borough> and disturbing the peace 
thereof.. After this step was taken> the busy mar 
gistrates informed the parliament of the imprison- 
ment not only of Fox, but also of Grassingham f 
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and the House ordered tbem both to be sent to 
London. The latter had^ however, left the pri- 
son, and gone to Londoa on his own business, 
whence he was returning by order of the admiralty 
board, when the sheriff of the county, who was 
conducting George Fox, took Grassingham also 
back to London,. where they were delivered to the 
custody of the Serjeant at arms, who committed 
them to Lambeth House, with orders for them to 
be strictly watched, in case any of tlieir ftieads 
sbottld/visit them^ 

For six weeks they were confined to their 
chamber, without the usual liberty of walking ia 
the yard. When they had been- thus confined 
about three week», they drew up a paper, to be 
laid before the parliament, and' sent it to the 
speaker^ vrfio, however, did not^commontcateit* 
It was therefore printed and distributed among 
the. Oiembers, but without any effect, it being 
alleged that the address and contents of the paper 
rendered it inadmissible. A member of the house^ 
after they hadbeen confined about^fourteen weeks, 
moved the consideration of their case, upon which 
it appears that an order was ii^mediately given for 
their liberation. 

This order was rendered ineffectual by the cfuel 
avarice of the Serjeant at armS| who demanded 
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;iifty pounds for fees^ and ten pounds per week For 
chamber rent. Not complying with this exorbitant 
demand, their confinement was protracted for a 
considerable time^loager,; and it.^is probable that 
their liberation was at length directed by the privy 
council, to whom their xase was referred. From 
the ilate of 'some papers, I find George Fox a 
prisoner in Westminster. Palace Yard Gate-house 
in. the Jst, month, J661,* Jt also appears that 
he was liberated .before the 4th month of that 
year. His arrest at Harwich was^in the 3d month 
of the preceding jear,.tSo that: he was kept prisoner 
about a year^ without . being brought to any legal 
trial. So perverted was the administration of Jus- 
tice in. those tim^. 

This long confinement was not spdnt in idlenes^ 
^fout the prisoner employed his pen and, when op- 
porUmity offered, his tongue also, in promoting 
the cause for which ^he suffered. Among other 
publications,: one was entitled, ** His Faith touch- 
ing four. Particulars demonstrated." 

;lst, Concerning Jesus Christ the Saviour x)f 
.the World. 

"'* It is possible that thi& imprisoimient \h WestduBSt^r 
-was not a continuance of the/ormer atlambeth, atfd that 
an inten'ai of liberty took place between, the times of^^ 
^eing a prisoner at Lambeth and Westminster. 
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£d. Concerning JustificatioB. 

Sd, Concerning the Resurrection. 

-4th, Concerning everlasting Glory and ^eternal 
Misery* 



On all these topics he explains the views of 
rhimself and his friends M considerable length. 
On the subject of Justification he expresses him- 
self thus: " I do believe no man can be justified 
by the works of the law, nor by any work of his 
ovni; bathe or she that is justified in the sight of 
'God, it is freely by his grace, tiirough faith in 
Christ Jesus, who creates such unto good works, 
which God ha^h ordained, that they that are justi* 
fied should walk in them/' 

The following acknowledgment to Divine power 
and goodness, written about this time, also appears 
^leserving of a place in this Memoir. 

" Surely it was thee, Oh Lorii! that gave bounds 
to the sea, that the floods thereof could not over- 
whelm thy chosen. Thou canst let forth ihe 
winds, and suffer a storm ; and thou canst make a 
calm when thou pleasest. 6ave thou the glory 
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of all^ diou King of Saints ! thou Saviour of Israel ! 
Tbou canst do whatever thou pleasest, therefore 
^'ill we trust in thy name ; neither will we fear 
what man can do unto us^ because thou wilt not 
forsake us,, but thou wilt plead our cause in the 
-sight of our adversaries, and they shall know that 
thou art ourGod, who art ^ able to save to the 
uttermost. 

^^ Oh Lord, our righteousness ! we will praise 
thy name, for thy mercies endure for ever. Our 
/-eyes, Oh God ! are unto thee, for we have no other 
helper. Our faith. Oh Lord! standeth in thee, 
who canst not forget thy people. Thou hast re* 
deemed and brought up Jacob, v^o wrestleth 
v:Uh thee, and prevails as a prince ; therefore must 
the blessing come. Oh Lord ! the birth, the birth 
crieth unto thee, thine own -elect, which has long 
been oppressed. Thou canst not deny thyself, 
therefore have we faith, and hope vv^hich maketh 
not ashamed. Oh Lord ! how unsearchable are 
thy ways ! Thou hast even amazed thy people with 
tiie depth of thy wisdom; thou only wilt have the 
glory of their deliverance, and therefore hast thou 
suffered these things to come to pass. Oh Lord ! 
ihou art righteous in all Ihy judgments; only pre- 
serve thy people, ^which thou hast gathered and 
wilt gather unto thyself, in the day of trial, that so 
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they may sing of fliy power, and magnify thy name 
in the land of the living. 

-'^GEORaE Fox, the Younger,^ 



3n the 4th month, l66l, it appears that a tem- 
^lorary cessation of persecution had taken place, 
tit which time he .wrote to his fjriends in this man- 
ner : '' O ! that patience might be abode in by ail 
that know his name, -and his will submitted ante 
by them that he hath called. O ! be still, strive 
DOt, >but^ciuk the cup which «ny Pather sufFereth 
to b$, given: I know it. will be bitter .to some^ 
but whosoever striveth against it, shall come to 
loss and shame; ibr the Lord will yet fiirther try 
his people, till it be fitlly and clearly manifest who 
. are approved in his sight. This he will certainly 
do; therefore let not. the present -calm beget a 
^ wrong security inany ; for lo! the day h^tens and 
^omes swiftly, that another storm must arise; and 
in vaii^ will it be to fly to the tall cedars or strong 
oaks, for shelter, for nothing but the name of ^ 
XiOrd can preser\'et in that day^" 
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This prediction wds soon fulfilled; for in the 
succeeding year above one hundred Friends were 
confined at one time in Newgate^ where several 
died. And a few years afterwards the Couven-» 
tide Act was p^assed, which subjected the Society 
to perhaps more sufferings than they had pre- 
viously undergone. But before any of these 
events took place^ this extraordinary man finished 
his labours and sufferings in and for the Church 
Militant, dying at the close of this year, 166 1, or 
the beginning of 1662. In his last illness he ex- 
horted his friends to " keep in that unity for which 
he had long travailed, and to &eep their garments 
unspotted by the world, because great was the day 
of trial which was then at hand." When he was in 
great bodily weakness, he lay as a man daily re- 
newing his strength in the Lord, whose living 
presence so animated his departing spirit to the 
last, that he said, he would even shout and shig 
for joy of heart.' Thus exultingly did he terminate 
his existence in this world, and there is good rea- 
son to believe is added to the church triumphant 
in heaven. • 

A Friend who subscribes himself I. P. and 
whom I suppose to be Isaac Pens^ngton^ speaking 
of the ministry of this George Fox, descrij}es it 
in figurative terms: "As thunder to the rocks 
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and tnouhtains ; and streams of sweet miUc^ wine/ 
and honey to the blessed living babes of the 
blessed living God." 

&6on after his decease^ (lis writingd were col« 
iected and published in a small •ctavo Yolum^, 
containing about 288 pages* 



CHAPTER XL 



LtFii OF RICHJRD HVBBERTHORN, 



1 HIS Friend was one of the earliest members 
of the Society in Lancashire* He lived, and I 
suppose was born at Yelland in that county. Hia 
parents were respectable, and, his father a man of 
landed property. Richard was their only son. 
He early manifested a religious disposition of 
mind, and, as was the case with many serious peo- 
..ple at that time, entered into the Parliament's 
. army, in which he becanie an officer; and so great 
. W9S bis godly zeal, that he sometimes preached to 
ibi$ fellowrsoldiersi. After he was convinced of 
.the priptiples of Friends, he left his military em- 
• ploymeiit, , and became. a soldier in the Lamb's 
warfare, enlisting himself under the banner of Christ 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace. So early as the 
year 1^52, he went forth. in gospel service; and 

G 2 
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afterwardi suffered much lor hk religious priu* 
ciples. 

In l65S, the mayor of, Chester sent him tb 
jail, and detained him there eight days^ upon a 
bare informatioa of bis visiting John Lawson, 
in prisott. 

In (he year 1664, be and Gfeorge Whitehead 
travelled into Norfolk, and coming to Norwich, 
he was concerned to speak toa^priest in the grave* 
yard, on which aecotmt 'he was taken before the 
magistrates. Oming into dieir presence -with ht9 
hat on, he was committed to (he castle, where he 
continued a 'prisoner great part of the succeeding 
year. His companion, however, had much -service 
in that city, in which a Meeting of Friends was 
then esteblised* It is most probable they were the 
first Friends who visited Afose parts. 

In. giving an account df the sufferers in Cam* 
bridgeshire irt^ the year 1556, Joseph Besse fur- 
nishes a further proof, that ** Even christiim 
charity >itself, uras by some magistrates reputed 
criminal ; and Richard Hubberthorifi and Richaiki 
Weaver, were sent to jail only for vi^ung Ann 
Blakley in prison; and Richard Hubberthora for 
not departing the town [probably Cambridge] at 
the mayor's command, was Sent ^ to the house of 
correction for three months." 
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The same j4mix we- find that Richard Hub- 
berthora was taken out of a meeting jb the 
county of Lancaster, bound htod aiid foot» and so 
carried and laid in the o|i^n fielder^ in a cold win* 
ter's night. 

The next noticr I find of Richard Hubber^ 

thorn, is in the year I66O, when he had along 
conference with Charles the' Second, and some 
others who were in company with him* In this 
conversationy Richiird explained the Pk'inciples of 
Friends, so much to the king's satisfaction, that he 
repeatedly promised th(^ should not any way suf- 
fer U>r theirreligiotts opinions. But though there 
is no reason to doubt the king's sincerity at the 
time, yet he was af> easily^ influenced by others, 
&at he seemed to foi|;el what he had solemnly 
promised, on the %ord of a king. The very man 
to whom this promise was made, was a proof 
of this weakness in the king^s disposition, as will 
be related* in the sequel. 

It seems that Richard Huhberthom continued 
.^ome tame iu London; for in the same year that 
he had this conference with Qiarles the Second, 
we find him uniting with George Fox in drawing 
up a declaration of dieir abhorrence of plots and 
warring, in order to present it to the king and 
council. When it was finished and sent to the 

' o 3 
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pressv it was there seized; but this. arbitraTy eii^ 
deavour to deprive them of the opporiuoity of; 
vindicating themselves and their friend^^ did not*; 
deter these bold asserters of just liberty frpm pro- 
secuting their commendable design. They quickly r 
drew up another declaration, got it printed, sent 
some copies to the king imi Goundly and pub* 
Ibhed the xest in their justi^cation, to ilfae uaiion 
9t large. 

In 1661, he, with Edward Burrough and George 
Whitehead, attended the parliament, to solicit 
against passing into an act, " A bill for preventing 
- mischief and dangers that may arise, from cer- * 
tain persons called Quakers, ^nd others refusing 
to take lawful oaths." 

They attended tlie committee severd times, and 
>yere also permitted to give their reasons at the 
bar of the house ; but it seems that prejudice^ 
party animosity, and mistaken zeal, overruled the 
clearest arguments adduced against it. 

In the 4th month, 1662, notwithstanding the 
promise made to him by the king, he was vio- 
lently dragged from a meeting in Bull and Mouth 
Street, and taken before Richard Brown, alderr 
man, who pulled Hubberthorn's hat with so much 
violence that he brought his head nearly to the 
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^onnd. After this rough treatment^ he committed 
htm to Newgate, where the prisoners ^^re so mih 
merouSy -and the aeeomraodation^ poor, that be. 
«ooD grew sick; and. within twomoBltis bis suffer* ^ 
ings terminated with his life ! 

Two 'days beferetts decease^ some of .ttsirienda 
irisited him, and kiqitiring if there was any 
thing upon his spirit; ife said, that ^ere was no 
need to dispute -matters^ for he- knew the ground 
of his salvfttioDj and was^ saUsfied for ever in his 
peace with the Lord.'' He also said : ** That faith 
^faich hath wrought my salvation I well know, 
and have grounded satisfaction in it." In the 
morning previous to bis decease, be expressed 
iiimself thus to erne who attended him ^ *\ Do not 
seek to hold me, for it is too strait for me, and 
out of this straitness Fmust go; for I am wound 
into largeness^ and am to be lifted up on high, fav 
above all." In-^tfae evening of the day he quietly 
departed this life, and thus sealed his testimony 
to those religious principles, which.be had con- 
Jcientioujdy embraced, and zealously promulgated. 

He was a man of loyir stature, infirm constitu-^ 
tion, and a weak voice ; but though he did not 
possess gracefulness of person, he excelled in the 
more noble faculties of the mind; being of aa 
excellent natural tepiper, a man of much meekness^ 
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huottltty, and patiepce. He was of disthiguisbed 
equanimity, neither easily depressed iii adversity, 
nor elated ia prospwty; clear in judgment and of 
a ^uick understanding. 

Notwithstanding the weakness of his voice, be 
Mras a very, able and successful minister of the 
gospel ; and great numbers^ in different parts of 
the nation, were convinced and brought to tlie 
same faith and practice which he preached, as 
seals to the power and efficacy of his gift. 



CHAPTER XII. 



LIFE^ OF: WILLI JM AMES. 



^y E have no account of the birth of WSliam 
Ames, or of hk native^coisntrjy exi:ept that Johu 
\Yhiting mentions him as being of Somerset^bure. 
in hb youth .he was of a cheeffnl temper, and 
fond of <the society of those^of similar dispositions \ 
but, in the gay and-iuignarded indigencies of this 
inclination, be^was often disquieted in his -mind; 
and> in consequence, became a closer follower of 
the priests ftod teachers. H^ also exercised him-, 
self dil^;e'ntly in reading the Holy Scriptures^ 
which^ though it is a practice very excellent in 
.itself, W9S not sufficient -to bring him to true peac!? 
^f mind with the Lord* 

Though he was of a quick understanding, and 
•capable of deducing much argument from the 
Scriptures ; yet he appears, for a time; not to have 
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been favoured with the Key of. David^ which only 
can unlock and open that rich treasury, and fur- 
nish from those abundant stores, the food conve- 
nient for the seeking, hungry soul. 

Tn this unsatisfied condition «f mind, he entered 
into religious communion with the Baptist society, 
and became a teacher among them. At this period 
he was more strict and careful of his conduct, and 
endeavoured to avoid the tommitting of sins; yet 
he found that the root from, whence they sprung 
was alive m him ; and when he met with any thing 
contrary to his own will and mind, anger soon 
prevailed. Few appear to liave been more fully 
and clearly taught the doctrine of the blessed 
JRedeemer of men, when he said : " Without me 
ye can do nothing." 

• 

He could speak 4)f justification, sanctification^ 
s[nd cleansing by die blood of Jasus, but was aen-^ 
sible he had not attained that pure washing ; and 
even perceived thaX'he was n«> true men)ber of 
Cbrist/^ because he had not experienced regenera* 
tiou. Thus he learned that a high profession was^ 
of no avail, and that something beyond it wa» 
essential, to enable him to attain a happy state 
and condition. 

Though the subject of this Memoir was tbug 
clearly sensible of one thing still lacking \ and, qqa 
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'Committing sin, felt in faimsj^If a swtft witness, a 
monitor that struck him with terror ; yet he did 
not comprehend what it was which in mercy .thus 
disquieted his soul. 

In addition* to die ministeris^I office i^hich he 
had taken upon himself, he likewise engaged as an 
officer in the army. In this capacity he was of a 
strict life himself,, and kept his soldiers under a 
seyer^ discipline; and when any of them were 
guilty of immorality on the first day of the week, 
he presently had them put under confinement and < 
r^tFaiat. 

At length, iu iHeyear 1655, whilst Edward Bur- 
rbugh and Francis Howgill were at Cork in Ireland, 
he heard one or both of them preach, declaring 
that what convinceth man of sin, is the Light of 
Christ,, which en1igfa'tene'£ every man that cometh 
into the world. This doctrine entereil so deeply 
into his iieart, that -he embraced^ itj frbm firm con- 
viction of its4)eing the Truth; and walking with 
great circumspection and fear before the Lord, he 
found, that by diligent atttention to that Divine 
principle which inwardly reproved and condemned 
liim for evil, lie came to be delivered from the 
j>ow^r of sin, and to witncss^ sanctificati'oh. 

He entered into the Society of the: despised 
Quakers^ and continuing in the way 'Of godliness. 



132 LIPE OF WILLI AM AM^Ef* 

be hiniself bicarae a zealous preacher of tkiit 
doctrine which hs^l so deeply penetrated his^owtt 

heart. 

In the year 1657> we find htm at Amsterdam, 
in company ^vith a person of the name of 
IlnmbJe Thatchery who does not appear to have 
been ever fully in c6mniunion with our religious 
society. It seems, from tlie circumstance of their 
being companions^ and from William Ames being 
a man of extraordinary courage and boldness, thsd: 
tbey were taken up, on suspicion of having placed 
a paper ou the door of the English meeting*ftoBQe» 
in that city; but of this charge William declared 
himself innocent; and.sdso (bat he kjoew not who 
was the author of the paper, lliis KapfieQied at 
the time when so man; £a|se reports were in prinl^ 
concerning J^mes Nayter^ w^m^ probably occa- 
sioned the nwigistrates to be xacKe apprehensive 
respectiE^ them;, .aod sending for William Ames 
and bis .companion to appear before ^tbens, they 
were commanded to depart the town -in twenty** 
tour iioursL 

Persuaded of their own uinocency, these cou*^ 
nigeous andiesolute men did not think proper to 
obey the command. The next ckiy, from a con« 
scientiojis scruple, not putting o^T their hats wfaeo 

Jiiefoi£ tht^ magistrates^^ tt^ey werefalselyjconsiderei 



as not owning the subordination dtae to rulero.; and 
after being kept in custody for some days, they 
were at night led through the Regulars gate, and 
banished out of the town. 

William Ames judging that he had committed 
no evil, returned the next day into the city, and 
passed the great market>place called the Dam. 
<j)n this occasion 4t is said that some of the 
jnqgistrates saw him and observed : " Lo ! there 
is the Quaker; if we had a mind now to make 
martyrs, here would be 'an opportunity for it*** 
But it seems, as there was no proof of their hav- 
iiTg done any evil, the magistrates deemed it safe«t 
to wink at hi» return. 

He>8taid some time in tfie city, and the doctrine 
which he preached found some entrance, even 
among a few of the collegians* - At this time also» 
his ministry proved .coiivincing to Jacob William- 
son Sewely of Utrechty freexitizen and surgeop, 
restdeul at Amsterdam, and Judith 2Uo6penning 
his wife, who were Uie parents of William Sewel, 
.the historian of our sacietyv &nd a les^icogtapher. 
These; with two or three more, were the "first of 
. otu* religiouij persuasion at Amsterdam. 

In the preface to William SeweFs History, he 
mentions WiUiaw Ames.ai».faai^injg had considerabW 
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inftuence with several collegiaiis when he was firsl- 
at Arndterdam, who were so fully convinced of 
the doctrine he preaohed/ that they approved of 
it ; and one of them^ Adan» Boreeis^ «o early as 
the year ]66C, is supposed by William Sewel^ to 
have written' a 'treatise in Latin, with a title signi- 
fying, '^ The Light -upoir the CanidlesticV which 
contained the doctrines preached b|t William Ames, 
and was so expressed tn^ the title page. This 
treatise is translated into English, and forms aur 
Appendix to William SeweU'^ History of our 
Sociey-. 

AboHt the year l659, William^ Ames went inta 
•Germany, and visited the court of the Prince 
Elector, Charles Lodowick, who treated him kindly 
even at his. own taA)le, and seemed not . to take 
any offence -at hi9 hat being icept on, though the 
lords and others present were uncovered. . On 
one occasion, as Ames was wialking next the 
prince, in his garden^ with his hat on, the courtiers 
inquired of the priace, if they should question 
Ames for doing so ; but this 1^ would not permit 
them to do. 

At another time the prince fixed to have both 
his chaplain and William Ames to dine with him, 
^Ch a view, it seems^ that William, whom he knew 
t9 be a bold man) might find occasion to reprove* 
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the chaplain. For this purpose, when th^ were 
at dinnei*^ the prince suffered his jester to come in, 
and on playing his tricks the -chaplain was silent. 
William Ames took occasion from this circum* 
stance to reprove such vain actions ; but chieflj 
aimed his remarks at the chaplain, whom, for his 
silence at &e iewd reinarks of the jester, he cen- 
sured in very plain terms; which, however, ap* 
peured to aftbrd satisfaction te the prince. This^ 
fact marks the uprightness, boldness, and firm in«* 
tegrity of the character oi WilUam Ames. 

At Krieslieim, a town in the Palatinate, not (at 
from Worms, he found such entrance among the 
Baptists, that some femiiies not only received the 
docti'ine he preached, but bore public testimony 
for it there, till die settlement of Pennsylvania, 
when they unanimously went to that pitoviace, and 
thus providentially escaped the distresses which 
were occasioned by the war not long after ; ia 

« 

which, the Palatinate was laid waste by the French^ 
and fliousands were bereaved of their possesaiona 
a^d reduced .to poverty^ 

The conviction which attended the ministry of 
William Ames, in the hearts of some persons iu- 
the Palatinate, occasioned a fine to be settled on 
these who gave-him entertaifiment;.but the Prince 
Elector bein^. informed of it^ not only .took aS 
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flie fine, but ordered some of the Coiwistory^-wlia 
hbd sent for William, to^ desist from molesting 
bim. The Prince's sister also behaii!ed.very kindly 
towards William Amesj -and received liis eihortas- 
tions favourably. 

TBe next year he Avent again into the matinate, 
wWi J0h» Wiggins, and visited the Prince Elector^ 
he also sent a letter to the Prince, with' a book 
written* by George* Pox, of which John Higgins 
appears tobave been the bearer. From the Cap- 
tain of the Prince's Guard, they understood that 
hewas glad'Of WtHiam Ames's return; and the 
Prince hinself desired John ^Higgiufir to thank 
Wiilliam Ames for theieCier and book; and added^ 
that he took their visit to him and his iiimily vei^ 
kindly, and ^believed that what they spoke, was itt 
love -to their souls. 

William Ame^ also went to 'Hamburgh, Bo^ 
^lemlia, and Dantzick, and from the latter into 
Poland 4 but it is 4iot certain in what year. At 
Uamborgh and Dantzick he met witb some who 
received the doctrine be preach^; but ia Polfind 
the people were too rude and haughty for him to 
make an impression on tbeir minds. 

In the forq>aFt ef the year 1659, he went 
diso to Rotterd^Q]!, \Khere he and one Martio. 
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TfiKt^BOUf who bad been convinced by biro^ were 
imprisoned in tfae Bedlam there, for having a 
meeting at Martinson's house. The latter Kved at 
Moordechty a village near Gouda, and was in the 
practice of holding a meeting sometimes in hia 
own house, with some of his sober-minded neigh- 
bours, which caused, a great commotion^ in the 
town; and after a meeting held>diere, at which 
William Ames was present, they^ experienced 
much rude treatment, hi conseqence of this, 
they had some conversation with a preacher, wio^^ 
charged William Ames with being a wolf and 
deceiver. William vims desirous^f Jiawig an* op- 
portunity of .clearing himself, and by means of 
Martin Martivscto got a time fixed for the priest 
to undertake the proof of his assertion; but instead 
of doHig so, h^ (had r^Qurae to -a test troublesome 
expedient, aod^procuredciTiLpfficers, who took 
them both into custody. 

After *betng confined ja litde more than thi«e 
weeks in Bedlam> the unHer governor- indirectly 
expressed a^ wish diat they would escape; saying 
that he should not Under them. William Ames, 
not choosing to be reputed one who broke prison, 
concluded the conversation with saying : '^ Wel^ 
I intend to go out to-morrow.'^ The next day 
they were suffered to go out, and WUliltm went 
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with the deputy before the dikegrave, not chooraog 
to leave the town without seeing. him.. The dike^ 
grave behaved moderately; but not judgiujg at 
eligible for them to be releaaed, expressed a desire 
for them- to return to- the prison, with which they 
complied^ and were detained some lime longer,^ 
before they were set at liberty : William then pro* 
ceeded on his journey' in Germa^^ and tfience re^ 
turned to his native country.; but after some time 
he went again to Hollaiidy probably with an in*^ 
tf ntion of settling ^rer 

In 1662, he was^ taken from 'a* Friends house iir 
London^ With Samuel Fisher and three others, 
and suffered a severe- imprisonm^irt in Bridewell; 
but his health not being equa^ to eiidure such- 
severity, he was released, lest he should die there. 
Such was> the rage of persecution at that time, 
that not only public meetings were* interrupted^, 
but private houses w-ere broken into, and friendly 
visits were construed iiUo xneetings, oontrary to 
law. 

His settled abode at this time was at Amster- 
dam, to which- place, after his release^ he returned, 
with his. health much impaired; and hcidid not 
very long survive the effects of the severity he 
endured in Bridewell. In the course of his sick* 
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rt&BSy y/hidn M^as Hageringf he was informed,' that,' 
among the B^ptkts apd Collegians, it v^ns reported,^ 
he bad changed his sentiments, and waS'giieved 
for having judged hira wrongfully. This he de- 
nied; and said that he still judged their way 
of worship, especially their disputations and 
will -worship, to be out of the way of the 
liOrd. In this belief he continued, and died in 
peace. This was in the latter part of the year 
1662. 



••' 



William Sewel thus concludes his account of 
this bold advocate, of the Light of Christ ia the 
Heart. ^* He was indeed a zealous man, and 
though some vfere ready to think he was too 
zealous, yet he was discreet ; and I know that he 
was condescending in indifferent matters, thinking 
that there were customs, which though not fol- 
lowed ki one country, were yet tolerable in ano- 
ther. He was also generous ; and lest he might 
seem burthensome to any, he rather chose to work 
with his own hands." He did this, at wool-combing, 
during his last imprisonment ki London. 

- He published several small works, which are 
enumerated in John Whiting's catalogue of Friends' 
Books. In this list appears to be included *^ The 
Light upoa the Candlestick^" already noticed iu 
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this Memoir ; and from his bmdo being in die 
title-page, John Whiting mif^t tuppoee he was 
^ aothor of it. * 



*/ 



CHiU'tER Xltl. 



LIFE OF EDWARD BVRROUGH. 



J N t&e course of reading which is necessary^ 
previous to writing my Biographical Notices, I 
perused the Testimony of Francis Howgill con- 
ceraing the subject of this Memoir, and was so 
struck with the excellency of the matter, and the 
sublimity of the expresnon, that I thought it de- 
served reprinting by itself. Hence it became a 
subject of consideration, whether I could do bet- 
ter than present my readers with this produc- 
tion. It is something above the style of sober 
history, .yet the delineation is so strong, and the 
co!oi>ring, though high, there is reason to believe, 
so just, that I apprehend no one who is acquainted 
with the character of Edward Burrough, will 
think that this picture of him is overcharged/ As 
it also contains mtieh biographical information, I 
h^ve concluded to giVe-tty account ib the words 
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of this intimate friend and fellow-labourer in the 
Gospel of Christ. It may be proper to apprize 
the reader, that the first part of this Testimony, 
as it is called, contains an affecting lamentation 
or elegical etdogy over bis departed friend. 



FRANCIS HOWGILL's TESTIMONY 

CONtE&NlNG TfiB 

Tife^ Death, Triah, Travels, and LabotOTf 



OF 



£DWARi) IBUKROUGH, 

* 

Thai Worthy Prophet qf the Ijovlt>^ 

'^^ Shall days, or ninths, or years, tlrear otit 
thy name as though thou hadst no being i Oh nay 1 
Shall not thy noble and valiant acts, and mighty 
Works, which thou hast wrought, through the 
power of Hini that gave thee being, live in genera- 
tions to Cj(^me ? Ob yes ! The children that are 
yet unborn shall have thee in their mouths, and 
thy works diall testify of thee in generations Who 
yet have not a beii^, and shall count thee blessed. 
Did thy life go out as the snuff of a candle? Oh 
nay! thou hast penetrated the hearts of many; 
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«nd the memorial of the just dfaall live for ever, 
and be had in renown among the children of wi«. 
dom for ever : for thou hast turned maoj? to righ- 
teousness, and shall shine as a star of God in the • 
firmament of God's power for ever and fever ; and 
they that are in that, shall sfee thfee there, and en- 
joy thee there, though thou be gone away hence, 
end can no more be seen in mutability ;yet thy life 
end thy spirit shall run paraliel wiA immortality. 

^' Oh! Edward Burrough ! i cannot feut inourfi 
for thee; yet not as one tvithout hope or faith; 
kijpwing.and having a perfect testimony of thy 
well-being, in my hearty by the Spirit of the LoM; 
jet thy absence ia ^reat, and years to KOme shall 
know the want of thee. Shall I not lament as 
Pavid did for a worse matt than Aee; eyen for 
^jibner, when in wrath ht perished by the hand of 
Joab, without any just cau^, though he was a 
Talidnt man. " David lamenHd ever Jbner nnd 
mid: Died Jbner as a fool dieth f Oh nay ! he 
was betrayed of bis lif^. Even so hast thou betn 
bereaved of thy Hfe, by the hand of the oppressors, 
whose habitatidns are full df cruelfy. Oh iiiy 
^oul ! come not thou within their secret i for thy 
tUodd shall be requtiisd at the hattds of them who 
thirsted after thy life; and it shall cry as Abel's 
who was in die faith; eVen so wert thou. It.shall 
^eigb as a ponderous hiillstone upon &eir necte, 
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aond shaU crush them under, and be as a worm 
that gnaweth and «hall not die. 

" When X think upon thee, I am melted intd 
tears of true sorrow, and because of the want that 
the inheritance of the Lord hath of thee, my sub- 
stance is even as dissolved. Shall I not saj as 
David said of Saul and Jonathan when they were 
slain in Mount Gilboa: ' llie beauty of Israel is 
slain upon the high places;' even so wsBt thou 
stifled in nasty hcJes and prisons, and* many more 
who were precious in the eyes of the Loid ; and 
surely precious wast thou to me. Oh dear Edvmrd! 
^I am distressed for thee, m^ brother} very plenMitt 
hast thou been to me, and my love to thee zcaswon^ 
derfulf passing the love oftmmen. Oh thou wkjse 
b&w fiever turned back, neither szs?ord einpty from 
i^ blood of' the slain, from the slaughter of the 
mighty 9 who made naUons and multitudes shake 
with the word of life in th}i» mouth; and wast very 
dreadful to the enemies of the Lord; for tbod 
didst cut like a razor ;' and yet to the seed of God 
brought forth, thy words dropt like oil, and thy 
lips as the honey-comb. 

<^ Thou shalt be recorded among the vali«its 
of Israel, who attakied to the first degree, through 
the power of the Lord, that Wrought mightily in 
thee in thy day, and wast worthy of double honour. 
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because of t}iy work's sake. Tboa wast expert 
, to handle thy. weapon, and by Ifaee the mighty 
have Mien,: and the slain e( the Lord have-b^en 
many; inaity have been pricked to the heart, 
through the power of the Word of Life; and coals 
of fire from thy life,, came forth of thy nioirth, 
that in many a thicket, and among many briars 
and thorns, it came 4o be kindled ; and did devour 
much stubble Ixlvkt -cumbered the ground atid 
fltaioed tbe eartb« -Ofa^ >how certain a sound did 
thy trumpet, give! And how great an dlarum didst 
thou give in thy .day, that made the host of the 
i^circumcised greatly distressed I 

"What man so valiant, though as Goliath of Gath^ 
Vrpuld not thy valour have encountered with, 
while many despised ihy youth !. And how have I 
seen thee with thy sling and thy stone (despised 
weapons as to war with,) wound the mighty! and 
t^at which b^th seemed contemptible to the 
Dragon's party, eyep as. the jav^^-bone of an. ass, 
with it thou hast «lain the Philistines, heaps upon 
heaps, a8,Sq^pson. ,Thou hast pnX thy handrt(» 
' the hammer of the Lord, and hast often fastened 
nails ifi the beads of the LafnVs enen^ies ; ^as 
l>ebpri^h* did to Sisera; and many a rough stone 
' lisist tbou polished and squared, and made it fit 

' * Deborah ma^ Jme h^t designedly used in a figoraw. 
. tive sense for Jaci, to wbosn the passage ailodes.. 

' . n 
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fer^lke buiWog ^oT'God; /aad'invch knotty wool^- 
liMt thou Jidwed in thy dajr, whidi was not fit for 
ihe iMiilding-of God's hoiise^^ ok tkou prophet, of 
die Lord !^nd (ihoa] skalt for ever lie tecorded kt 
tfie Lamb's b^ok ot life, aaioQg /the Lord's worthies^ 
ivbo hme followed Ibe. Laaib throttgh...great tri« 
biilations, as many «an witiiess for lhaey*lrom the 
beginaiiig ; r dnd at> last liath overcome and {balb 
bieeii] found, worthy tO'Stand<wilh the Lamb upoa 
Idbunt Sk>B^ ,die hiU usf God, ^«I.vbave often 
eeei?^4bee; and t)^^art w^ .tailed as a.harp to 
praise the Lor«^ and to^souiid forth bis great sal- 
vation, which, many a time, bath made glad the 
hearts of them that did believe, aad strengthened 
their faith and hope. 

^ Well, thotiistrl lit re^t, iEind botiiid op in lb& 
bundle of life ; and I know tears Were wipdd 
away from thy eyes, because tkerewa^ nil cause dl 
sorrow ia^tfaee; for f kMw -thoil witnessed the 
old -things d&ne aWay ; and Aefe •Wiis no curse | 
but blessings wel^ poarbd upon '^y h^ad as' raii^ 
abd peace as a^iiift^l^ shoWer ;^and trouble was 
Tar from thy dwelMng*, diottgh in^'tlie dutward man 
Irduble on^ievety - sid^ ; and [thou] hast had a 
gti^ater shafe ibthat fbt ttes gospel']^ sake, though 
a yoilth, in thy time, than liiany besides; but n0w 
thou art freed from that, and hast obtained- a nasnt 
through foith wtth.^e smnts in iigbt. 



^' Welt, hadst thou more to give up tKaii thy iifet 
fbr the name of Jesus in this worM^ Nay) and to' 
seal thy testimony committed unto thee with thy' 
blood, as thotthast often said in thy day, vhich 
shall remain as a erbwn upon thee for ever and 
ever. And now thou art freed from the temp* 
tatibns of him who had the power of death ; and 
art freed from thy 0Qt!W<ard enemies,, who hated 
thee because oi the life thst dwelt in tbee^ and 
reoiainest at the right hand of God,, where thei^: 
is joy and pleasure for evermore in the everUKofi 
light, which thou hastoftea testified unto, Accord- 
ing to the word o( prophecy in thy heart, which 
was given unto thee by the Holy Ghost ; and uxt^ 
at rest in the perfection thereof, in tlie hw^ty of 
holiness ; yet thy life and thy spirit I feel as pre-; 
Bent, and have unity with it apid in it, bjeyond till 
created and visible things which are subject to 
mutation and change. And Ay life shall enter 
into others, to testify nolo the same Iruifa, whicli 
is from everlasting to /everlasting; for God hath 
raised, and shall raise up children unto Abraham, 
of them that have been as dead stonesy whose 
power is Almighty, great in his people, in the 
midst of their enemies. 

*^ This same Edward Burrongh was born ia 
the barony of Kendal, in die county of Westmore^ 
land, of honest parents, who had a good rtpoit 

H « 
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ttioiig ' their aeiglibcHirsy f^ lq>right and hon^gt 
dealing among m^n 9 who brought up Edward ia 
his youth, in 4earQing and good education a« tb0 
oountiy doth afford. He was a very understand^ 
fng'boy in bis youth i and bis knowledge and un- 
derstanding did far exceed his years. He bad the 
spirit of a man when be was bi^ a cbild; and t 
may say grey hairs wefe upon bim when be was 
^t a yotttby for be wis ^clothed with wisdom in 
bis infancy; fori had .perfect Itnowlec^e of hkn 
froifl%i youth. He was inclinabie ftom bis youth 
upwards to religiotiy and ^e best way^ always 
minding, the best things, and the bait and nearest 
*tvay of worship to the^Sciiptures of trhth ; and 
always- £d accompany the best men, who walked 
in godliness and honesty; insomuch I have often 
Admired his <dtscreet carriage, and his great under-> 
iitandiHg of the things of God« He was never 
known to be addicted t<j^any vice, or malignity, of 
bad bebljtio^r, iftetther followed any ^il course of 
life from his childhood; but feared the Lord and 
-walked, upf^htly, according to tfie light and 
knowkdge received in all things. 

<</In hils natural ^isposkidfi, he was bold and 

liiahly, dexterous and fervent; and what be took 

k hand, he did it with his might ; loving, kind, 

and courteous, merciful and flexible, and easy to 

-be - entreated. His whole delight ^vas always 



pm^h!^ good people^ and to be cotifening and re^ 
ing the Scriptures, atid litthe to mind any sports or 
pastimes which ther« i» an mcidency unto iti 
.fjrouth ; but his very strength was bended after 
God ; and [he] was separated, I may say, from liU 
^birth, and jStting for th« W0rk^» sake, ^f^reuft^ 
'he after was calledi. 

'^ And when it pleased the Lord tO' inisiB up 

lanto us the ancient horn of salvation, among us 

;who were reckoned in theNortfi part of England, 

MBven as the outcasts of Israel, and as men destitute 

• of the great knowledge which some seemed, to eii- 

. joy; yet there was more sincerity and true tevo 

amongst us, and desires after the living, powerfu)^ 

presence of God, than was among many in that 

4ay who seemed to make a great flourish; wht) 

>ran into heaps and forms, but left tlie cross behind 

•them, and' indeed were strangers to it. God out 

^f his everlasting love did appear to us, aecordiing 

•to the desire of our hearts, who longed after Him. 

*li¥faeu we bad turned aside from hireling-shepherds 

4ents, we found hm wbom our souls loved ; and 

Crod out of IHs great love and great mercy' scut 

«ne un^o us, immediately, by bis power, a man of 

God, one of ten thousand, to instrttct uk in iSit 

^Bj of God more perfectly; who laid Jjown the 

*«ure foundation, and declared the acceptaSle yea^ 

of the Xtford p who indeed made the mourners t^ 

H S 



IkX) hin. OV SDWARD BVBROUOII. 

rejoice^ and tLe heavy-hearted glad ; wlach yet waa 
terrible to 9II hypocrites and all foKiual profeisioilf^ 
vhich tesiioAony reached ualo all our conscience*, 
and entered into the inmost part of our hearts*; 
which drove us to a narrow search, and to a di&* 
gent inquisition concerniiig out state, which we 
came to see, through the light of Christ Jesus, 
which was testified of; and found it to be eveR 
what it was testified of» 

*' And the Lord of heaven and earth, we found 
to be near at hand; and as we waited upon Him ia 
pure silence, our minds out of all things, his dread- 
.«£ulr power, and glorious majesty, and heavenly 
presence, appeared in our assemblies ; when there 
.was uo language, tongue,, aor apeeck from aay 
creature; and the kiogdon^of heaven did gatheor 
us, and catch us all as in a net ; and his heavenly 
power at <»ie time drew many hundreds to land ; 
that we came to know a place to stand in, and 
what to wait ia; and the Lord appeared daiLy to 
us, to our astottisbment, amazement, aad great 
adiniratiou ; insomuch that we often saidane auto 
another, wiib great joy of heart: tVhail i$ ihe 
kingdom o/* Gjod ccme to he wuh meti^t And mil 
Im takejup his. tabernacle among the sons o^mm as 
he did of .old f And what! shall ice thai were 
Reckoned cs the outcasts of Israel, liave this Jumour 
fijf glory communicated amongd us, tpkich were Imf 



seemed go^ unla the Ijovd^ to ysboose thtf we^k 
things, 4»iid«tbe foolish tUog^ of ^^tbis^ worid, as to 
iha asp^ct-of flMO, thftt^ no flosh^iuil^Kl gl^ry t that 
no manji because ot hi^'pai^'inigfat glory, or be- 
cause of - bis- strength ^p^msdoilk'iiiigfat glory; biit 
:4tat tbd gl6ry which' b'Htisr,^ might he pten only 
to Him ; unto whom be the glory of all ImwortSk 
for evet^ and ever* - Amcn^» - 

" And from that day forward/ oaf hearts were 
kliit unto the Lord, and one unto another, in true 
and fervent love ; «ot by any external covenant^ or 
external form; but we entered into the covenant 
of life with God; and that^ was as a strong 4>bliga* 
tion or bond opon all our spirits, which united iia 
one unto another^ and we met together in the 

. imity of tho'Sjiirit, and of the bond of peace; 
heading down under oar feet, all reasoning, ques- 
tioning,, debating, and coataoiding about religion; 
Of any p^ or parts, or practice or practices 

' thereof, as^o any external thing. And:^we^watted 
at •time and times, aa God did grant us opportu* 
nitiflis; and -the more we had and coi4d obtam 
from our necessary occasions of thia present life^ 

rihe better we were, and the^ more we were con- 
firmed and strengthened in our hope and faith; 
Md holy resolutions were hindied in our hearts^ ^s^ 

h4 
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a fire which the life kindled in us^ to fterre Ae 

Lord while we had a being, aodto nake mentioa 

9{ his name and fK>wer whilst we did hve ; and to 

hold forth that testimony which was committed^ to 

.'us, in the sight of men and nations, by doc^ines, 

. by practioei by a hply conversation. And^mightily 

: did the word of God grow amongst as, and the 

desires of many were after the name of the Lord. 

Oh happy day i Oh blessed day ! the memorial of 

which can never pass out of my mmd. And thus 

the Lord, in short, did form us to be a people tof 

his praise in our generatit^a. 

9 

'^ Ho wbeit after all this and much more, which 
tittie would fail me to write of, (neither is tH© 
purpose of my spirit bent that way at this time,) 
"^e did come through very great tribulations, ex- 
treme distresses, great perplexity ; and passed out 
oftentimes hungry and hard put to it, both withia 
and without ; yet such \\'as our love to the Lord^ 
and such fervency in our hearts, that we rather 
chose to dife, and to undergo every difficulty; thto 
to dishonour or deny the name of Christ, in the 
' midst of suffering; because of thslt taste that we 
' had of his goodness and immorial life, f^vealed in 
' our hearts. This young man' of whomi atn speak- 
ing, had his share, though but a yOuth of 16 or 17 
years of age. Because of the truth which crossed 
aU the wo;ldV wa^^s^ his nearest relations^ even hist 



^^n parents^ cast him off as an alien, and turnea 
him out from their house/ as not to have any part 
or portion therein, as a son ; nay not so tliuch as 
k hired servant, which this young man bore very 
J)atiently, without murmuring or complaining, 
having a taste of that, then, which was? better thao 
all the world; and through conversing with his 
people, and amongst them, the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and the spirit of wisdom andun- 
derstanding entered into his heart; and the spirit 
.of knowledge and sound judgment came to be 
seated in hisr reins; and the spirit of prophecy 
came upon him> like as it did upon many more 
through the Holy Ghost's power and operation; 
And he spake of the wonderful thing* of Go(l 
skmong them that believed, and was one of th« 
.^rst among us^ which the Lord opened the mouth 
,of, to show forth bis praise, and to speak of the 
tbings of bis ldngdom< to as many as he met witb^ 
who waited for file consolation of Israel, for the 
riches of the Gentiles, and to as many as desired^ 
imd.hoped after eterftal life* 

■ -^' At kst the Lord singled him out, and coin-^ 
jhanded hini to go forth into eouiitries unknown to 
him; as he did some more besides ; upon whom he 
laid a necessity to preach the gospel freely, with- 
out money, without price, withbift tithes, augment 
<t2^tr6us; gijfts,' or rewards ; and in that Jie wa* a^ 
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» 

Cailbful a man, none exceeding, him in bis gesem^ 
tion ; for tho^e thiiigii were an abhorrency to hi9- 
heart ; and where be met with any such hireling; 
sbepherd»: and deceitful worker8> which had gulled 
the nalionis^ and cheated the people for dishonest 
gaiQ>: and kept them in blindness^ the indignation 
of the Lord, was kindled in his heart, and the 
sword of the. Lord was very sharp in his band ; 
imd whomsoever he met wilb that walked aftep 
lJ)is sort, they were sure to feel the weight of his- 
weapon, and the forcer of his blow, by which 
many have been^ deeply^ wounded^, and have 
gnashed their teeth on bim^ greedy of tlieir gain^ 
because of their present wpund and blow that he: 
did give them; and though he was but young \w 
years, yet he was full of fortitude and true valour. 
Tlie Lord, oftentimes^ wheit^^ he exercised him iu. 
such wac^ aa this, bath filled- his> quiver fall of 
polished shafts,, and made bis bow to? abide io" 
stiiiengtb ;, and he was as dexteKoos: and as ready, 
handed, as any: that I knew in bis da^,, against the; 
dragon and his povi'er, against the. beast and his. 
followers;, and indeed he war even banded, and^ 
had' a; special good» arm,, and seldom^ nMssed 
the mark- Clod had filled his- mouth with argu- 
mentsy^so that be hath often mada a hveach iatfae: 
&ce of a hostu 

^'^ And it was my Tof, wBich Icannotbutsay fell 
ib. a good ground, to be his conrif anioAand.£eIio\Kr> 



Wbimfer, in the work of the go5pel^ whereutito we 
^^ere called, for many years together. And oh I 
when I consider, nvy heart is broken ! hbw sweetly 
we walked together for many months and years! 
in which we had .perfect knowledge of one ano- 
ther's hearts, and perfect union of spirit; not so 
much as one cross word, or one hard thought of 
discontent ever arose> I believe, in either of our 
hearts, for ten years together ; but our souls were 
bound up in unity and peaces having the frame of 
our bearts bent after one and the self same thing ; 
iowit, the propagation of that truth, by which 
liberty was obtained, and salvation received througb^ 
Jfestis Clu-ist, the true light of the worlds 

''Seeing tfirongh his light, the whole world td 
Jie in wickedness, a necessity lay upon this persou 
of whom I aih speakings being .constrained by the 
Spirit of thofLord, by whicb he'W4» made an able 
minister of the. everlasting gospel, to preach re* 
pentaoc^' conyersioBr, salvaticm> an^ remission of 
sins;, and accordingly he went forth, in* the naxne 
and pdwer of the Lord Jesus, th^ Saviour of man* 
kinf, and waaaa able minister of jthe glad tidings 
of salvation, in- many or most parts of this land ; 
and also he trsvelled ihrottgh ^ain mid agaiuj the 
whole natkm of Ireland ; and in; siHne pjirt of Scot-* 
land, and some part of Flanders; and his ministry 
ii^ made effectual; thcongh tlie Aliinght^ pot\^^P 



/ 



iift 'ixm OF BDWARU iuRiiotTcrtt. 

« 

f 

©f Got^, in turning many from darkness to light, an J 
from the power of Satan to God. Tliere are manjr 
thoirsands who are living in the body, and alive iit 
the trut&y who can, in the Spirit of the Lord, bear 
testimony to the power and verity -of his ministry^ 
in many countries where he travelled; for he la-^ 
*bt»ured much in divers places, even in the heat of 
the day;, though he began early in the morning, 
'And in the beginning of his travels and labours, it 
was his share to break up rough places, and un- 
hJled ground, and to walk amoitgst many briars and 
thorns, whi^:h scratched, and pricked, and tearedf 
afid travelled with some other not without great 
opposition 4 and he often trod the paths and way*. 
^^ hich had not been tDccupied ia the truth ; and 
where darkness had the dominion^ and was as a- 
covering, he brake through as an armed man; not 
minding tl>e opposition, but tlie victory and the 
good of all souls ; though to my kiK)Avledg^ hi» 
wifferings and trials have not been small, nor his- 
exercise little, on the right liand and oiVthe Ifeftf 
in travel often; oftentimes bufietted : soMetimcs^. 
knocked down, by unreasonable men,, who hHd'not 
iaith ; loaded whh lies, slanders^ calumni^s^ and 
ix^proaches ; often iuweakness ; yea in deaths often ; 
in ivatchipg, fastings, and- temptation* ofteiK; 
in straits- .and necessities; in perils among rude^ 
siultitBdes^l:. in perils in idol temples; in peiits irt 
4tcieet8v4ndmiu-kets^ where the Lord did jxlove himr 



#>ften to go in tfee beginning of his tiii^e ; besides 
the exceeding weight of service, from week's end 
to week'« end ; insomuch that be had seldom many 
hours of repose; and often suffered by those spirits^ 
who lost their fifst love, and rose in opposition. 

" He was very diligent and faithful, true hearted 
and^ valiant ; and the yoke at la«t, came to be easy 
unto him, though no ease at aH in the body, as ta 
the outward man : for he made the work of the 
Lord his whole busines^ without taking so much, 
liberty unto himself,, or about any outwaix] occa- 
810!^ in- this world, as to spend one week to hini- 
self, to my 'knowledge, these ten year». He had 
'Ventured himself ofter* for the bodyV sake; and ^ 
^reat care, I know, was in his heart, that those 
'that he had ministered unto, and others ihat had 
believed the same truth, might thrive and prosper, 

and might walk as becomelh tlie gospel of Jesu» 

t 

ChiJst. 

** He was of a manly spirit in (Re things of God* 
lie hath engaged himself often upon th^ L^rdV 
account singly, in great disputes^ when there were 
many opposers ; he liatb stood in the door, and in. 
the gap, against all fiis enemies, for tlie worthy 
ATime of God, and taken the whole weight of 
things upoa his OMtt shoulder,, that oltiers mi^t 
^e cased X thougk' ofteo^ ta the" :iveakening> uxuS^ 
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almost destroying of the outward mao ; yet doii^ ' 
aU io tove to the* Lord, aiid for hU people's sake, 
he did it with cfaeerfuloes8; and it was a ^rief to 
kirn if any opportunity wa» missed of doing. ^ood. 
He was a -man of no grejit learning in natural 
tongues, which men so much ftpplatid; yet,, indeed 
his heart wa^fuli of matter, and his tongue wa»* 
as the hand of a ready scribe ; and yet he had the 
tongue of the learned, having bad experiment of 
the work of the Lord; and being acqaaiiited with 
many conditions, which God had carried hini: 
through, he could speak*a word in season, linta 
all who declared their conditions unto bim^ op 
otberways in his public ministry, Hewaaveiy 
plausible and elegant ia his speech, and indeed 
had the tongue of a learned orator,, to declare hiin-^ 
self to the understandings and consciences of all 
men with whouL he conversed, by which many 
received great profit, and their anderstanding^ 
caiiie to be opened;, for his words ministered grace 
to the hearers, and his words were fordble and 

very pleasant; as apples of gold 'm pictures of 
ttlver^ 

« This yomig nan of whom I am t^eaf^tng, war 
one of the first, witb pome others, who came to 
<he ci^ of Londbiv where he met with no smsdl 
#ppo9ition> fronts professbrar of divers forms, and 
alaa profkne^ who heeded no religion at all; 
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mbA the way ef truth seemed eontepaptible^ and 
without form or com^liiiess^ to them all, which 
made the oppo«ition so great, and the labour so 
hard; }'et notwithatandiag, .it pleased the Lord to 
reaeh unto llie coiftsciences of many, and ma»y were 
pricked to the heart, so that they cried out : * What 
skfilt wc do to be sttvtdT And God made hisr 
nainistry very eifecttral to the conversion of many 
in the city of London, whereby a great change 
was wrought in the hearts of many; and many 
hundreds' [werej brought to know the Lord their 
teacher; which are asr seal* unto the word of Hfe^ 
through him> unto thi* day. And many hundreds^ 
1 may say thousands, heard the Rvely word of God 
declared by him, and were convinced of the way 
of truth, though still remaining in the disobedience 
to that of. God in their own- hearter, unto which he^ 
declared ;. and many have lost theic day, which they 
had of bearing and receiving the things of God ; 
for now he is taken" away which might have been % 
help unto them while they had time ;, and all sttcb 
are not worthy of hinu: 

« He continued in this city very much at time sm<l 
times, betwixt, eight and nine years together f 
preaching the word of Gody and speaking of the. 
things of his kingdom, lo all that looked after it;, 
and great watching^, travail^ an<£ exercise in the 
vorkof ^ Lordly and hia: earnest dejsire was> tfi^ 
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all might bav«come to know God's saivation; and tbe 
jredemption of their souls; and his* great diligence 
ivas known unto aiany, that \m only rejoicing was^ 
in the prosperity of the work of the Lord, and tlie 
increase of faith aoionjgst them that did believe. 

" And his heart was much drawn towards thi» 
(Qity, and oftentimes hath i^e said to riie, wliea suf- 
ferings did come for the gospel's sake, which he 
jknew would come : J can freely go to that citj^ and 
lay down my life for a testimony of that truth which 
I liave declaredy through the power and Spirit of 
Gody which in tlie end indeed came to be his 
lihare ; and will for ever be his <^rown, who loved 
^ot his life unto death, for the testimony of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

* 

' ** And in the same year 1*663, being pressed m 
1)is spirit to go viisit them who were begotten unto 
the faith, of God's elect, at the city of Bristol, and 
in divers other counties; at divers meetings and 
liivers particular friends, he took^his leave of them, 
saying to-very many, that he did not know he 
should see^heir faces any more^ ^exhorting them 
all to faithfulness and steadfastness m that vtliereia 
they had found liest for their souls ; and said to- 
some : / am going up to tie city of London ^igain^ 
to lay down my hW'R for the go&pel, and suffer 
amongst Friends in that place; as having some- 
.^tnse of bi& suffering before. 



** And a little after his nstimi to tke city, it a 

• public meeling wiiitb die people of die Lord bate 
kept tUese many years^ to hear and tfpeak of Hie 
tbingir of Ood to edificati^ at the Boll and 

. Moutii near Ai^r^te^ bj^ eerta&l'soldiers Under die 
conimaadof RicfaHnfll Brdwa, then general 'of tHe 
city- of London^ be was violently pln^ked' dowq^ 

.and haied away in a barbaroijw maonei: and carried 
to the gbardy and so-committed to Newgate ; not 

- for evil doing, but for testifying unto the name of 

r.the Lord Jesus, and for the worship of Ged ; as 
though this were become a great crime worthy of 
bondSf and at last death. 

«* , • ' 

^* He was bad to d^ sessions in the Old Bailey ; 

« and his accusers were witnesses against him; aUd 
them that had abused him violently; their testi- 
mony was received as good proof against him; 
4ind at last, after two or three sessiotis, he'wae 
fined by the court one hundred hiarks, which at 
last was reduced to twenty matks, and to lie in 
prison while payment^ where he continued a 
pretty long season, aboiLt eight months, with six 
or seven score prisoners besides,^ upon the same 
account ; many being shut up among the felons, in 

nasty places; and for want of prison room, the 
natures ot many were suffocated and cor- 
rupted; till at last many grew weak, sickened^ 
and died* 
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^ At l»sl tfaiB •Mmt young mm grew weak, and 
dmugh a special or4ieff fiNxm .^e^ kiog was sevt^tp 
Ihe then shertfi of london i for. the release ef 
li&ni, aad the rest that weie^left ia psisoa^yet sooh 
URas tbe. enmity of seme of die mters of- die €%, 
that they did wbat ia theia Jay, fo obstruct tlM 
executaon of « the order^ that be rfiould taoibe^e- 
kased. Aud so weakness* grew- upon Ufn daily, 
though in much ipatience he^ was carried dirougfa 
all. lu the time of his weakness he was very fer- 
vent id prayer, and that cAen both day and tiigbt^ 
unto the Lord as concerning himaell^ and also bis 
people; and at several .times he spoke several 
preciousi words/ from 4he sensible feeling of GodV 
Spirit in his heart; and said: I have had tketes' 
tknony ^-the Lonts hveuuia me from $njf yotUir 
and my heart hath. been given vp to da thy wiU. 
And he said >■ I have preached the gospel freely in 
this city,and have ojiea givemtp mylifefor the 
gospeT&sake; , and now, ,Lor4, ripop^ my heoH, 
and see if.it be not tight before thee. . 

'' Another time be .said, wben he had a little ease? 

There is no iniquity lies at my door; but the presence 

' of the Lord is with me^ and his life I feel ju^ify ' 

me. Another day afterwards he said : Thou haU 

loved me mhen I was y^ tmbom, and I have laved 

' thee from my cradh.and fxofni my ym^h wito thi^ 

\day, aad have served thee faUhfuUy in my genera^ 
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iUn* And I10 spoke ta friends that were about 
. him^ 2h live in love and geace^ and looje one amn 
iher. And at another time he said: The Lord 
taketh the ti^teom fwm the evil to come- And 
he prayed for his enemies and for his persecutors^ 

and said: Loi^fo^ive- Richard Bhmn; if'te majf 
ine forgiven^ 

** And though the distemper and' the disease wacT 
violently upon him, yet he was preserved sensible* 
And in the morning before he departed this life, 
' being sensible of his death, he said : Now my soul 
avd spirit is centred into its omn being with God ; 
and this form of person must return from whence it 
was taken. And after a little season he gave up 
the ghost, and died a prisoner, and shall be re- 
corded and i» ik the Lamb'a book of life, a». a 
martyr f<>r the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus, for which only he suffered. and gave up liis> 
Ufe, whose death was precious in the eyes of the 
Lord. But now he ever liveth with God>.and Ms 
works, follow him, and Kis labours shall testify of 
him in generations to come ; and thousands be-> 
sides myself can bear witi^ess his life and deatU was^ 
to the praise, honoury and glory of the grace of 
God, unto whom^^be the glory^ of all his works tar 
ever. Ambn. 

« " * . 

. « By one who bath oKoseirratherto^ suffer wilb 
die people of QodcsJled. Quakers^ than to enjoy 



l64 UVU OF SDWAB9 AUBBOUOH* 

ihe pleasures of tin for a season ; or to ba EeckopiM 
as a prince amongst the imcircumcised* . 
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Jfefldinft, the %9d of) 
the 13tb Month, V 
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l^e death of Edward Burrough was lamented 
by many others, who expressed in various testimo- 
fiials. , their value for hina while Uviog> and theif 
sorrow on account of bis death ;. which seems to 
have been universally felt by his surviving; friends. 

« 

It appears from the account of Franeis How- 
gill, and frpm. some of his own expressions wfami 
aear the close of life, that be was religiously io- 
clined from early childhood : but thoug^h this, waa 

the case, we find from his own pen, ii> one of his 

« . - • . 

early publications, that he was by no means exempt 
from the evil propensities of human nature. Speak- 
ing of himself before he was twelve years of age, 
he says:. ** I was wanton and light, and lived iu 
"j^leasure, ' without tiie fear of God; opt knowing; 
GodAbul by hearsa;^ aii4r traditiojqu'^ 



About this tittle bp gtei^ .n^on^.s^tiouSf smd b^h- 
fowed the PresbyterifUa and other zealous pfeacbefs^ 
of that day* When he ws|^ about seventeen yeara 
of age^ his mind became n^qre in^arcUy direcCe^^ 
^d he '^ much ^eparatejj fj^om the train ways ol. 
the world, and from vain wqrldly people." ije. 
y(^ frequently iaduced to reprove ptbie^rs for their 
tiici^d words and actioiis; b^t nolt^itbstanding 
all this, he found many evil inclinations and |>aft- 
aionii remain ,aUve» hy which, bis tender mind waa 
at times m^ch exei^Oi^^d ; thofigh he was disposed 
to indulge biiaself in ^ kind of car«al^ secpiity^ 
ffom the dangerous opinion^ ^t whom God lovot: 
cmce helov^s for ever* ,^ 

It was about his s^v^titeentfi yeaf, that " it 
pleased the Lord to send his true and faithful ser-^ 
vant and messenger, George Fox^" who spoke so 
closely to Ris state, find opened the situation of 
his inind so clearly to him, that, after some time 
.he united himself to the Society which was then 
newly formed, under the name of Quakers ; among 
whom he became an able and powerful minister^ 
as id already refated. Finding this account of 
him$eif, previous to this ti^e, it appeared proper 

to give the substance of it in addition to that of 

• ••'*''■• 

Francis JHowgilli 

In^lAs first visit to London^ the following ex>^ 
ttaordihary circumstance is. related by Sewel, 
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idueh I give in Ms own wordi. ** At tMidom 
Acre is • custom in summer time, when the even* 
ing approaches, and tfadesmeil leave off workings 
that many iustj fellows meet in the fields to trjr 
their skill and strength in wrestlings where gene« 
rlilly a mttltitdde of people stand gazing in a round* 
Now it so fell out that Edward Bttrroogh passed ' 
by the place where ihey were wrestling, and stSind- 
tng still among Ae spectators, saw how a strong and 
dexterous fellow had already Arown three others, 
sfttd was waiting for a fourth champion, if any durst 
^venture \o enter the lists. At length, none being 
bold enough to try, Edward Burrongfa stept into 
the ring, and having looked npon the wrestler 
with a seriotts countenance, the man was not a 
little surprized, instead of an airy snti^onist, to 
meet with a grave aad awful young man, and all 
stood, as it were, amazed at this sight, eagerly ex^ 
pecting what would be the issue of this combat. 
But it was quite anodier fight Edward Burrough 
aimed at; for having already fought against spiri- 
tual wickedness, that had once prevailed tm him> 
and having overcome in measure, by the grace of 
God, he now endeavoured to fight also againsf if 
in others, and to turn tbem from the evil of their 
ways. With this intention he began very seriously 
to speak to the stauders by, and that with sudi a 
heart-piercing power, that he was heard by this 
mixed multitude with no less attention than ad* 



ttiil3|tiQ&; for >i8 fp!9wk imdeA to torndi^ai froin ' 
d^rkmeasio light, and from tfie power of Satan tcr 
Godw To effect this he kboured witk cwivincing 
^Arordsi showing how .God ^ad notltft bimadf with^ 
otti a witneM, but had given to ipan « njeasttre of 
hb f race, aad enbghteiied^vely one witfatthe light 
of Chrigt. Thus he.4>reached aealottalyr; and 
^ugh ttiliay might look upon this as a .noyndtfp 
yet.it was of such effect that some were coovinaed 
of the Truth; for he was a breaker of stony 
hearty aod ^refore, hy-a certain «iithiMr, not uo* 
justly called a Son of Thunder ; tboi^^he omitted . 
not| in due season^ to* speak 4t word of consolation 
to those that were of « broken^heart. and of a con* 
trite spirit." 

■ £dMvard Burrengti appe^ts to^ haTe devoted hin 
l^e wholly to the service of religion. Though 
scarcely tM'enty'eight years of age when he died, 
In^des employing liis Xhtie in traveling and 
]4e^hijtig, be wrote and puMisbed -so nmch^ -as^ 
wliHsii colteetedefter his deadi> foirmed a cldse 
fn^ntied folio vdulafte i6f sgS pages. Mwy of Ins 
w^fHiUgs are Controversi^i *and among his oppo^ 
niiei:^> or rather those-whom he opposes, are the 
SllipR>l|4 John Bonyan and I^chard Baxter. These 
good men, ^or so X am iUsp6sed to cdU flien> 
had gro^Iy misrepresented the Quakers; «|d I^if- 
mogfi replies to them^ not iE»nly with diaiproting 



tbnir stR^elmBla jud ooftffiitiiig tbek afginnentsy 
bu^ Aba wkhmmy pertonal ^fleelibns^ which 
cbarity ieadsme %o apprehend they migfal kot de- ' 
serve. But it i» lametitable tor see how violently 
many food paten, parCicukrly iff t6bje times, were 
opposed to each oUier^ yet it has afforded me 
Sonne pleamre to dbfter^tf in looking through the 
Stings af Edward ' Burrottgh and sonEie others 
^oae livet 1 have notieed, that their early writ- 
ings wtere^nucb more tinctured wkb violence^ and 
an excess of zeal, than those published in the lat^ 
tar part of their lives^. Richard Baxter, already 
flieiiCioned, in this period of bi^ life, published a 
Review of his^ Religious Opinions and Contro- 
versieSy in which he show^ an^ abatement ot that 
violent zeal which he had entertained in early life^ 
and he seems ta allude to his controversies with 
i&iends^ when he eKpresses himself thus: '* I ant 
now mudi more apprehensive of the necessity of 
v^ell grou^ng tnen in th^r relrgioit, and especially 
«f the viritness of the indwelling Spirit ; for I more 
sensibly peiPceive t{iat the Spirit is the great wit-^ 
ness oi Christ in^ the v^otk)^ And though die folly 
of fanatics tempted me long ta oyeiiook the 
stvenglh Qf diis testimony of the Spirit, whiteahey 
placed it in a certain' internal assertion or eiiduK 
siastic faMpiration; yet I now see that< the Holy 
Ghost, in another manner, is the witness of Cbrisly 
alid bis agent in the wortd.'^ 
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Thus did Baxter approximate to the peculiar 
doctrine of Friends, though he appears still 
unwilling to admit their view of it to be right. It 
is however pleasant to see how the mind of this 
great Controversialist softened down, in the decline 
of life and in the increase of religious experience; 
and how much he was disposed to look more at the 
essentials of religion, in< which christians generally 
are agreed, than at those lesser points on which 
they, usually diflfer, 

Edward Burrough was remarkable for his ad- 
dresses to the ruling powers of his time, of whose 
proneness to persecution^ and the evil consequences 
resulting from it^ he faithfully warned them. 
Many of bis expressions may be considered as pre- 
dicting the downfall of the government which sup- 
ported it; and indeed his views of civil and religious 
liberty, with that christian subjection which we owe • 
to the government under which we live, are stated 
by him, in clear and strong language,:in jseveral.of 
Ins publications. 

The following paragraph from a publication^ 
entitled, " The Case of the People called Qua- 
kers stated and published to the World," will 
show the uprightness and zeal of our early Friends, 
and the resolution with which they were prepared, 
to bear tfaa sufferings imposed Jby their persecu- 
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tors: ''As for oar conversations amongst meii^^ 
lit Itispect of our dailj walking arid converse i^iih 
tbem in our dealing, in respect t)f honesty, and 
faithfulness^ and truth, and justness in works and 
ivord^, our neighbours shall give ivithess for us. 
We nvill not justify oarselves^ -tis God thtf|rj\i^ifie» 
trs; and the )aw of God, ^spel of Christ, scrip- 
tares, examples of holj men, our neighbours, and 
tfal^ vvitness of God in all men's consciences, shall 
bear witne^ t& uS. And, O Lord God everlast* 
ing ! do thou judge odr cau^e ; do thou maVett 
manifest, in^ thy due season, to* all the world, that 
we are thy people; 'th^ wig toVe.'tbee above all ; 
that we fear thy flame more tkan all; that we lOve 
righteousness and hat^ iniquity; and. that weiaow 
suffer for thy holy name and truth, and for thy 
honour and justice, and for thy truth and holiness^ 
Oh Lord ! Thou knowest that we are ready to 
perish, rather than to lose one ; grain thereof 
Amen. Amen." 

As an author, 'l£d ward ' BurroUgh ivas strollg> 
and at times sublime in his language; his argu-» 
-ments are iu general clear and convincing, -and 
.to his friends, bis feeling h&axt often iMmred forth 
the salutations of ^brotherly love, judicious counsel, 
and affectionate sympathy. As a specimen of his 
writing, I shall givelhe following epistle, and with 
it shall finish this account of him; onlyaddiikj; 



thfrt he was one wlio justHied the observation of 
aw apocryphal writer, that " Honourable age is 
not that Mrhich standeth in length of time, nor that 
is measured by ntrmbet of years ; but wisdom is 
the grey hairs unto men, and an uns{>otted life is 
old age," 



To the Friends of Truth, in and atmtt Ldrtddn* 

Dearly and weil-beloved in Christ oar life and 
"glory, the Spirit of the Lord is npon tAe^ and at 
this time qui^keneth my heart into th^ lively re- 
membrance of you all ; herewith ^tending the 
hear^ tttid fervent salutation of my dear and per^ 
Tect Idve/iMo<all the faithful amongst you ; for the 
Father's love fiUeth m^ hearty and bath raised up 
my spirit id to an holy frame and temper of glad- 
ness and r?j6idiig, of great joy and cxirafort, in 
the remembrance and feelfng sense of what the 
Lord hath wro«igbt «Rd made manifest among bis 
people; and the fulness of his love andj'ejoicing 
flowplb out, in praising and magnifying the Lord 
«ur God for evermore. 

Oh what hath the Lord wrought for us in our 
day 4 How bath his outstretched arm be^n'maJe 

It • 
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haresfgrn aiidagakiy for otir salyation and deli* 
VeMuee! How many have his nierde8l>een, and 
Ihiw numberless have his loving kiadnesses beea 
abowed to as ! How hath hia^power ^nd wisdom 
been discovered amongsrfais people! by which- we 
are quickened and revived into the life of righteous* 
6ess and peace, to -be-aervants. and' heirs of the 
Everlasting Father, the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth; being called ^y him out of darkness into 
his marvellous light! And how glorious is thelight 
that hath appeared upon our tabernacle, andf 
flhined in ouf hearts; and that hath ied us in the 
way of peace, and taught us in the path of righ« 
teousness! Thus and .much more hath the handi 
of the Lord wrought for. U9|^hfaving raised usAiip 
to be a people, that in times past were not a peo-* 
pie ; but now he b«^ formed us for himself, aivd 
created us for his praise; having gathered^ us as » 
riiepfaerd.doth hia flock, from our strayed estate, 
in which we were strangers and afar ofiF^'^inhabiting 
in death and darkness, but now raised up to Ai 
together in heavenly places, and to feed in the fat 
pasturea of His fulness, that fitlefh all in all. 

This hath t been effected by the hand ^ud 
power of the Most High, who bath also preserved 
iis4mto.this day through many trials 4ind tribula* 
tlons; and again and again when our enemies have 
risen up to destroyiis, eVen then bath idie Lord- 
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. been our defence, puid'confounded our perseci^OTs; 
. ao tha]t we^et'liyev blessed be the iH»ne of the 
, JLorid ! the remembi^aace^of MAJt^iDfinitei tender 
mercies from, the Fath^r^ that \re ha ve^ received, 
, bave a heavenly influence uj^oo^ my heart at tbia 
time; .whicfa;4:ausetbme»t0 9ay: What manner of 
; love is this ! Ob the height and depthr«and infinite- 
iiess of tbesame ! The beauty thereof Jxatb'raviiriied 
, mf heart; the sttength' thereof hath overcome me; 
; 'and the yktue thereof batbc^wreome me; and the 
. virtue th^eof^batft filled my soul :- and this is 
the present frame of my spirit, full of love and 
goodrw^L to thi& Lor#^6ed/ and to all bi» 
saints, and particularly unto you, unto wbom my 
> spirit desireth, in the Lord, increase of peacei, and 
. mercies^ and blessings, and all heavenly virt4^ 
V ^imto yott^ all; for I am und^r particular engage* 
. ments unto you, more than/unto oiany* 



Ist, Because my* labour and service in the vrorlj^ 
of the gospel hath .been more amongst you than 
. amongst othei^.; even for divers years have I beeo^ 
. conversant among you, in the admmistration of the 
^t of the gpspel; by dispensing the word of life, 
.)to the converting of some^ and to the strengthen- 
ing, and coofirmiiig of others^ in the way of the 
Ix>rd. And let the just God bear witness, of tbat 
faithfulness, and integrity, and' sincerity of hearty 
. io which, be Jiath carried me amongst you^ .while 

' 1 5 
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many precious days I have passed away with you^ 
and have aot floaght youra hot you ; oor do I de* 
aire.ougbt concerning you, bitt your faithfulnesa 
to the Lord;, ami your growth and establishment 
in the wisdom of Christ Jesus, anicl that blessiDga 
and peace may ever rest with you. And seeing 
it is thus that some of my precious years, in the 
service of God, have been spent amongst you; 
therefore is my heart and spirit engaged to you 
wards, even \ihi|e I Uve, to adsdse you aad exhort 
you, and to pray for you, that you may be found 
iu the faith, and established in the truth, and coa* 
finmd in the .possession that never fade&awaj* 

Qd, In respect of that place of your outward 
residence, that great city I mean where Satan'a 
seat is, and where wickedness abounds, and manj^ 
temptations and .provocations which may attempt 
to draw you from the Lord. I do know the da<i- 
gers are many, which may easily be met witfaeall ia 
that place; there is both the lave, glory, and ex- 
cellency of this world near unto you, and also the 
terrors, threats, losses, and persecutions of thia 
evil world, even dwelling with you ; all which may 

s 

work upon some, n^any fears and doubts, and be- 
get temptations to the denyii^ of the Lord. And 
peeing the danger is such to you wards, in that 
place, even more than to some others, therefore is 
my sQul engaged to admonish^ and instruct; and; 
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yray for your preservation unto tbcr end^ that ye 
may, walk as^ tbe Lord's/ and to hfs gWry^ 

Sdy And also my desires are for you^ that bled-' 
Sing and peace may be multiplied unto you^ and 
that you may walk in* the wisdom and power of 
the Lord^ in thts respectf that^ truth may be ho- 
noured^and crowned'withdbmii^ioii^and authority,; 
and good report^ in that gre^at city^ by your faithful^ 
ness, and patience^ and diligence, and afl the fruits of 
righteousness ; for ar ihmiy temptations do 'attend 
you, as'I fiiave'said^ before/ so also many eyes afe 
upon you, beboldihg what you are/ and what you 
do, and what will become of you* And if you 
walk in faithfulness and Tighteou^^riCss, and be pre- 
served unto the Lord in boldness and valour, for 
his name's sake; this will magnify the truth,' and 
crown i^ with honour, and strengthen and comfort 
many that are weak; and be a joy to all the up«> 
right; and it will confound your' enemies, and put 
^lem to shame/ and limit the unreasonable spirit 
of 'the powers of darkness, when our enemies see 
your just, faithful, righteous^" and inoffensive 
manner of^'walking in all things; And therefore, 
ibr this cause^ n^ h^art is engaged to pray for 
you; seeing the eyeer of many are upon you, to 
mark your ways and doings, and what will be 
th^ end, 
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And now dearly beloved, as by the. free grace 
and kindness of God, ye are called unto (his call- 
ing, and are renewed aad changed into the lifevof 
righteousness; so it is by the same grace and 
power of the Falher, that ye must «tand and be 
preserved unto the end.,; for by grace and faith we 
all stand, even through diligence, faithfulness, and 
watchfulness in the same grace, being obedient 
unto i(» teachings, and fruitful in its motions, and 
walking by its rule^ in meekness and lowliness of 
heart,, in sincerity find godly fear ; not being or 
doing any thing of ourselves, distinct or divided 
from this grace ; but being and doing all thinga 
through the grace of God dwelling in us: and ttii» 
is the highest perfection of saints^ Every one'^ 
higliest state admits of watchfulness, and faithful- 
ness, and obedience, and to hearken to the LfOrd 
and do his will in ^U things; and Whatsoever is of 
ourselves and related to the outward world, may 
be kept in subjection by His power, that He alone 
may rule, and be exalted in heaven and earth; and 
in all things what we are and wh^t we do, 

•■ ' • • 

And wait upon the L<ord, that ye may be esta- 
blished, aiid settled in the truth, and that ye may 
be confirmed therein for ever, as being natural 
)ieir& of the possession of grace and truth, to do, 
and walk, and live, according to his will ; being so 
inhent^ as nevee to go forth any more, add abJe 
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^$9 say, Nothing can separate ns from the love of 
God; not death, nor life, nor any other thing, . 

For I would put you in mind, and ye also know 
.Uy how that many have been- touched in their 
heart widi the sense of the Lord, and his love> year 
and many have enjoyed of the good gift of God, and 
walked with ua for a time, but have not remained 
unto the end ; but have: started aside from the 
Lord, and been overcome with the temptations of 
lliis world; even to the forsaking of the way of 
truth and righteousness ; and such have dishonoured 
the Lord, and forfeited their, place and inheritance 
in God, and become hardened in their hearts, and 
.dead to God^ and the latter end of such hath been 
worse dian their begmning f though yet for a time* 
such walked with us, and tasted of the good gifts 
of God, yet are become reprobates, because their 
hearts have not^been firm, and constant, and sound, 
and approved to €rod ; but of an ^vih frame and 
temper of spirit^ ambitious, vain-^glorious, self- 
seeking, and such like ; which ^spirit could ^ not- 
retain the gift of God, but abused it and peiv 
verted- it from, its proper end*^ 

And*- therefore, dearly beloved, it is exceeding 
precious to have a heart and spirit tried atid ap- 
proved of the Lord';.a good and honest heart*; an^ 
upright and qontrite spirit ; for that will abide m 
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faithfulness unto God^ through all tabulations aacT 
*lrials. If the heart be right in the sight of God, 
^vh^tsoever the knowledge be, or whether the gifts 
be little or great, yet the Lord's presence is there, 
and such are blessed; bo that .it's not enottgh, only 
to have a touch and taste of the loving-kindness of 
God ; but ^every one Qiust he established therein, 
in an approved heart and tried spirit; which can 
<;ndure all things, and not be shaken, nor moved ; 
and it*s only that kind of spirit which is meek and 
lowly, sincere and upright, which is establisedia 
tjie truth, and which only .can. Kemam. imrnoviSta^ 

And ' according to the ancient doctrine af 
Christ, which ye have believed, every one mnat 
look to your own particular standing, and must 
feel your own particular joy,, peace, and comfort; 
and must receive the assurance of life in your own 
• souls; for i^ is an everlasting word. Everyone 
must staftd by their own ; by what they feel and 
enjoy of eternal' life in their own hearts ; that only 
is every one's security and .assurance, in the king- 
dom of 'peace and glory ^ and it is the height Of 
pel fection to have the. seal of the Spirit of God in 
our consciences,, witnessing to lis tMat we are the: 
JLord's^ ^nd blessi42d are they that have this tes- 
'timony, even that of the Spirit of theFaiher, whichi 
is tbe- everlasting comforter against dll sorrow, aritf 
.)fce pcifect seal against all doubts, and thesuxift^ 
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jguide against all opposition. This is the office of 
the Spirit of the Lord/ and iui^^ork in Ae hearts 
of his children. 

Therefore my advice is to you, as from the 
beginning, look to your 6wn;4oyQm own measure 
of the gift of grace auditrtffli; that only stsQtids 
when all wanderings after men and thiogn fall ; and 
in tlidt is^your seculity as I have saidw 

AM let your conversations and walkings btt 
sneh as b^cometh the gospel of- Christ, in all faidi« 
fulness -and righteousness ; that you may be an 
hbnour to^th^Lordin your generation; for this 

only hav« we to do in this world, even to show 
forth bis praise ^amljg^pry^ whp hath created us. igr 
Christ Jesuflu-. 

All* things in relation to truth, are well in 
these* countries; the domiHion of truth is 8et up ^ 
over the heads of the wicked ; and it is a terror to 
its enemies, and the joy of all good men; and 
Friends are faithful in the power of the Lord, and 
look over this worlds to the world that bath no. 
end, smd th^i hope and confidence is in that; and 
meetings are generally qiiiet, and the piiesence of 
the Lord is-amongst his people. And thus to the. 
yace; power^ and wisdoax of th^ Lord Qod^;are ye 
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committed, who 19 the only Preserver of hi8<:hit> 
dren. Grace and ''feace be with yoU all. 

' EDWARDi BURROUGH/^ 



Un^erbarrow, tbe 16th' 
cay of the 8ib month, 



\ 
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Of the time and pisce of. H^mplirey SmitKV 
birth, or of bb parentage aiTd education^ I find no^ 
trace, either in bia own- wntings, or ia those of hid^ 
ftiends concerning him. Hie residence, when a^ 
liooie, M^as at Little Cawerne, ia Herefordshire*^ 
He was early inclined to religion and virtue; bu^^ 
this disposition, so* consoling <to a pious parent^ 
rather excited tile disgust of his fatlier, ^ho we- 
ere told ofteih checked' 'hini' because of his soU-- 
4}ity. In bis ^outh, and for some tkne:after hk 
marriage, be underwent many close confHcts of 
epirity finding mudi to? ^contend within himself^ 
botb o£ a natural and' spiritual kind, . before he- 
could' feel bis mind liberated from those' UiingSv 
which kept him in bopd^ge, and> prevented faia .ai-~ 
iaining. ihe glonojus. liberty .of the ishildcen. .ct£ 
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One of his cotemporary Friends, speaking of 
him, says : ** He followed the zealous professors^ 
and increased mightily in that knowledge wbick-. 
stands in the comprehension ; yea, exceeded many 
of his equals; but at last the Bord separated fainr^*- 
for his own. glory, and sent him forth ia his owa> 
power and^temal name*^ 

He had been for a considerable time a minister 
among some of ihe h^ professors of that da^, . 
and, I suppose, about the year 1654, joined himself 
to the despised people called Quakers, among 
whom he. found rehef to bis deeply conflicted 
mind, and soon aftervrard became a zealous and. 
successful preacher in this society, many beings 
added to their numbers througbtthe means, of. fais^ 
-gospel laboHvs^ 

.III the year T655, he wa» committed to prisoi^ 
* at Evesham in Worcestershire, being, arrested witir 
some other Friends at a meeting there. The place 
x)f their confinement was very small, iwitB^ut lighl^ 
cj* .any convenieqce necesstary foj?. cleanliness an4 
decency. .In this place they were confined above 
fourteen weeks> experiencing, many acta of cruelty 
. irom an unfeeling jailer, who\acted under the 
ilirection. however, of a stUl more unfeelins 
fnagistcate^ Edaiuod Young, the mayor of thal^ 
fo wo* 
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besides this imprisonment, lie suiFered seTeriJ 
others, particularly at Exeter and Winchester, la 
the latter.place lie appears to have been twice im* 

,. prisoned; first in the year 1 658, and the second 
time in I66l&l66e. Duting his first confinemetit, 
he was again put «ito a: very offensive situation ; 
for testes a paper entitled, "The just Complaint 
of the Afflicted," &c. from *' a filthy prison and 
place unfit for men, at Winchester, this 24th of 
the 8th month, 1658."' His ktter imprisonment,, 
which only terminated with his life, seems to-iiave 
been in the san^e, or « similar, place. His mittj-^ 
mus is dated the 14th day <rf October, l66i ; and' 
about that time, in the suec^ding year, his bealtb 
«unk aftdec his severe sufferio^^, from which deat& 
afforded him a release, that his cruel persecutor 
could not be prevailed on to grant; though his do^ 
tention appears to have been as contrary ta la^ 

.jw it w.as to jAstice and mercy.. 

During his sickness he was preserved in mucb 

patience and resignation, and '^ spake several pro- 

ciouft words to Friends, signifying to them that he 

}was given t}^ ia the wiU of &e Lord, either in* life 

I or death/' At a^ tin^e when: tl^e^fever wa» strong 

.«ipon him, he said : " My heart is fiHed withthe 

power of XJod It i$ good for a roan at such a. 

.lime as this,, to have theXord to be ,his: ftiend/*^ 

M another time h& expresaedhimself thns !'^< L^tff 



. W4 vrre, or humfhaj^t smitk^ 
tbou senteetnie forth to do thy wiH, and I bave4>een 

« 

Aithful to thee in my smalLvoieMarei which thoit 
Aast'comniitted unto me; but if thou wilt yet try 
me furtheri tby.will be done.** 

Near the time of bis departure, he waa engaged 
in earnest snpplication tbihe Lord, that he« would: 
^eliT^r his people from their cruel oppressors, and 
that those who had been ccHnvinced by him might' 
experience the Lord to be their teacher; sayings, 
also, " O Lord! hear the inward «ighs and groans- 
^erf^^lhine oppressed^ and deliver riiy poor soul from 
the oppressor, © Lord ! hear me. O' Lord J 
nphdd and preserve me; I know that my fte^ 
deemer^tveth. Thou art strong and mighty. Oh 
X^ord!" In this state of mind did^his innocent suf^ 
-ferae and faithful minister of the gospel, quit this: 
•atateof conflict, there is good reason to believe^ 
for that crown, of righteousness, which- i» the re^ 
ward of those, who have fought the good fight^ 
have kept the faith, and have loved the appearing 
•f J«sus Cheist*. 

Dmang Humphsey Smithes different imprison* 
>ments, he lepres^nted his suffering cas^, and laid* 
it closely upon his^ persecutors^ In the piece 
4ilready noticed^,. wriUen during his confinement at 
^inohesteiv, 4e ihu^ addresses the magistrates of 
Ae;couniy. of Hints.: «Ofe> my heart is^ enlarged. 



/ 



tlEJ: OF HUMPiaEY.^MJTH. : 1B& 

and I am filled with the indignattqn of the Locd, 
and overcome with the power of bis mightl Many 
woes could I from the Lord declaiie,, and much 
of bis judgment make known unto youf^ea, ntany 
lines might I write^ And tinfold the mysteries of 
his power^ which from your eyes are hid ; and long 
hath nay soul mourned in secret for -you; arid be« 
cause of the fierce terrors of the Lord which you 
cannot escape^ mioe eyes liave been filled with 
tears, .and my heart with sorrow ; and that for you. 
Oh ye blind, scornful, and rebellious men, djat 
rule thisxounty I The Lord God will bring shame 
' upon yoU| and your names ^hall rot^ anit J^ left 
for auvevil savour for the generations to come.'* 

This prophetic warning was soon fulfilled upon 
thes^ persecuting magistrates, who were ^ the 
high professors la the^me of Oliver Cxosawell. 
It was written in the year 1658, and ini66CV 
Charles the Second was admitted to the govern- 
, luent of these realms, the consequences of whicb 
it is joeedles^ to relate* 

The above was noiC the only instance «f proe* 
phetic foresighj^ with which this Friend appears 
to have been enduedv In the collection of bis 
^orks, which are contained in a small quartp vo^. 
lume of between 3 and 400 pages> I find a piece,, 
entidecf, ** The luaion of Humphrey Smith \vfaipb 
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he taw coneeming London^ in the 5th month im^ 
tbe year l660^ being not long after the king came'^ 
in."^ In this vision h^ foreteUs a great fire ia^ 
London^ which accordingly took place in the year^ 
1666. These are his wordsT: •* As for the city ■ 
Itefself, and her suburbs/ and all that belonged ta ^ 
her, a fire. was Undled therein^ but tike knew not ' 
bow> even in h^r goodly places ; and the kindling * 
of it was in the foundations of her buildings, and^* 
there was none could quench it ; neither was there 
any able, and the burning thereof^ was exceeding. ' 
great, and it burned inward, in a hidden manner^ 
which cannot be expressed ; and the fire consumed ' 
foundations which- the eity stood upon^ and ibe tali 
buildings fell ; and it consumed all ^e lofty thing«r 
therein, and the fire searched out aH hidden places,^ . 
and burned most in secret places ; but the 
consumation .was exceeding .great with whiph. it. 
^^Qnsumjsd*^' 

• 

I>iiring hia last imprisonment; and "only ahott^ 
,A month before his decease, he wrote a letter to a^ 
near relation^ The excellency of the matter, and 
the* state of mind in. which it represents him, are 
such as lead me to believe the insertion oi it will 
be acceptable to my readefs, and form an agreea* 
"ble conclusion to the account of this extraordinary 
-man*. 
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The letter had the following superscription : 

^' This for ny nearly related friend Elizabetfii 
Smithj at little Cawerne : 

« 

** The God of Heaven that made me, tod the 
Lord. God of potwer that called me to obey and 
follow him, even ia that^day when. I was not ac-^ 
quainted with his voice; and who hath been my 
guide, defence, succour, and comfort unto this day 
and moment, «iid wfaa hath ever upheld me as a 
fiither, the child, by the arm of his power, whom 
the world neither did nor can by its wisdom ever 
. know; who i» the only wise, invisible Spirit, that 
upbpldeth all things by the Word cf his power; 
who is dreadful to the HecUhen that know him 
not, and more precious than ever can be expressed 
'With tongue or^ien, unto those who have felt and 
received, and live in, the true sense of the enlarging 
incomes of the virtue of his power; the life whereof 
ilD them is most deairable» 

f 

"My strength, life, and refuge alone is He, whosv 
service I have no cause to decline, and whose pre- 
cious, powerful call he never gave me cause to 
repent; for with himself he hath, and doth daily 
gratify me with a fiill reward for all, and all man- 
ner of my manifold trials, and daily sufferings and 
•exercises which I meet with in the way; but reaHjr 
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and absolutely I, can truly aay, that Qooe of these 
filings move me in tbe least, from that fouBdatioii 
upon which the God of Hea?ea and Earth hatb 
long since established me, that I might stand for 
Him, and the glory of his name, vvho hath botli^ , 

fet and appfionted me thereunto, and given me ^ 

courage as a fortified tower, to^ stand as a mark, 
for the adversaries of SioQ^ to vent forth the ut^ 
most of their limifed fur;* 

And in the Lord my strength is my confidence ;u 
neither have X believed that ever I should distrust" 
Him, though ^ince the day that I have known him^ 
he bath even suffered the sorrows of de^th, and' 
the pangs of hell, and the powers of unutterable: 
ilarknessi at some times, to compass me in oor 
every side, and to lift up themselves in the vaunt*^ 
ing arroggncy of the swelling pride thereof, aa- 
mountains never to be removed. But Jbiobold He- 
who hath his way m ih^ whiiiwind, and Bis patb 
through the midst of the deepest ocean^ II im alone 
it was ibat my broken heart was, by the power of 
hia constraining love, resolved to follow for ever, 
even through the greatest difficulties, and the 
hardest straits, trials, and hardships^ with all man* 
ner of inward and outward sufferings, that might 
be permitted to happen unto, or fall uppn> any 
one of the children of mjB;n» 



tTFQ 01^ RTTMFKftBY SMITH. 18^ 

O that I could now sujffieiently declare hb 
^oodnesdy and so ftiUy and effectually make men* 
tien of his po^'er^ as it deservetb ; or as the Lol'd 
lath given into my heart to desire of him to be 

made use of, in the declaration or manifestation 
thereof, in this my day, unto the sons or chiUrea 
of men ! Surely when I am waiting of him, and 
of his unutterable goodness and power, my words 
and lines are atso short of setting forth the virtue 
and fulness of the most unexpressible, divine ex- 
» vcellency thereof, that sometimes I am rather ready 
to dwell in silence with and in the fulnes9 Aereof, 
which overcomes with unutterable- virtue, than to 
le writing of that which in itself can never be 
written, though what is written, may be by, a;nd 
with, and from the overflowings of the same ; and 
ISO be as drops or little streams of heavenly water^ 
to refresh the ttry and thirsty land, which therein 
doth its service ; and then the praise thereof is to 
return unto Him who is the alone fountain of ail 
virtue, atid the life vdiich giveth life, even unto the 
dead that h^ar his voice ; whereby He comes to be 
known to be Infinite in wisdom, power, and virtue; 
whom my soul doth honour, my heart dotfa praise, 
and my spirit adoreth for ev^; for none is lik^to 
Him, neither doth my soul desire any other but 
Him, whilst in this body^ or for evermore in the 
life which yet doth come« 
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Let all that know Him bow before him ; and 
let all that hear bin voice be j&umble and meek, 
and let eTeiy one that truly desires after him, 
wait with diligence and in patience upoii> Him; 
and let all that are faithfiil to him, rejoice in his 
love, and priafe him Air much ilroi% than the liberty 
of their bodies, of the' enjoyment of tbousands and 
Aousands of thousands of temporal, visible, earthly 
things ; all which are his, and He is ours ; yea He 
is certainly mine. and I am his, and my soul* doth 
magnify him, and my sjnrit doth yet breathe^ fur* 
Iher to sound forth hh praises, not only all the 
days of ray life, whilst in this earthly tabernacle i 
but likewise in the hearts of thousands of them yet 
Unborn, and- among the generations that are yet to 
tome, by my faithful, upright testimony, and die 
record thereof, which may remain^ when die God 
and Father pf my life hath gathered me, with the 
rest of his servants of old^ to lite with Him, in the 
delightsome ottwnf of the infinite fulness of his 
most desirable power, and precious presence ; the 
strea:mS ^faenebf already are as the free issuii^ 
forth of life eternal, and as the streams of merqy^ 
and the dews of ^ the morning, refreshing even the 
outmost borders of my dwelling, and comforting 
die mournful places of my habitation. 

"Who can express Vis goodness ! What tsAn <fsrti 
ntter his bounty! or how can mail either in 
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^(mb or with peli, suffici^ently signify fortb^ thb 
ftthiess and virtut^ ^f that M'hrch passeth ktioW- 
ledge ! Behold my dwellitig in ia it, and my life 
b bound up with tlie innocenit lamte, who live in 
the feeling virtue of that, which In&ch super* 
-liboundeth 'the most pleasant and delightsome 
\vordsf that ever i^y tongue <^it utter, and yet those 
'that hear'lheni) liear the tHith, ih th^ ii4rich the 
' life doth statid ; imd fiiey that hear d»e truth; laekt 
-Him from whtnte the ltfe'doi&^€bme; which life 
• itself, in the powet and vittue of it, is the centre 
bf the upright the refuge of the iimocetit, and tisb 
thing itself mnto il^hich itself is drawing ^nd gsr- 
thering, that it-ma^ 4ye kiiiov^ii widiid; eveii to 
thoBe who iiave been iistray thfereflrom, that the 
' one-xfold, the one succour, ^^ OHe foe'd, the diHe 
shq^iherd, the one rejiigei the one spMt, tlie oHe 
-heart,' BSid the one mind, may foe known; and so 
the one Godyin Ahf& only one •^nity, worshipped, 
served, and prafeeij froih the pcfwei*, life, «nd vir- 
tue of the one SpiHt, which comes from the 5hly 
one God<f heaven mud earth; before whom let die 
heathen be astonished, -and ihe wngodly fear and 
tremble, and the brambles oftKt earth frepe^ jfbr 
the day of his riglUecms judg;mmts andfUty trid^- 
ne^n ; [with] which, as th^ breath ilf his nostrils, 
being fnixed with flames ofehdl^s burnings. Hie will 
jflead with his own open adversaries ; which skaUbe 
moPs fully manifest, in the great day of the Lwd, 
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vMen all memkini must give an account to Him, both 
of idle and wicked words; ' and Ukervise of their 
deeds done in the body. 

** The Lord God basten tbat day, and let Hi» 
eome, even Hhn Vfho cometh as a thief in the 
Bight, even the Lord Jesus Christy who said, ' T 
am the J'ruth,* the Spirit ^vhereof die world can*^ 
not receive, but we have known him, and received ' 

hiiDf and know that he is true, and have believed 
en bin, and have often drunk of the living water 
that springeth up uato life eternal, in those that 
truly bebeve. And this I say, for ever blessed are 
Aey diat believe and endure to the «nd ; for whom 
God's crown of life is^ prepared, and for all who 
give up their lives, and suffer faithfully for the 
honour of him, who hath so far honoured them^ 
as to account them worthy to bear their testimony 
and to suffer for him ; in the which, I say, the 1 

Xiord preserve my friends and brethren every •! 

where, who have tasted of God's loviiig kindness, 
and remain sensible at present of the meekness of, 
bis love. And let all Friends so dwell in the faith 
which is the gift of God over the world, as to live 
thereby, and not to lose the crown of gl y 
and immortality, which was des»red from the 
breathings of the seed, in the days of Jacob's 
captivity. [. 
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And the Lord G od of my life^ preserve and defend 
the plants of righteousness^ even by his own power, 
.and his own Spirit, in that day, and ait that time, 
when all other helps may not be available; that 
Ihen the sufficiency of the greatness of his owa 
wisdom and strength, may be apparent ; and then, 
most happy shall those be^ w:ho ace found worthy 
to suffer and .^idure all manner of triab, cruelties, 
vand hardships, for Him and his name's sake ; and 
to live and reign, and enjoy his unutterable peace 
and rest, which 4s in himself, tveasured up as a 
full reward^ and much move than could have been 
expected, for the upriglit in /heart, who end their 
4ays in truAi, and finish their course in righteous* 
4[iess, and lay down their lives for his sake, to hxe 
^'idi ttim^vermose. 

'^ And this is that thou and others may hear frorft 
me, and know that I remain in the service of God, 
and in faithful long-sufferings for the gospel of his 
Son, as at this day, being the @tfa of the 7th month, 
i66% in the strait prison at Winchester, where 
1 am km^wn by this name, 

HUMPHHEY SMITH> 
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CHAPTER XV. 



LIFE OF JOHN JVDLAND. 



John AUDLAND has been already men- 
tioned in the life of John Camni; who was his 
intimate friend and frequent companion in gospel 
labour. John Audiand was born of respectable 
parents,, in the neighbourhood of his friend's resi* 
dence, not far from Kendal, about the year 16S0« 
"Whilst a child he was disposed to youthful amuse- 
ments; but- when about seventeen years of age, he 
became religiously inclined. He read the Holy 
Scriptures diligently, associating himself with the 
most religious people he could .find. Having a 
good understanding and^rejfintive memory,^ he be^ 
came, like ApoUos, '^ ,piig([fcty in the Scriptures ;" 
could discourse largely .of religion, and became an 
eminent teacher in a society which was separated 
from the national way of worship. But though a dis^ 
senter, he frequently attended the public places of 
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worship, where he often preached to the people^ 
and many ^flocked to hear hiiQ. 

This he pntotised before- iiejekied the Sociely 
called Quaker^s,. and the circiimstance is a confir* 
mation of a.Femarkria the pre^e^ing volume, :4ha( 
this practice was not unfrequent in those times, 
and takes, off much of the objection wh^h has 
been niade to pur Friends preaching in diose 
places, even after the minister had iinisfaed his ser- 
vice. And here I ^hall once for all r^mitrk, that 
1 find very few instances of our. Friends iutecj^t- 
ing the minister, while ^^ngaged jn^ preaching,, a 
pfactice which I think requires spm^thing very 
extiaordinary to justify it. Yetjremertiber.a few 
years ago a circumstance of this kind occurred, in 
a Popish congregafion in Ireland,, in whi<:h the 
conduct of the zealous opposer appeared to be 
generally admired ; nor do'.I recollect any cen- 
sure being passed >upon it by -the Protestant 
writers who noticed it. So'differently do we feel, 
according to pur different, ppiniops or interests, 

But to retnrn' from fl^is digression, .*J^hn Aud- 
land continued to minister among a particular class 
of dissenters, umil tKcr'inemorable meeting aJi 
Firbdnk Chape)> where he had preached, the 
day George Fox came there. After this meet- 
ing, George Fox went to John Audland's house. 
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And by thtf-lnstrumenlality of the ptiblic naiiiistry 
and private endeavours of that eminent and suc- 
cessfttt gospel Iaboufer> John Audland v^'as so fully 
convinced of the rectitude of the doctrines preach- 
ed, that hcVr as' did many others, laid aside their 
high professiony and joined in fellowship with % 
ife^piSed but simple-hearted people, rfniotig whom 
thej found that rest and jieacfe w^hteh the!r>douls had 
long^ouglit after. -He wasr now brought into estate 
of deep humiliation and self-abasement. " A greajt 
hunger and thirst/' to use the Wbrdis of Tho. Gamm^ 
^ the Lord having xaised in his heart and soul, 
for a Saviour, onie of a thousand^ th^t cOuld give 
a ransom for his soul, and redeem him from the 
pit of corrtfptidn ;' for he saw all his great profes- 
siony all bis. wisidom and knewledge,^ould not help 
him/' In ti& statie of mind he C9ntinufid_a.^^n- 
siderable timet hut tkeKiAOtf heard his hupible 
j[>rayer8, and brought his soul out of the depths 
into which it had beetl plunged, enabling him to 
rejoice with'the joy of salvation, and qualifying 
him for speaking a word in due season to the af- 
flicted traveller ZiOnward/ He soon became a 
public and able minister *^ the Lord anointing him 
to preach and publish redemption in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, anddeliyeratice to'tii'e cap-^ 
tive erile, in which work he was found faitllful^ 
being filled with power and might from on high, 
and girded with the strength of the Almighty/* 
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f 

At this time I suppose John Audland to have t 

been in the twenty-third year of his age. In his 
twenty-first year he had married Ann Newby, a 
virtuous and religious young woman of Kendal^ 
Who proved a true helpmeet to him in every re- 
spect. He now gave himself up to the service of 
the miuistry; and gr^at success attended his gospel 
labours. 

About the year 1654, he travelled southward with 
'several of his friends, who^ dividing themselvesywent 
into different parts, and met afterward in London. 
John Audland, accompanied by Thomas Airey, 
had been at Bristol in his way to the Meti^opolis^ 
and after spending some time in London, he re- 
turned to Bristol, accompanied by his particular 
friend, John Caniim^ In his first visit to this city, 
lie had hcM ocverul meetings with the Indepen- 
dents and Baptists, in their own ii»;etiitg-houoofl ; 
but he and his present companion now hetd many 
meetings in more public places. The success of 
their labours is already noticed in the life of John 
Camm. John Audlapd being in the vigour of 
youth, and zealous to promote the good cause 
which he had espoused, exerted himself very much 
in the large meetings which were held in the open 
air, in Bristol and its neighbourhood. By this, 
together with the bodily sufferings he underwent 
from the abuse of the rabble and the persecution 
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of the magistrates^ it appears likely that a founda- 
tion was laid for that pulmonary disorder which 
terminated his life about nine years after* 

l^especting one of these meetings at Bristol^ 
AVilliam Sewel gives this account : ^' In a meet- 
ing which he once had in a field without Bris- 
toly after John Camm had left, off speakings tie 
stood up with an awful and shining countenance, 
and lifting up his voice as a trnmpet> he said : * I 
proclaim a spiritual war with the inhabitants of 
the earthy who are in the fall and separation from 
God, and! prophesy to the four winds of heaven/ 
Thu9 l^e went on with mighty power, exhorting 
to repentance, and spoke with such a piercing 
-^uthority^ that some of the auditory fell on the 
ground, and cried out under the sense of their 
transgression^.'' 

Charles Marshall, who calls John Audland '^his. 
father in Christ Jesus," gives a similar account of 
this meeting, and adds : *^ Indeed it was a notable 
Hay. worthy to be left on record, that our children 
may read and teii lo %!««;•> olUMr^n. and theirs to 
another generation, that the worthy noble acts of 

the arm of God's salvation may be remembered,*' 

After his return from this, jonrney, he was en-^ 
gaged in religious visits to other places. In tlie 

. K 4 



l1 



5200 XIFE OT JOHN AUDLANB. 

jear 1656, his beloved friend and fellow-labouref^ 
John Cammi was removed from him by deatb. 
This loss waa closely felt by John Audland; It 
was, however, ~in some measure supplied by his- 
friend^s son^ Thomas Camm, who afterwards be-^ 
came Audland's frequent companion in his gospel 
labours, which he continued as long as hia bodiljr 
health permitted.. 

When his health began materially to decline,, 
does not clearly appear. In the year 1663, he* 
became confined by indisposition^ during whichr 
time be often said : '^ Ah !. those great meetings ia 
the orchard at Bristol, I may not forget ! I would 
80 gladly have spread my net over, all, and have 
gathered all, thai I forgot myself ; never consider- 
ing the inability, of my body.. But it's well ;. jny 
reward is with me, and I am content to give up- 
and be with the Lord ; fon that my soul values- 
above all thing9»'^^ 

In the course of his illness fie had a dream, or 
vision, respecting two of his friends^ndiclh^^**^ 
laboutersi^ ^***' w^»w4s-af-ctie^lnrmstry. As it con- 
tains some instructive matter, I shall give the 
substance of it as related by his widow. '^ He saw 
a very large mine, where there was very mucb 
precious ore to -be digged out, but with great and> 
bard labour. And the hotd and Master had called: 
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Kim with many more to labour in this mine^ in or- 
der to work and dig out this good and precious 
ore; and he who was most diligent in labour^ was- 
to be most liberally rewarded. Now the com- 
mand was, that they might work in every part o£ 
the mine, but must all gather to one place and to 
one heap ; and the work prospered aod^ became 
exceedingly great to the glory of the Lord,- and 
their joy and comfort who were found diligent. 
In process of time he looked behind him upoa 
others that were labouring, and amongst theiti be- 
held two, who had been* ancient labour^'s, to be- 
gin to slack, and would but work- where it was 
most easy, in llieir own time, and by thrir own 
appointment ; not regarding, the command of their 
tord; and not only dO, but when they found a' 
piece of ore more rich and goodly than some 
other, whether it was of their own digging or not, 
they did gather it to another private heap of their 
own for themselves, to their own benefit^ and ttof^ 
the Lord's. 

" On seeing this, he cried out in the grief and 
bitterness of his exercise, to see such disobey the 
Lord s command, * Ah, Lord ! it was thy command 
that we should all work at thy appointment^ and 
gather to one heap; and for a time it wall so, and 
thy heap increased and thy work prospered; bat 
iiow there are two that have began to gather to 
their own heap, and not to thee.*' The exercise 
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of mind he was now under awoke him, and In^ 
Avife finding him much affected, he informed her 
the cause, and told her he believed the thing would 
come to pass, M'hich it accordingly did in the 
course of a few years. 
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His hectic fever increasing upon him, with 
loss of sleep and other symptoms, which indicated ' ^ 

his approaching dissolution, he was often visited ' 
by his friends and neighbours, by whom be wa» 
much beloved. In these visits his mouth was fre-* * 
quently opened in religious communications, to 
the great refreshment of his friends ; and often^ ' 
whilst in bed, would he raise himself on his knees^ 
and fervently pray for them, and that" the Lord 
would prosper his work, in this and surrounding 
nations. 

In this state of mind he continued to the end, 
saying, That there was nothing for which he de- 
sired to live, except the comfortable enjoyiient of 
his friends, in the fellowship of the life of truth ; 
and that he might be a comfort to his beloved 
wife. Her situation was at this time particularly 
trying, being delivered of a sou about ten days af- 
ter her husbaud's decease. But, though closely 
attached to each other, resignation to the Diving 
, will, appears in a remarkable manner to have been 
attained by Uiem both. To God he often recom- 
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mended his dear wife and child, encouraging lier 
to give him up to the will of the Almighty, 
" whose," said he, " I am;, being made acceptable 
in his beloved Son,'* 

Thus did this faithful labourer in the Lord^a 
vineyard, terminate his short but devoted life, on 
the 24lh of the 1st month, l663. He was in- 
terred the day following at Birkiigg Park, where 
the remains of his friend John Cam'm had beeU 
deposited about six years before. 

John Audland did not publish much from the 
press. His printed works, except two or three 
controvei sial pieces, consist of JJpistles to his 
Friends, for whom lie possessed much lo^e ; and 
there is reason to believe he was no less beloved 
by them. He appears indeed by various accounts 
to have been of a very amiable .disposition and a 
comely person. He was also a man of good na- 
tural, abilities, of a noble sj^-rit, and an humble 
heart. These accomplishments being unite<) with 
much religious knowledge and experience, ren- 
dered his company pleasing and instructing. In 
his ministerial communications he was< large and* 
affecting, having a word in season to all condition^^^ 
While Jie possessed great respect and esteem for 
those who w^ere in Christ before him, he enter- 
tained much tenderness to such as were young in 
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tfie ministry^ being mlways ready to encourage ancEt 
give place to them. In short, he was abundantly 
furnished both with natural and spiritual giftsy 
which he exercised to the praise and glory of Him- 
who gave them.. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



MIFE OF WILLIAM CJTOm 



IT is not easy exactly to ascertain either the 
place or the time of William Caton's birth, but 
I suppose He was bora somewtlere in Lanca* 
shire, and about the year 1636. His parents a p-* 
pear to have been carefur in his education, both 
with regard to religion and learning; and he being 
a* child seriously disposed and of good- abilities^- 
their care respecting him was not in vain. When 
he was about fourteen*years of age» Itis fsrtheiv took- 
him to Judge FeU's^ at Swarthmore Hall, to be 
educated with bis £on, by a priest who M^as related 
to the Catons. Here William became the com- 
panion of the judge's son^ both in his studies and 
amusements. To be. placed in so respectable and 
valuable a fiamily, produced feelings of gratitude 
td Divine Providence for so great a favour ; and: 
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bis mind being frequently brougbt under religious 
considerations and impressions, he was often en- 
gaged in secret supplications to the Divine Being; 
and the worldly enjoyments and pleasures of which 
be partook, became as matters of inferior im* 
portancc. 

After some time of private instruction, William 
Caton went with the son of Judge Fell to a'school 
at Ilawksliead. While at this school he met with 
niany temptations, and much unprofitable com* 
pany. 1 he lads did not continue long here, but 
soou returned to Swarthmore. In both these 
situations Caton was often humbled under a sense 
of Divine love and mercy to his soul ; though at 
times uudier close conviction for sin and disobedi- 
ence. He was now about fifteen years of age ; 
aiid it being much the practice in the judge's fa- 
mily to repeat the sermons which tliey had heard,, 
ami to paraphrase upon them, he endeavoured to.> 
accomplish himself thi^ way, but without the satis- 
faction which his- soul desired. 

f 

While matters stood thus, George Fox paid his 
first visit to Judge^ Feirs. This. was in the year 
1652. W^illiam Caton ^was at first disgusted with 
George Fox's nonK^omjJianee.with customs and . 
salutations, to which he had -been used. There 
was, however, ^ secret something which attractisd . 
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his ihinii to this minister of the gospel, and to the 
testimony which he bore to the l^ght of Clirist in 
the heart. He therefore was, with the rest of the 
family, except the judge, Mho was not*at home, 
so effectually reached by the ministry of George 
Fox, as to be convinced of the truth of the doc- 
trine which he taught. 

Tlie witness for God in his conscience being 
thus awakened, he became humbled under a sen.se 
of his sins ; but the evil nature was not yet fully 
subjected, and he underwent many close conflicts 
before he experienced' his mind settlecl in peace. 
During this time of exercise, his friend Margaret 
Fell, the judge'^ wife, took iiotice of him^ and'em- ; 
ployed him at home to teach her younger ^children), 
Mhich preserved him from many unpleasant cir-, 
cumstances that he might have met with at school. 
She also made him her amanuensis, ' and took him 
with her into the company of her friends^ by which 
be was much edified, and his mind increasingly, 
drawn into love and unity with those^ to whom, 
she had then attached herself. 

He was now seventeen years of age, and having" 
undergone those dispensations, which may be com- 
pared to the fire, the sword, and the hammer, ,he 
was afterwards introduced into a state of spiritual 
enjoyment, under which he could say : " Oh the 
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preciousoess aod excellency of that day ! Oh ! th^' 
glory aud the blessedness of that day ! How should 
I demonstrate it ; or hy what means should I ex* 
plain it, ttat generations to come migKt under- 
stand it, and give praise to the Lord Jehovah ]^^ 

William Caton, who wrote an* accoQnt of hiff^ | 

own life, enlarges much on the benefits and en- 
joyments of which he partook whilst in this excel- 
lent family at Swartbmore, which was then and 
for many years afterwards much distinguished for itr^ 
hospitality and for its general reception of the mem- 
bers of the new society. Caton says that Friends- 
ffom five or six counties would frequently be there 
at the same time; and George Fox frequently re- 
sorting there during the years W62 and 1653, 
Caton had many opportunities of paHaking* of his 
instructive society ;;^ from which he received mucit- 
religious benefit; George Fox treating him with 
imich fatherly attention and kindness ; Margaret Fell, 
as already noticed, was also very attentive to him^ 
and acted' the pait of a mother in every respect. 

These great adi^antages were not lost upon tliis 
young man's improveable mind. He grew in ihat- 
grace and saving, knowledge of our Lord Jesus- 
Christy to which it was the peculiar care of the- 
ministers of this society to turn the attention of 
iBose among, whom they ministered. He not onlv 



LIFE OP WILLIAM CATON. 20^ 

"experienced the work of his owb soul's salvation 
to go forward 5^ but feeling the love of God shed 
^ abroad in his heart, and a zeat for the cause of 
truth and righteousness, he became constrained 
under these feelings some times to attend* the public 
places of worsBip> and " to declare," as he him- 
self expresses i^ *' against the deceit of the priests 
and the sins of the people ; and to warn all to re- 
pent. He now subjected himself to much bodily 
suffering ; but this was little to him in comparison 
of the inward enjpyments of which he partook ; 
so that bis experience was tike that which the holy 
apostle mentions:: '^ As our sufferings abound in 
Christ, so. also doth our consolation abound by 
ChristJ' 

William Caton continued at Swarthmore till 
the 11 th month, 1654, when, though only in the 
nineteenth year of his age, Ke became concerned 
to visit his friends in- some of the southern parts 
of the nation. His separation from the family 
where he had so long and 80jCom£ai=tia»ljrTeSi<aedi 
WM^ cluserrral to their mutual friendship; but 
the consideration of the good cause in which he 
was about to engage, reconciled their minds to the 
trying separation; and they parted from each other 
in the sense of much lave and unity^ 

Leaving Swarthmore, he passed through Lanca^ 
skire^ Yorkshire; and Perbyshire to Badgley or 
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Badesley, in the county of Warwick. Here he 
met with a considerable number of bis bretfaren, 
from whom be received much encouragement. 
He proceeded thence to WelUugborough in Nortb- 
amptonihire^ wheYe he found many who bad been 
convinced of the same docrines which he had enk- 
braced, and they were much refreshed together. 

While at Wellingborough he was imprisoned a 
single night, and the next day released. He next 
travelled to Cambiidge, where he had a good op* 
portunity to visit his friends; after which he pro- 
ceeded to Norwich. It was now the depth of 
winter, and he and his companion travelling oa 
foot, they had many difficulties to encounter in 
their journey. At Norwich they found several 
north country Friends in prison, whom^ he say8> 

*^ we visited, and with whom we were sweetly 
refreshed." 

After some public service in tliis city, he pro- 
ceeded towaiOs l,«on<lon, wb#kre he was cordially 
leteived % his friends ; and in a little time several 
other Friends from the north came there. At one time 
there were ten or twelve ministers in the city, "most 
of us,*' to use his own words, " came out of the 
Korth^even plain, honest, upright men, such as the 
Lord was pleased to make use of in thai day ; and 
very diligent we were in his work night and day,. 
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labouring faithfully, as much as in us lay, to exalt 
his name over all, and make his truth and salva- 
tion known even unto all." 

. During his stay in London he met with John 
Stubbsy with whom, after finislunghis service ia 
ihe city, he travelled into Kent. In this county 
they had much religious service ; and Luke Howard^ 
of Dover, and Samuel Fisher, of Lydd, \vm^ 
among the fruits of their gospel labours ; these two * 
useful members of the society being convinced by 
the means of their ministry. Between Dover and 
X'ydd they visited Folkstone, Hide, and RomneyT' 
in all which places they met with considerable suc- 
cess, though sometimes it was attended with much 
bodily suffering. From Lydd they went to Ash- 
ford, Tenterden, Cranbrook, and Staplehurst. At 
the two last places they paet with a people who 
were ready to receive their testimony; and, to use 
Caton's own words, ** several large ^ and precious 
meetings we had among them ^ nml tW powAr and 

presence of the Lord was much with us, in which 
we rejoiced together, freely distributing the Word 
of Life unto them, which at that time dwelt richly 
and plenteously in our hearts.'* At these places 
the people pressed them to take some money, which 
they found some difficulty in refusing to accept. 

These appear fo have been the first Friends who 
visited Kent, and established meetings in that 



I 



21^ LlfE OF VIliriAM CATOlf. 



county. On- their return to^^rds London^ tliey 
came to Maidstone, wbere tBey underw«it some 
cruel persecution. They were Eere on the firsts 
day of the week ; and John Stabb» went to the' 
public place of worship^ and William Caton to tfaSe 
meeting of the Independents. John Was sent thaft 
day to the house of correction^ and- William tb^* 
day following. After being plundered of ihexoi^ J| 

tents of their pockets> they were stripped/' anS- 
their necks and arms put into the «tocks» - When- 
released from this Situation^ they were put in iron's 
or great logs of wood, and then required to work> 
This they refused, having broken no law, and they 
were kept several days with the allowance of only 
a litde water. Some w^men, and even the ma}^ 
factors, would haw gWen thenf some provisions^ 
but tbey declined acc^ting. their kkidnessi Aftef 
^ few days; ihe report of this cruel treatment 
spread into the town, and the magistri»*«» W««fcm<r 
8Q.a»hninod|-riigt~diey restored some of the pro« 
perty taken from them, and conveyed them out of 
the town in diferent cKrections^ neither of them 
knowing where the other was gone. They, how*' . 
ever,, soon met in London, and found their minds 
^lYgagcd to return to the place where they had 
been so cruelly treateda This was no small trial 
of their faith and obedience; but being resigned 
to the service, they went again into Kent, and to 
Maidstone, where however thev met with no ma^ 
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Serial opposition ; but afterwards paised hy Caa** 
terbi^ry apd Sandwich to Dovec^ 

^tiile WiHiam Caton was at Dover, "be found 
.Jiis mind engaged to pass over to Calais. This 
was in the 4th manth^ 1655. On his arrival at 
this town, he found its inhabitants gceatly-^unk in 

-superstition and idolatry. Hiis was very distressing 
tp'fais feeling mind; and not being able to^speak 
Fr^nehy he could not easily reliave himself of the 
burden which he was under; but, after being there a 
little time, during whidh he generally resided in a 
ship/Some of the most respectable inhabitants, hear- 

. ing of him, sent to the vessel, and had him conveyed 
to a house, where many of the principal people 
were gathered together, and a Scotch nobleman 

..being incompauy, he acted as interpreter. " I 
had," jsays William CatoB, " a very gallant qppor- 
timity to declare the truth among them ; and pre- 

. xious dominion the Lord was pleased to give me 
iDver their vain, ligh^ frod>y niinds aiid spirits." \ 

*Soo& after diis opportunity, lie felt himself at 
liberty .to return to Dover, where he found bis 
companion Jdhn Stubbs, who inclining to go to 
Holland, William Caton was diposed to accom* 
pany him. They went by Gravesend and Cot 
Chester to Yarmouth. Here they waited about 
three weeks for a passage, and when they were 
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taken into the vessel in which they expected to be 
conveyed, the maBter finding who and what they 
were, sent them again to land. After this disap-^ 
pointnient they went to Sunderland, from which 
}5tace William Caton went to visit his friends at 
Swarthmore, by whose society he was, as fisual^ 
much refreshed. 

After he had spent some time at this hospitable 
mansion, he went to Shields, whence he and John 
Stubbs sailed in a vessel for Flushing in Zealand : 
where and at Middleburgh they had some religious 
service, attended also with some bodily suffering. 
They did not stay 16ng here, but took shipping for 
Rotterdam, where their service was much limited 
by not being able to speak the language of the 
country, and not having a faithful interpreter. 
They were the first Friends who visited this city 
and country ; but after tliey haVl relieved .their 
minds here, they again took shipping for Zealand, 
and thence for England. After a stormy passage, 
they landed at Hartlepool, whence William Caton 
went through the county of Durham, &c. to his 
home at Swarthmore. 

, He did not continue long out of service, but 
soon left Swarthmore to visit some parts of Scot- 
land, his friend John Stubbs again joining him. 
It was in the beginning of the J 0th nionth, np vir 
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the l€tb, that they entered this country by Berwick, 
where William Caton was put out of the town; but 
afterwards returned. After some religious service 
here, they proceeded to Edinburgh^ where they 
separated in much love. William Caton continued 
in Ediftburgh several weeks, having good service 
there, accompanied by a Friend of the name of John 
Slee, who joined him after the departure of his 
former companion. From Edinburgh he travelled 
to Stirling, Glasgow, and Douglas, in which places 
he had opportunities of exercising his ministerial 
gift with some success, and with relief to his own 
mind. From Douglas he travelled towards Eng- 
land, and again reached Swarthmore before the 
expiration of the year 1655, according to the Old 
Style* 

This was certainly a year very closely occupied 
by William Caton. His first departure from 
Swarthmore was, as is already noticed, in the 1 1th 
month, 1654-5; and we now see how much he 
had travelled and laboured in the work of the gos- 
pel, before the commencement of the year 1656, 
and all this before he was twenty years of age. 
My. readers' reflections will, I apprehend, super- 
sede the necessity of any remarks from me on so 
extraordinary a circumstance. 

About the middle of the 1st month, \Qcib'Qy he 
left Swarthmore again on a religious visit into 
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Lancashire! Cheshire^ and Staffordflhire, in wliicfa 
couDties he aod his compaaion, Witliam Simpsoa, 
had good service; though not wkbout some bodiljr 
suftehogs. At CoDgerton Uiey were imprisoned a 
few days, and then released. William Catoo^ 
about this time, attended a large. general meetings 
in Leicestershire^ where he met with. his much* 
valued frieod George Fox, whose company as well 
as the meetings, tended ^reatlj to his comfort and 
satisfaction. 

In the 3d month, IS''^, he again left Swartk- 
more for Scotland ; anu on his return ftom that 
country, he travelled into the south-west parts of 
England, accompanied by Walter Clements. At 
Bristol they were more than a little refreshed wilh 
Friends, and with seeing how the truth prospered 
among them/' Proceeding into Cornwall, he vi- 
sited George Fox and some other Fhends; who 
were prisoners in Launceston jail, ** where/' says 
Caton, ''my refreshment was so much^ diat my. 
cup was made to overflow*'^ 

His companion, it seems, had parted from him 
at Bristol, to which city he now returned through 
Devonshire. At Totness he was apprehended^ 
and sent by a pass from one place to another. 
Being known to be a Quaker, and not a pauper, 
people were attracted by the circumstance to the 
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^ places where be vms, which affordeid him^miKr 
ig^ opportunities of preaching, and spreading among 
jl, ^'Uie people the doctrines which he taught. . 
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Coming to Bristol, he found Francis Howgill, 
John Audlandy ^nd several other of his brethren 
jL there from distant parts, bj whose society he was 
a much comforted. He now travelled towards 
Kent, wbere he visited those in particular, among 
whom he had successfnll^ laboured, when in that 
—county before. Here J shall transcribe from his 
own account, the stat^ of his mind at this time : 
** Many precious and large meetings I had in the 
county; and the Lord was very much with me, 
who furnished me plentifully with his word and 
power, insomuch that I stood admiring at sundry 
Umes from whence I had that fulness. And it 
was not by me only, but by many more, who 
locking with the eye of reason on my earthly 
tabernacle, could not expect any great thing from 
me, being then but about twenty years of age. Yet 
plenty of heavenly things the L^ ^ ^'as pleased to 
open in tnt and through me, to the end that I 
might communicate the^ same to the multitude ; 
which sometimes being very great, I was ready to 
say within myself, where shall Iiiave wherewithal 
to satisfy all these? When. I looked at my own 
weakness and insufficiency as of myself, I was 
ready to faint; but when I looked olily at the 

L 
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Jj/^r&, and jHit my confidence ^tirely in Himy^X woim^ 
strong and couca^ews. For the Lord showed me 
by his et^al light, on a time ."^en I was be* 
moaning mj own weakness, and groaning under^a 

• sense of the weight of the burden of the service 
^nd work of ifae Lord, saying or thinking Avi thin 

myself, Oh! such and such are so and^o fitted and 
furnished, that tiiey need not care what service 

r^ey are called uato,i^ut as for me, I am so sim- 
ple, ^i am 4BO weak, and I never have any thing 
be£9ire hand, neither do sdn-ce ever know when, I 

.^go into a jdiieeting of several hundreds, what 'f 

• Aallsay, or whelber any thing or nothing; yea, 
when I was full of these and sucl| like reasonings^ 
the Lord showed me, how they that had mueji . 
had nothing over, and ^ey that had little had no 

Jack, ev6n ds it was with the Israelites of old." 

£nte|:iQg meetings in this humble, dependeat 
state of mind, he further. observes:. '^ The Lord 
hath beenpleased togii^ me his wdrd so pleoti£u///, 
that through Him I was enabled to speak two^ 
.three, yea ^^sometimes four hours in a meetiiig, 
with little or jQO intermission; and -often it hatk 
been with me, that as I.kncw not befoi« the meet- i 
iug what I should speak in the meeting, ^neither 
.could I well remembj^r after the meetiiig what. I 
had spojcen in it. Now these things I rehearse 
not for' my own praise, but do say, Not unto 
me, not unto me, that have nothing but what I 



liav^ rec«ived*be dRpraiseil^ut unto the Lord al^e 
^ha is the giver of every good aod perfect gift.'' 

William Cafton contiDued visidng his frjends in 
England, Scotland, and ^Holland, .jdl|. the year 
1662, when he was married at Amsterdam 
to Anneken Dirrioks. Hi9 marriage, hovi'ever, 
did not much interrupt his religious service, 
fbr^ in less than three months after it^ accom- 
plishment, he waa engaged to" go to England 
on a religious visit ; and a few months after his 
return to Holland, kit went again into England^ 
taking his wife with him: When' they had been 
sometimie. together in this country, she returned 
to Holland, and he travelled northward, attend- 
ing meetings m his way from London to Swarth^r 
more; where, after visiting J'Viends in the neigh-" 
bouring counties, he returned, and paid his last^ 
visit. George Fox being there, his company 
added to the pleasure and profit, which that seat 
of christian beneficence had always afforded him« 
He took his leave of them ^* in the fuJnes of en- 
deared love, and much brokenness of heart ;" and 
travelled through the county of Durham to Sun- 
derland, where not meeting with a vessel ready t^ 
sail for Holland, and inclining to visit Friends in* 
some other places, he went by Sholten, Stockton, 
and Whitby, to Scarbrough, where, after visitiiij^ 
Friends, he took ship|)ing for Holland, The voyage 
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proved v^ry tempestuous, and fhe ship'Ieaky* At 
length diey put into Yarmouth Roads, and while 
detained there, William Caton Mrett on shore to 
visit his. friends. Bein^ there on the first day €>f 
the week, lie attended a meeting, where he, with 
several others under similar circumstances, wec« 
apprehended and sent to prison, in which, they were 
confined six months, because they would not take 
an oath. They were committed on the 4th of 8tb 
months 1663, and liberated on the 32d of ^d montb«, 
1664. 

Here ends William Caton's own account of hin^ 
self; and I find nothing further of consequence 
recorded of him till his des^h in tie lOth month 
of the following year, 1663. He was the author 
of several publications, among which is an Abridge 
fnent of the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebiuji 
PamphiKus. William Sewel, who was personalfy 
acquainted with Caton, says of liim : "' He was a 
man not only of literature and zealous for religion, 
but of a courteous and affable temper and con- 
versation, by which he was hi good esteem among 
those he was acquainted with.** He appears in- 
iieed to have been a man of great worth ; and his 
removal would, no doubt, be much felt by his 
friends. ^But there is great reason to believe that 
fte was one of those who could say, with a holy 
apostlc). " To> me to live is Christ, and to die h 
gam. 
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JiX the preceding Memoir, the conversion of 
Samuel Fibber to the principles of llie Quaiker^^ id 
noticed as the effect of the ministry of Willii^ 
Catou and John Stubbs. The time and place qf 
his birth I have not been able to ascertain. He 
\v&s educated at one of the universities, and entej ing. 
into holy orders, as they are called, he drst became 
chaplain to some person of quality, and afterwards 
>vas made priest of Lydd in Kent, a living at that^ 
time worth about two hundred pound3 per annum. 
While in this situation, he was requested by 
tiie master of Luke Howard, an apprentice to a 
shoemaker at Dover, to converse with the young- 
man respecting a scruple which he ' entertained 
about the singing of David's Psalms in plades of 
public worship. Howard. explained the reasons 6f^ 
his uneasiness with that practice In such a manner, 
that Fisher, rather than Howard, was altered ift' 
opinion on the subject. ' i. 

The argitments used'on thii occasion were tfieae, 
that God is a Spirit, and must be worshipped in 
:»pirit and in truth; but th;^t it vvai» contrary to 

h 3 



222 LiVE OF SAMUEL FISHEB. 

truth for a proud man to sing, he was not pitfTecI 
up in mind, that he had no scornful eye, and diet 
not exQipise himself in things too liigh for hii^* 
Further, U^ sillg, rivers of tears run down my eyes, 

because other men keep not Ay law, whan those 
who thus singy never knew true repentance for 
their own sins, was such a violation of common 
morality, as true religion eould. not sanction.. 

By fins conversation) Fisher, who had already 
entertained some dissatisfactipn with various mat^ 
ters connected with his present employment, grew 
more uneasy with it. Preaching for hire, and the 
baptism of infuuts, became a burden to his tender, 
feeling mind ; and so great was his dedication to 
that which appeared to be his religious duty, that 
he voluntarily resigned his lucrative situation, took 
u farm for. die support of his family, and joined 
bimself in society witli the Baptists, by whom he 
was highly esteemed; and he became a. ministei^ 
among them. 

When Caton and Stubbs went into those parts^. 
Fisher hospitably entertained them in his house; 

' and their gospel labourssmade some impression 
on his mind, though he did not then acknowledge 
it. After leaving Lydd, and visiting some places 
thereabout, they returned thither again, when they 
found thein former labours had been blessed, and 

. "many persons were now ready to join them.. Geoi^e 
Hammond, Jbowever; a Baptist preacher;,. publicly 
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fireaehed agaiast them; ^hieb^gave Samuel Fisher 
so much uneasiness, that be stood up in the same 
meeting, and said to^ Hammond: *^ Dear Brother,, 
you are very near and dear to me, btft the truth is 
nearer and dearev. Thi» is the everlasting truth 
and gospel." This \i'as very tr}ing to Hammond; 
and, with a mixture of anger and sorrow, he ex- 
claimed: "Our brother Fisher is atso bewitched.'' 
Fisher made no reply^ but attaching liimself still 
more closely to Caton and" Stubbs, he joined the 
Teligious society to which, they belonged. Thi». 
was in the year 1^65^ 

In the following year Cromwell conveneJ the 
parliament, which met on the i7th of the 7tb 
month, in. the Painted Chamber, Whitehall. Fisher 
bad been under a grea^ exercise for several days, 
from an apprehension of duty to go there at that 
time, and to deliver what he considered a message 
from the Lord to the Protector and Parliament. 
After much secret eonfiict of spirit, he resigned 
himself to this duty, and went to the Painted 
Chamber at the time appointed'. The Protector 
made a long speech, in the course of which he 
said, he knew not of one man that suffered im* 
prisonment unjustly in England. As soon as 
Cromwell had finished bis speech, Fisher attempter! 
to deliver what was upon his jjuind ; but he had 
proceeded a very little in his intended speech, be- 
fore he was interrupted with the cry of, " A 
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Quater^ a Quaker; keep him dowoi he shall nafi 
speak.*' He however proceeded as long as be 
possibly could, and believed the Protector and 
Parliam^t men would have .heard him, ha4 not 
other»violentIy opposed and previented his speaking. 

Being thus prevented from verbally commimi- 
eating that which was upon his mind^ he comniitteA 
it to writing and published it* Tlie following, 
quotation will show the very low opinion he en*^ 
tertained of the then ruliag party in the nation^ 
and the plainness of speech with which he deli- 
vered his message, or rather the message of the 
Juord, to them^ 

After some introductory words j he expresses^ 
himself thus : " Ye are a seed of evil doers, suitlr 
the Lord; an hypocritical generation, a people 
whose heart is not right, and whose spirit is not 
steadfast with the Lord; Ye have made manj 
shows of seeking my fac«, but ye have not fouD(t 
it, because ye have not sought it in sincerity. Ye 
have talked much of turning unto me, but ye have ' 
never done it yet with all your hearts; but feign- 
edlv, saith the Lord^ Ye have seemed much to- 
inquire after me in your long prayers, as if ye did 
delight to know my ways; but my ways, which are 
ways of purity, |^ace, and pleasantness, though 
grievous to the wicked, ye yet know not, so well 
as ye might do, did ye stand in my counsel; and 
80 far forth as ye do know of them; ye have no> 
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Mi^t to walk in tbexn^ so strait and rugged are 
tbey to that nature vi'htcli ye yet reniaki in. Ye 
call oiit to me after light, as if ye were very de* 
sirous to be enlightened; but ye are haters of 
my light and my life^ saith the Lord^ even the light 
in the cossciente which I have placed in every 
one of you. This ye^ come not closely to, lest 
ye should be reproved by it, but love darkneav 
more than it^ because your deeds are eviL 

'f Ye have fosted often and hung down your 
lieads like a bulrush for a day; but ye have never 
yet fasted unto me, saith the Lord. You find 
your own pleasure still; the bands of wickedness 
are not loosed ; yo» are captivated still in the cords 
iof your own sins; neither have you, in the midst 
iof all yow abstinence, abstained yet from the 
fleshly luste which war against your souls; but are 
as proud as ever, as pompous and vain as ever, as 
luxurious aod wanton ; as covetous and eartbly- 
uiinded ; as self-seeking ; as time-serving ; as nieu- 
pleasing ;. as oppressing and unrighteous as before. 
Ye have often fasted for, but never fully from, 
your iniquities to this day, saith the Lord.. Ye 
would be counted professors, yea promoters of 
religion, but are indeed persecutors of the very life' 
and power, and of that people that do believe in 
the life and power of that same religion, which iu 
form and words ye have long professed." 
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After a^ long remoBsMUce of thi» kind, and lay-* 
ing before Olirer and bis Pa? Uametit the great 
hiconsiatency of tlieir conduct, with' the spirit of' 
Christianity ; and predicting their disgrace- and 
downfally he concludes thu»: *^ Whitit shatt one 
thea answer the mess^qgers of dM» nations? Eveir 
tbisi that the Lor^ bi^lb: founded Zion, and the 
poor of his people have betake iheihseWes uuf^ 
it. But all kuuriousy wanton^ and covetoui- 
worldlings, all formal profonnrs and dissembling 
bypoofites, painted sepulchres and vrlnted wrils; 
base backsliders, and filthy likrs, hireling priests- 
and fawning prophets, and ail proud oppressorr 
and wicked epposers, and persecutors of Christ iBf 
bis people, can hav^ no share in it ; but are shut 
out into the lake, and gone ^ down for ever with.- 
the uncifcumci|»ed into the pit, which bath shut 
her SDOuth upoa theni there, world without end^' 
to be confounded." 

Thus plainly did our early Friends deal with 
^ that " hypocritical generation," who under pi^ 

tensions of promoting liberty, both civil and reVv- 
gious, hud proved more cruel persecutors than 
tliose who had goue before ihein, and many of 
.thein beca:ne so darkened in their understaiuiings, 
as even to plead for persecution and to pray 
against tlie spreading of a spirit of toleration. Ho 
wonder then that the iiidignatiou both of God and of 
good men was kindled against such a people as this. 
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The^4th of the jUi month was appointed a 
idajrior a public fast and hamiliation ; and Fisher 
iigain attempted to relieve his exercised mind in a 
puUic, manner. For this fOKpose he attended the 
^^rish vrordiip4iou8e called St. Majcgajret's^ in 
Westminster. This was the place where the mem- 
t.bers of parliament, were^ to attend. After two of 
--their ministers had finished their sermons. Fister 
attempted to relief^ his mind, but with no better 
-^success than before* He therefore had recourse 
to the fiame expedient, and jcomnvitted to writing 
^e ^bs^ance of what he -would have verbally 
communicated. Indeed it is. probable he ratber 
enlarged than contracted it ; as the piece consists 
x)f eight folio pages, and contains much ei^cellent 
advice as well as clojie remonstrance on various sub- 
jects relating to their public and private <:onduct. 

In the year 1659^ he accompanied Edward Bur- 
'Toiigh to Dunkirk, where they visited the Capuchin 
^nd other Friars; also the JesuitSi^ and had some 
disoourse with them on the subject of the Light of 
Christ ; and warned them of the day that would 
come^upon their idolatrous ways, worships, and 

works. They had also religious meetings with the 
English «oldiers and their officers ; Dunkirk being 
at that time in possession of the English. 1 hey 
were sent for on their landing iby Colonel AIsop, 
deputy-governor to Lockhart, and when Lockbart 
returned he also sent for them* To these persons 
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they explained the nature of their coooem, aod 
were civillj treated by them. 

Having performed their service at Dunkirk, 
they returned to England, and in the following 
year Samuel Fisher and John Stufobs went to 
Rome, where they entered into conversation with 
some of the cardinals, and testified against the 
Popish superstitions. They also distributed books, 
explanatory of their principles, among the friars, 
some of whom confessed to the truth of their doc- 
trine ; but said that if they should acknowledge 
this publicly^ they might expect to be burnt. 
Tisher and Stubbs, however, met with no inter* 
ruption or molestation. In the course of their 
journey they underwent many difficulties, travelling 
on foot over the Alps, and in the countries through 
which they had to pass ; but that Divine hand 
which led them forth, protected and delivered 
them ; and brought them safely back to their 
native land. 

After his return to England, Fisher m^s seldom 
out of prison for his religious conduct and prin- 
ciples. In the year 1661, he was arrested at a 
meeting in Westminster, and committed to the 
Gatehouse, where he w^s continued a prisoner for 
several months, in a small hole, without a chim- 
ney, dunng a cold season of the year. After his 
release from this imprisonment, he was appre- 
hended as he \^'as walking in the streets of LojidoDj 
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'md Mvith nine others was committed to Woodstreet 
Compter^ Where the accommodation was so small, 
that there was not room for all of them to lie 
down at once. Being taken before the magistrateis 
at Guildhall^ the oaths of allegiance and supremacy 
were tendered to him,* which of course refusing to 
take, he was committed to Newgate, * Miiere hq 
coqtinued sixteen weeks; - - 

' He could not have been long at liberty, before 
he Was 'again made a prisoner;- for I find that on 
the 21st of the 3d month, 1662, he was arrested 
in a private house, by a company of soMiers, who 
showed no cause for their violent conduct, not 
any warrant but their swords. After being hurried 
from place to place, he was at last brought before 
Kichard Brown, a man fatnoms, or rather infamous, 
for his violent persecuting spirit. ^ By him Fishei- 
was committed to Bridewell. The . next .day his 
mittimus was changed, and the charge on which 
he was committed was for unlawfully assembling 
to worship. After an -imprisonment of six weeks, 
he was brought uif^ to the sessions at the Old 
Bailey, where, instead of a legal trial on the sub- 
ject of his mittimus, the Oath was again adminis- 
tered to him, contrary to law, in his situation as a 
prisoner. He desired the law to be read that re- 
quired him to take the oath, which, though pro* 
niised^ was not done, but only the form of the 
oath was read to him. Even whejj this was done, 

M 



tune w^ not aflbidid for him to give areply» but" 
the magUtratea immediately ofdere^ bim to. be 
taken way, a command whick the officers executed- 
with that violence which they knew would be ao* 
ceptable tp their superiora. On leaving the co«r^ 
Samuel Fisher addreaaed it with theae few enn^ 
j>hatic words : '* If atilbh doinga aa theae ever« proa»- 
per, it muat be when there ia no God."~ 

He was now committed to Newgate, where be* 
continued a prisoner about twelve montha, many 
of bis friends being in confinement there at the- 
same time. This dear Friend^ might, indeed sayi 
with the apostle, ** In every place, bonds and af- 
flictions abide raeJ' Before the ex juration of the 
year 1663, a great part of which must have elapsed 
previous to his liberation from Newgate, be was ' 
dgain arrested and committed to prison. Whiles 
attending a meeting at Cfaarlewodd^ in Surry, he 
was taken and committed to the White Lion Jail 
in Southvtark. Here he continued a prisoner tiW 
the time of his death, whichtook place on the last 
day of the 6th months 1665. Concerning his de- 
cease I find no particulars, except that Sewel 
says he ** died piously." 

Samuel Fisher not only laboured and suffered 
greatly, bi|t also wrote much. Hia works are 
published in a folio volume containing nearly 1000^ 
pagf8> of which his ^ Rusticua ad AGademiCOS;:or: 
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dte Rustick'i Alarm lo th« Rabbies.^ Gonsuts 6C 
aboat 750* It is a reply lo the aspersions of se* 
."venil menof eminence «n the Principles of Friends. 
They are dius described in the title, '^ John Owent 
D. D. late DesMEi of Christ's Church Coll. Oxon; 
llioinas Danson, M. A. once Fellow of Magd. Coll. 
Oxon, sinee one of the Seers for the Town of Sand- 
Vichin Kent; John Tonibs,; B. D. once of Bewd^ 
ley, since of Lentster; Richard Baa^er, Minister of 
Kederminster, another eminent* Master in this- 
English Israel/'^ To analyse this work wouId< 
almost require a. volume. It is written in that con^ 
trOversial spirit which characterized the times, and^ 
though containing many strong arguments, and^ 
manifesting much learning, yet tRe language is^ 
frequently coirser than might Wave been expected 
from a man of his abilities and acquirements, and is 
by no means adapted to the taste of this refined age. 
The work, however, was very- useful at the time 
of its pubBcation ; and William Penn in particular, 
acknowledges thebenefit which he received from 
reading it. 

Besides the above work. Be wrote seversil 
pieces on the subjects of Swearing, being ansvi'ers- 
to some Writers in Defence of the Practice in 
Gotirts of Law. His last publication on this suljk 
ject Was in answer to Dr. Gauden, Bishop of Exe- 
ter. To this work he gives a Greek title as welLa^ 
an Elfish one. The latter being. a translation. oC< 
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die fanner : " The Bishop busied beside thtf 
Business/^ It is an able and learned reply to the 
Bishop's arguments^ thougH rather prolix, contain* 
ing nearly 100 pages of close printed folio. 

It appears from various accounts, jthat Samuel 
Fisher was a man of a most amiable dispositrba 
and manners. Ellis Hookes, Luke Howard, and 
Wm. Peun, all speak very highly of his virtues. 
The latter says, *' Though I greatly valued his 
abilities, employed. so accurately in a good cause; 
yet above all I cannot but admire and love .his 
great self-denial, and humility, who from being a 
Teacher, became willing to be taught; and that 
most evenness and sweetness of temper his most 
intimate friends have often observed in him ; 60 
that he was not only a good scribe, but a good 
liver ; a christian according to the Apostle James, 
composed of faith and works; therefore is his 
name of good savour with the righteous, becauv 
be counted nothing dear, in comparison of th^ ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which 
came not by flesh and blood, but by the revela- 
tion of the Father of Lights.'* lliis testimony of 
Wm. Penn is abundantly confirmed by his intimate 
friends, BUis Hookes and Luke Howard, who 
$peak highly of his christian virtues and patieut 
suffering for the testimony of Jesus. 

END OF TH^ SECOND VOLUME. 



